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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built in the period 1700-1722, the Samuel Huntington Birthplace is a
large two-story frame salt-box house with a gable roof sloping steeply in
the rear and a large stone central chimney. The main house is about 42 feet
wide and 29 feet deep, or five by two bays in size. The exterior walls are
clapboarded; windows are topped by projecting cornices and the center door
is surmounted by a rectangular transom. A small one-story kitchen wing,
built on the main axis, was added to the east end of the main house early
in the 19th century.

The stucture has the typical floor plan of a New England central-
chimney house: The entrance door opens into a short center hall that extends
back to the center chimmey and contains the stairway. To the left (west) of
the hall is the parlor and to the right, the dining room. In back of the
dining room is the large original kitchen with a huge fireplace and in the ~
northwest (rear) corner a small bedroom. The fireplaces, wainscoting, and
wide board floors are original. Wallpaper has been added to the walls of
some rooms. Upstairs there are three bedrooms and one of these has a fully
paneled fireplace wall. The little-altered house has never been restored.
In good gpndition and still used as a farmhouse, the Samuel Huntington
Birthplace is not open to visitors. A State highway historical marker in
front of the house identifies the structure as the Huntington birthplace.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The birthplace and boyhood home of Samuel Huntington, a Signer of the
Declaration of Independence for Connecticut, lawyer, politician, jurist,
Governor of Connecticut, and President of the Continental Congress, from
1731 to 1747. Built in the first-quarter of the 18th century, the
Huntington Birthplace has been little-altered.

Brief Sketch of the Life of Samuel Huntington, 1731-1796

Samuel Huntington was born in Windham (now Scotland), Connecticut,
on July 3, 1731, the son of a farmer and clothier. 1In 1747, at the age
of 16, he was apprenticed to a cooper and served out his term of apprentics
ship. Self-educated, Huntington studied law, was admitted to the bar and
began the practice of law in 1758. He took up residence in Norwichtown,
Connecticut, in 1760 and married Martha Devotion of Windham in 1761. They
had no children of their own but adopted two children of his brother.

In 1764 Huntington represented Norwich in the Connecticut General
Assembly. From 1765 to 1774 he was the King's attorney for Connecticut
and from 1765 to 1775 a justice of the peace for New London County. From
1773 to 1783 he served as a judge of the superior courts. In 1775 he was
elected to a seat in the upper house of the Connecticut legislature and
was a member of that body from 1775 to 1784, He was a delegate to the
Continental Congress from 1775 to 1784 and from September 1779 until
July 1781, served as President of the Continental Congress, when he
resigned this latter position because of his health.

In 1784 Huntington was appointed chief justice of the superior court
of Connecticut. 1In 1785 he was chosen Lieutenant Governor and from 1786
to 1796 he was the Governor of Connecticut. He died at Norwichtown,
Connecticut, on January 5, 1796 and was buried in the cemetery of the
First Congregational Society of Norwichtown.
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2. Historic Site Boundaries for the Samuel Huntington Birthplace:

Approximately 10 acres of land in the shape of a rectangle, including
the Samuel Huntington Birthplace House and barns, beginning at the southwest
corner on the north shoulder of State Route 14 at latitude 410 41' 54" north,
--longitude 72° 05' 13" west, and proceeding northward about 700 feet in a
straight line to the northwest cornmer at latitude 41 42' 01' North--longitude
720 05' 13" West, then going east in a straight line about 500 feet to the
northeast corner at latitude 410 42' 01" North--longitude 720 05' 06" West,
then running south in a straight line about 700 feet to the southeast corner
located on the north shoulder of State Route 14 at latitude 41° 41' 54" North-t
longitude 72° 05' 06" West, then returning west along the north edge of State
Route 14 for about 500 feet to the beginning, the southwest corner, Total
acreage of the property is about 32 acres.

Precise boundaries for the 1l0-acre house tract, as described above, are
recorded in black on a copy of U.S. Geological Survey Map: Scotland Quad-
rangle, Connecticut, 7.5 Minute Series (Topographic), 1953, on file with the
Branch of Historical Surveys, Division of History, Office of Archeology and
Historic Preservation, National Park Service.




