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; !'.',,-,« ' , i .'..-; i j'nt~,i

(<.'!,'•' :. <):>(•)

\~\ iVmvrf.' ! ^ Gu;p> ft I oil"

•! i vr.tc A i.. AIT- i; AH AM r. f:

bri
• " ":. • •'.'• '. i'h"'. ;•:.•.• "i :; r, ; -!M.ple-fon i iv.iildln,; of rus bleated. stucco O'i 

ck. -'\\\ a •.•;\>o!./V; temsi.yl;-! Co.rinbn:ian port/Lco 0,1 the front (oast)
Tho fin !v.d columns di:,nlay an individualized rendering of the

. "".i-.n order with full Attic bases and elaborate capitals composed of
' •'•••'.rnd corn, wheat., o.nci trijacco. The central entrance contains a l-^^o

' :. '< double dooL" sniv.iorntt7.rj by a f ivc~lif;h.t traj\Go;:i anu. f retool by a 
.;:.'-. 'ul-nd arch:i. i-ravo, Tho flanking vrindoHGj ivhich hav>j lost thoir original

-'>, n.cv,; oorve ar> a bids at 'd.ndovr and a billboa.rcl for the Playranicors 
. '-'-ro wiui.ch occupies tiie building', Tho portico has a most interesting
-'»nl,'ihnre which is quite simplified from the usual Corinthian ones, br-in^
----llic;hod. only with widely spaced styii'/.od nodillions. Tho entablature 

around, tlio building

Tii-~.
c:r,
cr,i

Tl'io north and south sidos havo fourtoon bays separated by pilasters 
; a Iit ;;h stucco water table. Each alternate bay is accented by a lar/;o 

v i-ritli nino-ovor-nj.no sash. There is a side entrance under the 
in tho sovonth bay on oithor oide.

ni 
rn

. The pedimentod rear facade has a central entrance which is like that 
on the front, except that there is additional paneling above the double loor 2: 
instead of & transom. The doorway is flanked by pilasters like those along <./ > 
t-ir. sides or? the building.

The interior retains little evidence of its original arrangement, for 
wh n the building, designed, as a ballroom, was adapted for use as a lib;:'try, c~ 
a ;-;. ih house, tho school of law, and a theater, various alterations were n 
r:.-....-!> At present tho interior consJd'-s of a transvoron ho.ll with tho th>-'..bcrj H

^iiv wiuch rl.'joa to ihn balcony. i.  

.:':\. 
;.an' 
l"r

At otthor end oi 1 thrj hall In a o baiv
^orlujHj entered through two doors located on tho west wall oT the 

, features a steep sloping floor and. plaster walls. The walls are 
;od. by molded strirgors ^rith fourteen bays separated by attenuated 
_od pilaster;.: wl.lch .;;;ipport an entoblature. Each third bo.y contain? a 
  window WJ..TO Lhe gj.ass painted to keep out light* "Doirdnating the 
wrO.l on the auditoriun is -the j^rosccnium opening which is surround';a 

3 with rid. orno.'iontal cirtcuchs in the center of tho top*

o
X
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40

T.

r~

' '! " ' 1 (V" < ' OIK- •->(• •• • •• A rt" "(>,-'"/'•> 

I ft • .I-'., r!., i •. i 1 i'"'-!i ("'-tl'ury 

: ;, 1 '•:!»'.-•< '".'! :• i _l 1 /t.i *. rnl'iry

• • • "- -><\T."-« ./,' .». ,..'.v.,.v.. ,v../ .•;„.,... .>

. • "\ CM r.if.f.ll; ' •••'; f '.'••''" '•'< I'nn ..r ,". '•'ri> .1 -, A;ipr'i;l 

•N'if>r i -)!,-"•. i ^ ] E: 'iijcn'l f-ri

i f: Pr-!.,-.f.-; c Q f; n .;,^^,ing
1 id )!!,»„,„ r-j (nJ.^fry

f| Ap'ieufU-r- Q Inv^lJc-,,

)vj Atchtf -!c!urr> [~j Lon<tr-copa

!. ) Art Arrhi lecture

; '..! Comt-tun.cnt-or.i p- j f,ii|i, ory

1 t" 1 |"**M« * *f ' *> f f I f\ It * ___ 1 . J1 | v f ? i • ^ *•' ' " ' ' * ' " ' ' r i A* i f * i c

i

i ..I i r;iK Cr-nlury

r/fl'r-J

r-n p 0 i ifirn | t" : *> r '"^ Pl»".i"

