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The precedent for the exterior form of the Marquette was Jenny's Leiter II 
(Sears Roebuck Store) but here Holabird and Roche abandon the small windows 
for great horizontal bays of glass filled with Chicago windows--instead of 
the projecting bays they had used before the elevations are flattened and 
fitted into the interior steel frame. "The windows are long rectangular 
openings extending throughout the width of the bays...the general 
impression is that of a pattern of large transparent areas set in narrow 
frames of piers and spandrels. The wall is a nearly uniform array of 
rectangular cells vigorously expressing the steel cage they cover, the 
deep reveals and the unusually fine proportions give the Marquette an 
incisive and dynamic quality that raises it to the level of superior 
architecture in any style."*

The plan of the building is E shaped, the spine of the E facing Dearborn 
Street, this plan allows light into most offices. The lobby is much larger 
than usual (containing elevator banks) because it occupies the darkest 
part of the structure. There is a light court faced with white enamel 
brick--all offices face the court or the street. Many interior spaces 
were built without interior partitions and could then be subdivided 
according to the tenants wishes adding to the structures flexibility.

The Marquette rises 16 stories, is built with steel frame with two story 
Z-bar columns arranged to stagger the joints. The foundation is concrete 
and during construction a hydraulic machine was used at the bases of the 
columns of the west party wall to compensate for uneven settling. In 1940, 
during subway construction, hardpan and caissons were placed under the east 
wall.

The walls rise 205 feet high and have a 190 foot frontage on South Dearborn 
Street and 140 feet on West Adams Street.

An addition on the Adams Street side of the building was built in 1905. It 
is a 16 story, single bay structure running 26 feet to the west. The same 
materials and trim were used. The over-all block is of brown brick and 
terra cotta. The only serious alterations were done in 1950 when the 
decorative cornice was removed and the entrance portico was remodelled.

Carl, Condit. The Chicago School of Architecture, University of Chicago 
Press 1964. P. 121
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Marquette is the structure in which Holabird and Roche made their first 
decisive statement on steel framing as a revolutionary new building material 
that demanded re-thinking obsolete architectural theories. In the addition 
(south) to the Monadnock they did not take full advantage of the new 
technology-either as a formal device or as a method of construction. Here 
they have expressed a full understanding of that technology the interior 
is not only a model of functional design but also retains some of the 
most handsome details (sculpture, marble and mosaics) of any of the Chicago 
buildings.

The same developers that were responsible for the Monadnock and the Rookery, 
commissioned the Marquette. Peter Brooks of Boston with Owen Aldis--in 
writing the specifications for this building, Aldis enumerated the eight 
basic principles of design and profitable managment necessary for a first 
class office structure. This building was constructed and maintained by 
this dicta and until recently was fully occupied and profitable. Aldis' 
code has been applied to every successful construction since he wrote it 
in 1893.

Aside from its very usable and fine interior spaces it was important 
historically. Furneaux Jordan wrote of Holabird and Roche that at an early 
date, they have here recognized that a new form of structure steel--needs 
a new form of architecture. The steel frame is fully proclaimed in the 
grid-like design.

The detailing of the building was unusually fine for the severe Chicago style, 
Important sculptors were retained as recorded in a contempory description in 
Architectural Reviewer of 1897--the main entrance doors are covered with 
plates of ornamental bronze and the panther-heads on the push-plates were 
executed by Edward Kemeys, the animal sculptor...the bronze panels over the 
doors of the main entrance executed by Harmon A. MacNeil illustrating scenes 
from the life of Pere Marquette....the grand memorial rotunda (to reduce the 
commercial appearance) is filled with decorative effects; marble, bronze 
and glass mosaics. The balcony between the first and second floors there 
are mosaic panels of glass and mother of pearl made in the Tiffany Studios 
in New York depicting events in the lives of Marquette and Joliet. Owen 
Aldis himself translated the journals of Marquette and suggested the 
iconography--the early explorers of the Mississippi.
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Although the decorative features have been critized as detracting from the 
functional unity of the building; as well as some of the arbitrary facade 
divisions, the Marquette building remains "a striking integration of 
technical necessities with their aesthetic statement."

Condit, Carl. The Chicago School of Architecture. University of Chicago 
Press 1964. p. 122
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