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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The description given by Hugh Morrison is as follows: "it is T-shaped, with 
the main facade fronting south, and a long wing extending northward from the 
middle of the back. The south facade is a long, low mass,..(with) the 
horizontal lines...broken at intervals by strong vertical piers of brick, 
extending from foundation to cornice and projecting some eighteen inches 
from the wall surface. In the middle is a polygonal projecting bay,..one 
story in height. The two ends of this main block offer the most extra­ 
ordinary features of the house: large overhanging porches on the second 
story, supported by steel cantilever beams, encased in wood, with 
projecting ends elaborately sawed. The gable at the west end overhangs an 
open porch enclosed by a brick parapet; the gable at the east end, exactly 
the same in form, overhangs a side entrance on to the lawn. The wing 
extending toward the back is quite wide, and the roof consists of two 
gables, presenting twin gable-ends side by side over the rear facade. The 
main entrance is from a porte-cochere at the back of this wing, from which 
one enters a long hall. Built for a large family of children, the house 
has numerous bedrooms, two sleeping porches, and large playrooms, and since 
the Bradley family left it, has served admirably for a fraternity house."1

The house as it finally evolved was much larger than needed for a 
university professor and his family and the Bradleys finally found it too 
expensive to maintain. Although there was a serious fire several years 
ago a university alumnus generously donated the money to return it to its 
original condition.

The Bradley house became the prototype for the later residences designed by 
Purcell and Elmslie (1909-1920) which are now recognized as masterworks of 
American architecture.

 ^ Morrison, Hugh. Louis Sullivan, Prophet of Modern Architecture. W. W. 
Norton, N. Y. 1935, p. 204-205.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Bradley house is one of two residences that Sullivan built in the years 
between his peak as a skyscraper designer in Buffalo, St. Louis and Chicago 
and the lean years before his death in 1924. The other was th_e Henry Babson 
residence in Riverside, Illinois. Wisconsin has two buildings by Sullivan: 
this house and the Columbus Farmers' and Merchants' Bank both important 
architecturally.

Morrison discusses the Bradley and Babson houses in the context of 
Sullivans career at that time: "Both commissions came at a time when 
Sullivan's practice and his business and personal affairs were at a low ebb. 
This is especially true of the Bradley commission, the only one Sullivan 
had to live on in 1909. Only the well-spring of his inventiveness never 
failed him. He drew a long low house with gigantic overhanging verandas, 
held up by cantilever supports which recalled the Biblical phrase 'ever­ 
lasting arms.' Adversity, then, lay in the results of finiancial depres­ 
sion, personal misfortune and lack of commissions; there was no 
corresponding poverty in the architect's ability to produce another 
masterful work."!

There has been considerable research since 1960 on the part played by 
George Elmslie as Sullivan's chief draftsman. David Gebhard writing in the 
Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians has established that 
Elmslie was overshadowed by- Frank Lloyd Wright and is due much more 
recognition (scholars have used Wright's own letters and books as a basis 
for this assumption). Working primarily from Sullivan's designs neither 
man had any independence until 1893. "After Wright's dismissal from the 
Adler and Sullivan firm in July 1893, and after the partnership with Adler 
dissolved in 1895, Elmslie's contribution became even more significant. 
Sullivan found it increasingly difficult to obtain and to hold commissions 
and even those which he did obtain, such as the Babson and Bradley dwellings, 
failed to hold his full interest....both of the late residences (Babson and 
Bradley) were designed by Elmslie with only occasional suggestions from 
Sullivan. All of the existing sketches, presentation and working drawings 
are from Elmslie's hand. Many of the design elements involved in these 
houses were continued by Elmslie when he joined in partnership with 
William Gray Purcell in 1909."2

"'' * (Continued)

1Morrison, Hugh. Louis Sullivan. Prophet of Modern Architecture. W. W. 
Norton Co., New York 1935, p. 202. 
2Gebhard, David. Louis Sullivan and George Grant Elmslie. Journal of the 
Society of Architectural Historians, Vol. XIX, No. 2, May, 1960, pp. 63-65.
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The Bradley house also reflects the influence of Frank Lloyd Wright's 
designs of the same period, particularly the Coonley House in Riverside, 
Illinois. As in Wright's nouses, interiors were designed throughout-- 
furniture, lighting, draperies, accessories, etc were planned with great 
care. One can see, as well as Wright's influence, the strong impact of 
Gustave Stickley and the Arts and Crafts movement. Elmslie's talents were 
also undoubtedly used for the ornamental designs on the Guaranty building, 
the Condict, Gage and Carson, Pirie, Scott structures.

The most striking feature of the Bradley house are the cantilevered 
sleeping porches projecting from the second floor which were probably 
Sullivan's idea. This magnificent house functions today as a university 
fraternity and is beautifully maintained.
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