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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Parsonage of Eliot Church is a two-story, white clapboard 
structure with a gable roof and two interior chiranies. It has five 
bays on its southwest, or front, elevation. A wooden single-story 
porch with a hipped roof and four square columns extends across 
almost the whole length of this eletration. The doorway, which has 
sidelights but.no transom, is at the center of the porch. The 
southeast elevation of the main section has a bay window on the first 
floor, two windows on the second floor, and a single window in the 
gable end. A two-story ell projects from the northern portion of 
the rear of the house. A small single-story section with a shed 
roof stands in the corner formed by this ell. At the end of the ell 
is a garage, which opens toward the southeast. The northwest eleva 
tion has five bays. The second story of the ell is lower than that 
of the main section.

The front doorway opens into a stair hall. To the southeast is 
the parlor which has a bay window and a wood mantle with a brick 
hearth. Northeast of (or behind) the hall is a room which may have 
served as a bedroom. Northwest of the hall is the dining room, behind 
which is a large kitchen which extends into the ell. All of the 
formal rooms of the house have chair rails.

Upstairs, the main section contains two large bedrooms at the 
northwest and southeast ends of the house. The ell contains two 
smaller rooms, a bath, and a flight of backstairs. The attic is a 
single large room with two windows, one of which is boarded up.

The house is said to have been built around 1820. During the 
mid-nineteenth century the window sashes were probably replaced and 
the porch and bay window added. Changes believed to have occured 
since the time of Alger T s association with the house include: the 
closing off of a fireplace and door in the kitchen, which has 
probably been enlarged as well as modernized; the installation of 
narrow board flooring over the original floors in all rooms except 
the smaller of the two chambers in the second story of the ell; the 
installation of a new closet in the northwestern bedroom; and the 
addition of the garage.

The house is used as the parsonage of Eliot Church, as it was 
in Alger's time. At present, however, the church is without a pastor, 
and a temporary resident uses some of the rooms of the Parsonage.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, E**nts, Etc.)

The historical importance of Horatio Alger cannot fcg gauged 
by the conventional methods of criticism, for a few would maintain 
that his work had genuine literary merit. Yet in such tales as 
Ragged Dick (1867), Alger presented his juvenile audience with an 
absorbing dramatization of many of the key assumptions of his senti 
mental and materialistic age. As one writer has remarked, he "was 
the most succesful writer of boy's stories in the whole of American 
Literature. An entire generation was indoctrinated by him in the 
comforting assurance that virtue is always rewarded by wealth and 
honor.' Although Alger's works are now read only by specialists, 
they have left a profound though intangible mark on American history

Alger spent his summers at the Parsonage of Eliot Church from 
1866 to 1877, after which he went West for almost two years. He 
then resumed his practice of summering at the Parsonage, and retired
there in 1898. As his health failed he moved with his sister to

panother house in Natick, where he died in 1899.

The Parsonage appears to be relatively unchanged since Alger's 
time. The house stands in a scenic setting near the Charles River.

Johnson, Vol. I, p. 178

Information as to the years Alger 
spent at the Parsonage provided by 
Max Goldberg (former President of the
Horatio Alger Society) 728 Wooster Road, 
South Natick, Massachusetts.
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8. Significance

Parsonage of Eliot Church (federated) of South Natick 

( Horatio Alger House )

BIOGRAPHY

Horatio Alger was born in 1834 in Revere, Massachusetts. His 
father, a Uniterian minister, excercised unusually strict discipline 
over his son. Young Alger attended Gates Academy and then Harvard, 
graduating in 1852. After three years as a tutor and journalist, he 
was persuaded to enter Harvard divinity school. He completed the course 
in 1860, but did not immediately enter the ministry. Instead he went 
to Paris, and upon his return took up tutoring again for a time. Alger 
was ordained in 1864, and served as a minister in Brewster for two years, 
after which he went to New York.

Alger had long desired to become a great writer, and had published 
his first book as early as 1856. But he did not achieve recognition 
until 1867, when he published a juvenile short story entitled "Ragged 
Dick", a tale of an impecunious but plucky urchin. The popularity of 
this story led Alger to extend it into a serial, publish it as a book, 
and then to imitate it in a long series of similar works, such as 
Tattered Tom (1871). Becoming associated with Charles O'Connor ? s 
charitable Newsboy's Lodging House, Alger gained a deep sympathy for 
the city's underprivileged boys and a thorough knowledge of their lives. 
Although he drew on this knowledge, his writings were not realistic, 
but were sentimental adventures in which virtue was invariably rewarded 
with material success. His works both reflected and reinforced the 
prevailing spirit of the age, and they secured for him the reputation 
of a sage and saint.

Despite his fame, Alger remained profoundly unhappy. He 
dissipated the income from his works by prodigality and generosity. 
A Chinese boy whom he adopted was killed in an accident. He fell in 
love with a married woman and pursued her to France, only to experience 
a rejection which for a time destroyed his precarious mental balance. 
Following the death of his friend O'Connor, he was increasingly alone. 
In 1898, Alger went to live with his sister in Natick, Massachusetts, 
and died there the following year.


