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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Barton Hall is a two story wood framed structure with wood siding and 
a limestone foundation. It has a rectangular central plan with extended 
one story rear wings.

The roof of the main portion is hipped and surmounted with a belvedere. 
This roof is of English tin as are the gabled roofs of the rear wings.

Two end-interior chimneys are located on each side of the central block 
and one end-interior chimney is located on the rear of each wing.

The front or north elevation is symmetrically arranged. The centrally 
located main entrance is framed with sidelites, a transom, and an "eared" 
architrave. Pilasters separate this portion of the facade, which is faced 
with shiplapped siding from the remainder of the facade.

A small portico is supported by four fluted Doric columns. This por 
tico roof forms the floor of a balcony which is reached by a doorway similar 
to the one beneath it. The entablature of this portioc is decorated with 
triglyphs of the Doric order. This motif is repeated in the entablature 
of the central portion of the house, the belvedere, and the rear wings.

Four windows are located, two on either side of the main entrance. 
This pattern is repeated on the upper floor. All windows are double-hung, 
have 12 lites per sash, and are framed with simple Federal moldings.

Large pilasters are located on either end of the facade.

The side elevations are identical, the main portion having four windows 
per floor. These windows are identical to the front ones.

On each of the two wings two fluted Doric columns support a pedimented 
entrance portico. The double doors are composed of glass panes and have a 
transom above.

On the rear or south side of the house a U-shaped patio is formed by 
the south wall of the central block and the two wings. A central rear door 
way is similar to the side entrances. Two fluted Doric columns support a 
balcony above which spans the distance between the two wings. Access to 
this balcony is provided by simple double doors with Federal trim.

The interior is divided by a central hall which contains the stairway. 
Two flights of stairs, one facing the front entrance the other facing the 
rear entrance, rise from the ground floor to a central landing. From there 
two flights on the opposite wall ascend to the second floor. This pattern 
is repeated on the second floor leading to the attic where two flights of 
stairs ascend to the belvedere.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Barton Hall is built in a form of Greek Revival architecture unusual 
for Alabama. In its trim and detail it is late Georgian (Federal period) 
of Carolina preference rather than Kentucky. The most unusual feature of 
the house is the stairway, an interesting arrangement similar to the stair 
way in the Magnolias of Aberdeen, Mississippi, built in 1850.

Barton Hall was constructed by Armstead Barton in the 1840's. Barton 
was the son of Dr. Hugh Barton who migrated from Winchester County, Vir 
ginia to East Tennessee in the late 1700*s. Armstead Barton was born in 
Anderson County, Tennessee, in 1800 and moved to Tuscumbia around 1825. 
There he went into business with his cousin, and in 1829 he married Amanda 
Cook. He purchased approximately 40,000 acres of land and in 1840 began 
construction of Barton Hall. At his death in 1847 the house was not yet 
complete, but construction continued under the supervision of his widow 
and the house was completed in 1849.

Mrs. Barton continued to live in the house until her death. The 
house then passed to the heirs of the Barton estate and remained in the 
family until 1908, when it was sold to a Mr. Johnston. Since that date 
the house has had several owners and is presently owned by Taylor Bodkin, 
Jr., a descendent of Armstead Barton who purchased the house in 1967 from 
Charles Wilder Watts. '
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W. Warner Floyd, Executive Director
ORGANIZATION DATE

Alabama Historical Commission May 2, 1973
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7. Description Barton Hall

On the first floor the central hall opens onto double parlors on the 
left and a living room and bedroom on the right. Side entrance halls give 
access to the patio, the rear parlor on the left and the bedroom on the 
right. A bedroom is located to the rear of the left hall and a dining room 
to the rear of the right hall.

A second floor consists of two bedrooms on either side of the hall.



PHOTOGRAPHS:
Barton Hall, Colbert County, Alabama

Identification:
1. front view of house; tree stump in bottom left corner, two chairs in lower 

middle lawn
2. front view of house; two chairs and bench in lower left corner
3. front view of house; two chairs and bench in lower left corner
4. front view of house; two chairs and bench in lower left corner
5. front view of house; two chairs and bench in lower left corner
6. rear view; covered well near center
7. rear view; covered well near center
8. rear view; covered well near center
9. rear view; covered well near center
10. side portico
11. side portico
12. side portico
13. side portico


