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This complex of buildings at Taliesin represent a long period of design and 
building and include several important structures:

Taliesin III: The main house and studio is in the north part of a roughly 
triangular complex. Facing south-southwest it is U-shaped in plan and 
contains some living quarters, offices and large drafting rooms of 
Taliesin Associated Architects. Begun in 1911, Wright was working on the 
site until his death in 1959 but there have been no changes since that 
time. Built of rough surface limestone from nearby quarries, the rambling 
plan is romantic-even poetic: the roofs are hipped, intersecting each other-- 
in typical Prairie-style, rambling with the wonderful flexibility of that 
style. Massive chimneys rise above the dramatic heavy eaves. The house 
interior spaces are open and filled with light and views of the hills and 
valley beyond. Furnished with chairs and tables designed by Wright the 
impression is one of serenity. Nearby the drafting room and offices are 
connected by smaller utilitarian work areas attached to the house.

The Hillside Home School on the southern end of the complex was the second 
group designed by Wright beginning in 1902 as a boarding school and later 
redone to accommodate the first group of students in the Fellowship (1932). 
Other remodeling was done in 1952 following a fire and it contains dining 
rooms and an enormous drafting room. Grant Manson discusses the original 
building, commissioned by Wrights aunts, Nell and Jane Lloyd-Jones: "This 
was to be Wright's first major construction on the family land, the 
precursor of Taliesin and in some respects, its prototype. Characteristically, 
in keeping with his reverence of the place, Wright decided that Hillside 
School should be made of the local sandstone, in rough ashlar. Consequently, 
he aimed at more rugged effects than he had attempted hitherto. It was not 
to be any spurious rusticity, but a real communion of structure and site in 
the...spirit of fortbrightness and hard work. He also knew that the Wisconsin 
River valley, with its bluffs and ravines, is more insistent than the 
quiet prairies of Illinois, and that a building must not only reflect but 
actually compete with it. Hence, the lines of Hillside School are very 
primal and strong.

The plan is complicated but ordered... the buildings spread out over the 
rolling ground with many reentrant angles, incidents, and breaks in 
profile and floor level, their flattened hip-roofs following without any 
discontinuity the rich variation in volumes which they cover. The 
prevailing Prairie House horizontality is dramatized by chimneys and the 
gleam of grouped and slotted casements. But we know it is not a Prairie House 
because its main feature is a series of tall, cross-shaped pavillions with 
two-story bays that read at once as class or assembly rooms, and the semi-
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After the first great burst of creative activity of the Oak Park years and 
following the tempestuous events of his private life, Frank Lloyd Wright 
began to build the complex in the Wisconsin hills that he would construct, 
alter, rebuild and occupy periodically until his death.

Wright had, at this period in his life, retreated from the professional 
world and had been cut off without public support. The turbulence of his 
private life had scandalized Americans so he removed his studio to the 
Wyoming Valley in Wisconsin close to the area where he had sptnt his childhood-- 
and where he could contemplate and develop the "organic" style associated 
with his name. The wedding of his house to the site, to "melt it into its 
surroundings," to use rough stone, unfinished timbers, granite floors, etc. 
was somewhat out of step with the early 20th century preoccupation with the 
new technology--steel and iron girders and ferroconcrete. (Wright was to 
use concrete structurally for the first time as late as 1936 in the Kaufmann 
house at Bear Run, Pa.)

Sigfried Giedion described vividly standing with Wright on the hill at 
Spring Green in 1939: "The dome of the hill was so precise in shape, 
especially the crown which became a low-walled garden above the surrounding 
courts, reached by stone steps walled into the slopes, that I asked if it 
had been built up in artifical regularity from below. No, it is the natural 
soil, Wright said, I never build houses on the top of a hill. I build them 
around it like an eyebrow. And I saw that it was indeed the house itself 
which brought into consciousness the pure curve of the ground, that in a 
certain sense its many-layered and unobtrusive forms gave meaning and 
definition to the contours out of which it rose."*

Mrs. Wright has commented in an interview that Wright abandoned the geometric 
forms of his earlier houses to this first use at Taliesin of stratified 
limestone wherein wall and stone masses reiterate, in an abstract sense, the

Giedion, Sigfried. 
p. 413-414.

Space, Time and Architecture. Harvard University Press 1959,
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public nature of the buildings is revealed. The application of the dynamic, 
free-flowing Prairie House plan to the function of a school was a revolutionary 
thing, looking forward to today's pinwheel and fragmetized solutions of the 
same problem."*

The Midway Farm Buildings between Taliesin III and the school were largely 
constructed in 1938 and are much more utilitarian-largely of wood. The 
farm was originally to be worked by student-architects but now tenant farmers 
tend the land.

In 1895 Wright designed the famous windmill he called "Romeo and Juliet." He 
discussed this 60 foot tower of wood with horizontal battens at length in 
his Autobiography. "The mindmill is a very practical mechanism which raised 
water faithfully for decades, but it is also a beguiling piece of abstract 
design whose section closely resembles a modern airfoil. It contains a 
circular staircase. Fused to the basic octagon of the structure is a 
diamond-shaped spine upon whose oaken core the metal wheel at the summit 
is mounted the basic shape dealt with the problem of wind resistance."2

There is also nearby a small cottage that Wright built for his sister, 
Mrs. Andrew Porter, called "Tan-Y-Deri" (1907). Today it houses 
apprentices and architects. The dam in the valley on the north was built in 
1945 and a garden and pool at the house were added in the 1950*s.

Manson, Grant: Frank Lloyd Wright to 1910, Reinhold Publishing Company 1958. 
p. 130-133

2 
Ibid., p. 93.
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manner in which the native stone is found in the quarry. The complex was 
named for a third-century Welsh poet--the name means "shining brow" and 
it presumably suggested itself to Wright because the complex was on the 
brow of a beautiful oak-studded hill. The first house-studio (Taliesin I) 
was built in 1911 where he was then living with Mamah Cheney--suddenly 
in August a servant ran amok and set fire to the house and murdered 
Mrs. Cheney and seven others. The new house rose in 1915 (Taliesin II) 
which burned in 1925 and the house and studio that stands today was begun 
in the late 1920's. The other buildings in the complex are Hillside Home 
School (1933), Midway Farm Buildings (1938) and Hillside Playhouse (1952).

Although his career was in an eclipse during these years, two events brought 
him to the attention of Europe and Japan respectively: the publication of 
a large volume in 1910 in Germany of his work and a smaller 1911 work which 
European architects respected and understood and in Japan, the commission for 
the Imperial Hotel of 1914. But for some of these middle years he had the 
time to work and rework this beautiful house and farm where gathered the 
staff of disciples that becamethe Taliesin Fellowship (1932) that survives 
today. William Wesley Peters, now chief of Taliesin Associated Architects, was 
a member of the original group. Today they follow the established schedule 
of travelling to Wisconsin each Spring and returning to Taliesin West in 
Scottsdale, Arizona for the winter.

Wright was not only one of the most important architects America produced 
but he was a prophet and preacher as well. Taliesin is fully representative of 
his theories and taste, an existing site where he spent many of the years 
of his life.
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