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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANDIORIGMPAL. (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Two story handmade brick building of English bond with Flemish
bond framing the windows. Venetian window behind judge's seat, chimney
placement, doors, and windows within recessed arches are in the English

Palladian manner. The entablature with cornice modillions, the portico

pediment and the stucco—over-brick modified Tuscan columns are of the
Roman Revival tradition. The front entrance with semicircular fanlight
and crowning triangular pediment is especially handsome. Other features
include the double flight of steps with arched opening below, the iron
handrails and banisters and the semielliptical fanlight in pediment.

First floor walls are solid brick 24 inches thick, the second 18
inches. A series of double-barrel brick vaults supports the second
floor and forms the ceiling of the first. The floors were brick but
covered with wood in 1892, A ground floor room still retains an original
fireplace.

Upstairs courtroom exhibits wainscotting and fine reeded woodwork.

The courthouse square contains an historical marker and Confederate

and World War II memorials.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Of probable Robert Mills design and displaying superb craftsman—
ship, the building has been in constant use as a courthouse since its
1828 completion. The contractor was Willis W. Alsobrook.

An addition made’in 1853 was minus vaulted ceilings, the contractor

—

probably not possessing the skill to undertake them.

In 1964 Lancaster County spent $30,000 repairing and preserving

the courthouse.
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