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Coolmore Plantation, a two-story frame mansion with small one-story wings,
was begun in 1859, It was designed in the Italian Villa style by E. G.

Lind of Baltimore. The main block has a hip roof intersected by decorative
gables. The wide overhang is supported by very elaborate brackets. At

the apex of the roof is a fanciful belvedere with stained glass windows.

The north (front) facade is three bays wide, the center bay being slightly
recessed. This bay features a one-story flat roofed porch with chamfered
posts terminated by cornice caps. Above the porch is an elongated, stylized
Palladian window. The flanking bays are divided at the second floor level
by a simple heavy wooden stringer. On each level there are coupled pairs of
windows. Those on the second floor have simple round arched heads. Those
on the first are floor length, have segmental arched heads, and are
sheltered by cornices supported on moulded brackets.

On the interior, Coolmore presents a series of unusual, elaborate rooms.
The entrance hall is apsidal and treated with a profusion of wooden and
plaster ornament including pilasters on pedestals supporting elaborate
brackets and a false half dome. Behind this is the stair hall featuring a
superb elliptical stair which ascends to and is lighted by the belvedere.
At the rear is a small rectangular hall.

In the northwest corner is the parlor which retains its original furnishings,
marble mantel, wallpaper, and superb painted ceiling in trompe 1l'oeil with
flowers, panels, and other designs. Across the hall is a second parlor with
walls painted to resemble polychromed panels, an elaborate painted ceiling,
marble mantel, and most of its original furnishings. In the southwest corner
is the dining room which has painted walls like those of the second parlor and
features cupboards with glazed doors of red patterned glass on either

side of the fireplace. The stair hall is painted to resemble polychromed
panels like the second parlor.

On the grounds are original servants quarters, gas house, smoke house,
carriage house, and other dependencies all treated with cupolas. Some have
bracket cornices in imitation of the main house.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In 1845 Dr. Joseph J. W. Powell, a prominent Edgecombe County physician,
acquired the Robert D. Wimberly plantation approximately four miles
northwest of Tarboro. He lived in a small farmhouse until 1859 when he
began construction of a mansion designed by E. G. Lind of Baltimore. The
house was completed shortly before Dr. Powell's death in 1861 and the
property was divided by the court, with his widow, Martha B. Powell,
receiving one-third of the 1,165-acre estate including their new home
"Coolmore.'" After Mrs. Powell's death the plantation passed to her son
Joseph C. Powell. Joseph was a noted agriculturalist and an active member
of the Edgecombe County Farmers' Alliance, serving as its secretary in 1889.
His son, Joseph C. Powell, Jr,., is now resident owner. (Nina Powell, his
mother, deeded him the property in 1931).

Coolmore is set in a grove of large magnolias and deciduous trees on a twelve-
acre lawn. Since its construction the house remains almost unaltered with its
outbuildings complete. Preserved in the house are many of the bills and
imvoices connected with the construction of house as well as the architect's
original drawing. Coolmore is one of the largest, finest, and best documented
examples of a plantation house of its style and period in North Carolina.

The house is fully documented in personal diaries and account books. Copies
are on deposit at the State office.
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Situate on the south side of State Highway #90, about four miles west of the town
of Tarboro, and beginning at a stake on the south side of the right of way of
said State Highway, and on the east side of the yard hedge of said dwelling, said
stake being N 85 degrees 50 minutes W. 2277 feet and N 87 degrees 40 minutes

W. 308 feet from Harry Beech's northwest corner in said Nina B. Powell's line,
thence S. 1 degree W. 977.5 feet to a stake, in a path, thence N 88 degrees

24 minutes W. 488.8 feet to a stake, on ditch bank, between the path and ditch
thence along said ditch bank S. 68 degrees 36 minutes W. 240.4 feet and S. 42
degrees W. 78.6 feet, cornering, on said ditch bank, thence N. 89 degrees 40
minutes W. 278 cornering, thence N 1 degrees 12 minutes E. 1112 feet to the south
line of said State Highway's right of way, thence along and with said State
Highway's right of way S. 89 degrees, 40 minutes E. 1037.5 feet to the point of
beginning, containing 24.4 acres, according to a survey made by W. L. Trevathan,
Engineer, on the 15th day of June, 1931.
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