([ ^ 5~ii-ftcc

f "1 Sculpture

; j 5ociil/|-!umon- ',

itorfon

j± ^ ....... ........ 

', } ] rin -spor to lion

•* i ^!^.^) t o r ni CJMI '"'<", AM c r

In 1b)|l! !,bo Di r-nd ?lii literary Sociotio:; pooltioacd. the ~>on ••! oC
of ••,. bety of North Caroliria -GO o.,:oou a bnild;jir 

11,5 cd Tor /•}•;-'•:•'.• .':.:-.»'. alumni Jnoe liin^c; . 7Jho buil--iin;; :Lo -l/hou^ht to --,vc 
i'C"^ do;.;i;;i:'"i by A* J. Davls., of too rC(-;w Yo_..'k archltc^iyu.iMl linvt -• .' TO/.-II 
-'nid "DTVJ.GJ who h:;d rj.'Kjisvicd tho Capitol in RaJ.si f.;h (lG33-"io)i.O) „ ',15 
covtractor Tcjr tho stru.ct.ure wo.s Jo -in Borry of Hillobcroi^h., b.oy:i---i^r c.n 
builder of tho Or.-iiigo 'Coxinty Co^u'thouGOj built in "lOUi., TIio i\c:-r '•;:'..":. iir. 
wao completed in 10^0 at a corst of $10,363*63 and vra3 n-:.vrr,cd S^d/ub brill i 
donor of .Connor Governor Bergamn Si^lth^ who had given the 
2C ; 000 acres cC land..

acbivitior,,
1 ••;:: tin prc\d..doa :Cor cumcingj thn library ^as r-ov;.;-:1 into 3.ui. •:>. l-...i^.. ••.-... ,.: 
=;hendstry laboratory IJ-,-,G set up in the tasf^r a\, . v.; 's-/5 '^be bubblb.:; 
ooca'.ne ti'o l^ivGrc-rJ ty Bath lioasoj ova/dn;- 5 c '-'b .v^.de^in, bi'-~; d-da n;i. a.- 
of dcrth Caraa::a 'School o^' I;v-,^' 't-b- : :r::-rt ooc-..>"!fd.; of vc.,v.lc.:-. b::.bb.. :\:rr.a.' H 
there uutil ^9-5- On Novcnib&r 23^ 'i?^:?^ &n.tb babd '.-;•; rr do dbca^eo v.> ab,i 
playmakers Th«atrGj the hoiiie od bho Carolina ?bavi, lauer:3 bo tl:.c pi.--o.Vo. 
/•TKcng th^ ncbabl.G alui.mi of this ^rcup are novoliso Thor-a^ Vbd.do ; ac^or 
d;ulj Grilfithj editor and writer Jonathan 'Daniels., draraabic-o;; paa... Grson 
."r.vi Kci-];)It Hunter.

The Play^uakors Theatre's cup orb inventive ordor is quite imp .'-rtan i, 
architecburaj-ly in that i-o varies Trom tradibion by havan^ c:a;i:.b -; 
decorated i-iith T-rhoa'b, corn., and. tobooco_, ra'ob.or than, the usual --a ,vob;i3 
] eaves or other clasGia :noi*iiH nnd employs an. cntD.blo.bare with ci\b;-- 
nd.nij.ial detail. The building is one of the oldest on the caJ.ipuc ad the 
University of borbh Carolina ana houses the nationally reco;;ni^ca 
Carolina
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Playmakers Theatre
Gamer on Averrua
Chapel Hill, North Carolina.

