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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL, (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Hinton Rowan Helper House is a 1 1/2 story building with clap- 
boarding over the original log house with modern frame additions. The 
house has a continual shed dormer at the front and a lean-to rear 
extension. The roof overhangs the front porch and is supported on 
four posts. The interior chimney was originally outside on the east 
wall, but now indicates the point from which the east addition was 
made to the houses enlarging it by one-third. The rear lean-to was 
further extended recently by the addition of a modern kitchen.

On the first floor the original house unit consists of the two rooms 
at the front and one room (dining room) to the rear of these. The 
modern additions are the kitchen at the rear which runs the full 30* 
width of the house and two rooms at the east end of the structure, one 
off the dining room, the other off the front parlor. The straight 
staircase rises along the west wall of the parlor into a central bed­ 
room on the secong floor. Two end bedrooms flank the central bedroom.

The contemporary appearance of the building is deceiving. Under the 
asphalt shingling, the newly painted clapboard, and the shed dormer, 
is the original Helper House. The old weatherboarding was removed, 
and additions made . However, the log supports (some hewn square, 
others natural) are still intact as are the wide floorboards and split 
log thresholds. The front door enters into the front parlor, the only 
place where the square-timber walls with plaster chinking are exposed. 
The fireplace and original mantel is on the east wall. The rafters 
and sheathing are still intact.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Hinton Rowan Helper is noted for his authorship of the Impending Crisis 
in the South and How to Meet It which he wrote in 1857. This anti- 
slavery book angered slaveholders, more than did Uncle Tom's Cabin. 
When seized upon and reprinted by Republican progagandists during the 
campaign of I860, it "proved to be the most potent campaign document 
of I860 if not of our entire political history." Printed in large 
quantities and widely distributed, it won many converts to Republican 
ranks who had been left untouched by abolitionist rhetoric.

The political value of the tract lay in the fact that here was a 
Southerner condemning an institution of his own society. What's more, 
it was a reasonably convincing work. Fortified, by a mass of data 
gleaned from census reports, Helper argued that the direct benefits of 
slavery accrued not to the great mass of Southern white laborers but 
only to the planter oligarchy "lords of the lash," he called them. 
This group alone, he argued, possessed the resources of the southland, 
leaving the bulk of the people "in galling poverty and ignorance." He 
believed that slavery was sapping Southern energy by competing with free 
labor which, he contended, had allowed the North to attain "almost 
unexampled power and eminence.

It was here at the house near Mocksville where Helper spent the first 
20 years of his life observing the conflict of free labor and the slave 
system. After a time in the California gold fields, about which he 
wrote his first tract, Land of Gold, he returned to North Carolina, 
preparing his fateful work, dividing his time between the Mocksville 
house and another at nearby Salisbury which no longer exists.

1, William E. Binkley, American Political Parties: 
History (New York 1944), p.222.
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8. Significance; (1) Hinto R. Helper House

It was here at the house near Mocksville where Helper spent the first 
20 years of his life observing the conflict of free labor and the slave 
system. After a time in the California gold fields, about which he 
wrote his first tract, Land of Gold, he returned to North Carolina pre­ 
paring his fateful work, dividing his time between the Mocksville house 
and another at nearby Salisbury which no longer exists.

Biography

Helper was born in 1829 in the vicinity of Mocksville, North Carolina 
and graduated from the Mocksville Academy in 1848. For a short time he 
worked in a local store but in 1850 he shipped out of New York City 
around Cape Horn to the gold fields of California. Three years later he 
returned east and in 1855 wrote The Land of Gold based upon his experiences 
at the gold mines.

The following year he wrote the Impending Crisis, his influential brief 
in behalf of the non-slaveholding whites of the south. Contrasting the 
economic condition of the free and slave states, he attributed the back­ 
wardness of the South to the impoverishment of free labor by slavery. 
The tract contained no sympathy for the Black man but solely for the 
poor laborer who could not compete with the dominant system. He attacked 
slaveholders violently, even calling for a slave uprising, if necessary, 
to overthrow the system. The book caused a sensation far greater than 
Uncle Tom's Cabin. Reaction to it was so furious that Helper took refuge 
in New York City while his work was publicly burned, those who trafficked 
in or possessed it were jailed, and his sympathizers lost their jobs and 
privileges.

Republicans, jubilant over such damning testimony out of the mouth of a 
Southern witness, printed 100,000 copies of Helper's work and distributed 
it widely during the 1860 campaign. It was instrumental in swelling the 
ranks of the Republican elctorate. The heat that it aroused was a powerful 
contributing cause of the Civil War.

During the Civil War, Lincoln appointed Helper consul at Buenos Aires 
where he served until 1866. He retuned to the United States and wrote 
three volumes during the years 1867 to 1871. All three were virulent 
denunciations of congressional reconstruction and its theories of Black 
equality.

After resigning the consulship he acted as attorney for citizens having 
claims against South American governments and interested himself in 
many phases of South American activities--canal construction, steamship 
communication, the commercial marine, and the involvement of the U.S. 
Navy in South American affairs.

(Continued)
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8. Significance: (2) Hinton R. Helper House

Gradually, he reduced his activity to a venture which occupied him, 
some say/to the point of madness--promotion of a railroad from the 
Hudson Bay to the Strait of Magellan. The project bankrupted him. 
He became despondent and bitter. Finally, in 1909 in Washington, D.C., 
he took his own life and was buried by strangers.
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