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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (ilknown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built ca. 1800 by Francis Simraons, this three story house with 
raised basement is done in the Federal Style. The two story piazza 
located on the side of the house is typical of many Charleston 
dwellings during this period. Brick composition is Flemish bond 
and house has brick quoins at each of its corners. First floor 
colonade has stylized unfluted Corinthian columns. Second floor 
colonade has segmental arches and the roof over the piazza is 
denticulated. Basement is arcaded under the piazza. Windows are 
6/6 double sash. Entrance door has small denticulated cornice 
over a transom. Roof is hipped with three dormers on each side of 
the house while one faces the street and the rear of the house.

House is enclosed by a notable fence of wrought iron with unusual 
stuccoed columns topped with sandstone balls.

House has extensive outbuildings connected to the main house at 
its rear.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Siroraons-Edwards House is one of the city's most handsome houses 
with garden, beautiful woodwork and intricate wrought*!'ron decoration. 
Built by Francis Simmons in the Federal style, the house has wide 
piazzas overlooking the garden and extensive outbuildings connected 
to the main house at its rear.

George Edwards, after buying the property in 1816, enlarged the 
premises and created a garden which was separated from the house 
yard by a notable fence of wrought iron which had unusual stuccoed 
columns topped with sandstone balls. This fence ran the entire 
length of the garden and had wooden pickets in serpentine curves. 
The iron work was installed by Edwards and his initials are in 
the ironwork on either side of the door that opens above the white 
marble front stairs. Granite posts were placed along the curbing 
to prevent carriages from being driven up on the sidewalk.

The Edwards ironwork shows the Regency style that followed the 
earlier Empire era which fairly well dates the work as after 1816. 
The gates of the house are known as the Pineapple Gates, but 
actually, Edwards originally ordered carved live oak acorns of 
marble to top the posts. They came from Italy as ornate pine cones, 
which were immediately construed by Charlestonians to be pine­ 
apples, hence the name.

In the architectural survey of Charleston, a jury composed of Dr. 
William Murtagh, Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places, 
Professor Bernard Lemann, Tulane University School of Architecture, 
Mr. Carl Feiss and Mr. Russell Wright, consultants to the city, 
noted this structure as exceptional. This notation indicates that 
the building is of the highest architectural design quality, well- 
proportioned, and architecturally sophisticated. Windows, classical 
orders or other period designs, chimneys, verandahs, massing, 
materials, textures, refined detail, and craftsmanship are all elegant 
and innovative. The structure is to be preserved and protected 
in situ at all costs.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
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Simmons-Edwards House

ALL that lot, piece or parcel of land together with the buildings and improvements thereon, 
situate, lying and being on the East Side of Legare Street, between Tradd Street and 
Lamboll Street, in the City of Charleston, South Carolina, known as 12 and 14 East 
Legare Street.

Measuring and containing in the froit along the West line on Legare Street, 104.41 feet; 
on the North line 279.40 feet; on the East line 106.01 feet; and on the South line 
272.79 feet, be all the said dimensions more or less.

Butting and bounding, North on property of James M. Hagood; East on property of George L. 
Buist and other property; South on property now or formerly of Edward H. Perry, and 
West on Legare Street.

A Plat of said lot was recorded May 8, 1951, in the RMC Office for Charleston County 
in Book T-53, Page 219, which plat was made by John McCrady Company dated March 1951 
and entitled: "Plat of property known as Numbers 12 and 14 Legare Street, situate in 
Charleston, South Carolina about to be conveyed to Bushrod B. Howard.