The University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill, North Carolina 
(Office of the University Engineer) 
Scale: 1 !l/i|00 feet 
June, 1968

Latitude ' Longitude 
degrees minutes seconds degrees minutes seconds

79° 03'

-71

OQ a



The National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings

Playmakers Theatre (Smith Hall), University of North Carolina, 
Cameron Avenue, Chapel Hill, North Carolina

Playmakers Theatre (Smith Hall) is of national architectural significance 
as a small but monumental essay in a personalized Greek Revival style by Alexander- 
Jackson Davis. Davis's association with tRe University of North Carolina extended 
over nearly a decade and played a primary role in shaping the young campus; the 
impact of his work is still evident in the composition of the central campus.

Previous construction on the campus had included Old East and Old West, South 
Building, Person Hall, and Gerrard Hall, all rather plain, functional buildings, 
The presidency of David Swain inaugurated a period of campus development and 
improvement. A. J. Davis had been associated during the 1830s with the building of 
the State Capitol in Raleigh, and in 1843, the same year he terminated his association 
with Town, he was engaged to enlarge the Old East and Old West buildings; also 
included in his duties as supervising architect was "the preparation of comprehensive 
plans for the campus." As Talbot Hamlin wrote, "A. J. Davis of New York studied 
several of the buildings, altered them, and built a new library building in an effort 
to weld the whole group into an impressive and monumental scheme." He designed a 
portico for the rather plain Gerrard Hall arid enlarged and embellished Old East and 
Old West; he also worked closely with President Swain in evolving a scheme of landscape 
architecture to enhance the campus.

Most important, however, was Davis f s work on the one-story building to accommodate 
a library and to serve the two Literary Societies that played a vital role in campus 
life. Davis was engaged for the work in 1849 and, as historian Archibald Henderson 
noted, "The documentary evidence makes it. abundantly clear that careful study and 
analysis of the various problems involved, affecting both buildings and grounds, were 
made by the architect in consultation with Swain, Battle, and the Trustees," 
Preliminary drawings were submitted in the autumn of 1849, and a May 31, 1850, letter 
from Davis to Swain reports:

I was obliged to redraw the whole, but the result has been to 
improve the plan, so as to make it such as would be creditable 
to any University, as a specimen of Classical taste, its 
general character, and proportions, whatever defects there may 
be in the details, or execution.

A post-script states

The two capitals to the. columns of your Hall I wish to have 
carved hejre with foliage of Ma^sja^ wfoe^ and 
the shaft should be reeded, with or without a base as.I 
shall determine here after.

In these capitals, wrote Talbot Hamlin, "native corn and tobacco replace the Roman 
acanthus leaves with even more skill than that with which Latrobe had made a similar 
experiment in the United States Capitol nearly forty years before."
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(Continuation Sheet)*

Playmakers Theatre (Smith Hall), University of North Carolina, Cameron Avenue, 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina

The structure is a simple temple of stuccoed brick, with bays of sides and 
rear separated by antae carrying an entablature with bracketed cornice. The 
prostyle tetrastyle portico features fluted columns with the naturalistic capitals 
beautifully modeled. The interior has been altered somewhat to serve a succession 
of purposes, but the important elements survive. The wall treatment features 
pilasters separating the bays and carrying a simple entablature. Especially interesting 
are the plastered exposed ceiling trusses sketched and explained by Davis in a 
March 4, 1850, letter as being "the cheapest mode of breaking up the flat surface of 
the ceiling and . . . more in the. pure^Greejc style than the arch." The Playmakers 
Theatre, a small temple-form building of excellent proportions accented by rich and 
inventive detail, is of national architectural significance as a work of Alexander 
Jackson Davis. It was the product not of a published drax^ing, but of lengthy and 
well-documented individualized attention to every detail of an evolving design  
the culmination of Davis f s vital role in the architectural development of the 
University of North Carolina.
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