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Original Site iF|
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built for George Walton in 1795, College Hill is a two-story 
wood house with weatherboarded and clapboarded walls, gable roof, 
and a brick chimney at either end. A fine two-story wood veranda, 
consisting of a series of segmental arches supported on delicate 
square columns on pedestals, extends across the full width of the 
seven-bay wide front (north) elevation. The main house is about 
52-feet wide and 30-feet deep and has a one-story 15 by 16-foot 
kitchen, added in 1898, attached to the southwest (rear) corner.

The wide center double doors in the first and second stories 
of the facade are framed by pilasters and have segmental fanlights 
over sidelights. Windows on both stories are adorned by exterior 
louvered shutters.

In plan a central hall, divided into two sections, extends 
through the house and separates the four rooms on the first floor 
into pairs. Tiie two major (front) rooms have fireplaces and the 
smaller (rear) rooms have none. A graceful curved U-shaped stair 
is located in the right-hand rear corner of the large front hall, 
and behind this hall is a smaller rear hall. The hall walls are 
plastered and the principal rooms have board walls covered with 
paper and wainscotting. The mantels in these larger rooms are 
enriched with Adam style pilasters and sunbursts in their entab­ 
lature.

The center hall plan is repeated on the second floor, where 
there are five bedrooms. The house has been little-altered and 
has never been restored. Used as a private residence, College 
Hill is not open to visitors. The original kitchen was located in 
a separate building that is no longer standing.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Ev-tnts, Etc.)

College Hill, also known as the Harper House, was the residence 
from 1795 to 1804 of George Walton, a signer of the Declaration of 
Independence for Georgia, lawyer, politician, soldier, governor and 
chief justice of Georgia, and a U.S. Senator.

HISTORY

On January 10, 1787 the State of Georgia granted Walton the 
100 acres of land that originally made up this farm, then located 
on the outskirts of Augusta. College Hill was built by George 
Walton in 1795 and on July 4 of that year he wrote to a friend, 
"Having completed a mansion of my own at this place and removed my 
family, you will please take possession of Meadow Garden place (the 
cottage in which the Waltons 1 had been residing prior to 1795) as 
trustee of my sons," thus indicating that Walton had moved to the 
newly completed "College Hill." During this last period of Walton's 
life he was a judge of the superior court of Georgia from 1793 to 
1795 and from 1799 to 1804. In 1795-96 he was appointed to fill out 
the unexpired term of a Georgia Senator in the U.S. Senate. Walton 
died at College Hill on February 2, 1804 and was buried in the 
Rosney Cemetery at Augusta. In 1848, however, his remains were 
removed and reinterred at the monument erected in Augusta to Georgia 
signers of the Declaration of Independence.

College Hill has been owned by the Harper family, descendants 
of George Walton, since 1885.
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

The National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings

College Hill, 2216 Wrightsboro Road, 
Augusta, Georgia

George Walton, a Signer of the Declaration of Independence for Georgia, 
was a lawyer, politician, soldier, governor, chief justice, and 
U.S. Senator. Born near Farmville, Virginia, and left an orphan at 
am early age,Walton was raised by an uncle and apprenticed to be a 
carpenter. In 1769, at the age of 20, he moved to Savannah, Georgia, 
where he studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1774. With the 
exception of 1778 and 1779, Walton served continuously in the Continental 
Congress from 1776 until September 27, 1781,. In 1778 he was commissioned 
a colonel in the Georgia militia, served during the siege of Savannah, 
and was there wounded and captured by the British in December 1778. 
He was exchanged in September 1779. The revolutionary government of 
Georgia was torn by dissension in 1779 and the most influential faction 
elected Walton governor; he held this office from November 1779 to 
January 1780. After the War he served from 1783 to 1789 as chief 
justice of Georgia, his second term as governor from 1789 to 1790, and 
as a U.S. Senator for Georgia, from 1795 to 1796.

About 1790 Walton took up residence in Augusta and in 1795 built 
College Hill which served as his home from 1795 until his death in 1804. 
The little-altered house has never been restored. College Hill is a 
private residence, and is not open to visitors.
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