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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The Josiah Bartlett House stands on a well-kept 2-acre houselot on the west side of
Main Street (Route 111) in Kingston, New Hampshire. To the east is a portion of
the Kingston common and beyond it the town hall. The 2-story Victorian building
immediately to the south is now the Fremont Furniture House. A small shopping
center is located immediately to the north. At the rear of the houselot are some
20 acres of open field and woodlot which once belonged to Bartlett and are still
the property of his descendants.

The original section of the present Josiah Bartlett House was constructed in 1774
after fire destroyed the first house on the same site. It is a 2 1/2-story frame

and clapboard building measuring some 49 feet wide and 35 feet deep (5 bays by 2 bays).
Two interior chimneys break the gabled roof at the ridge line. The windows--

6/6 double-hung sash--are flanked by louvered blinds. Sometime during the first

third of the 19th century a 2-story gable-roofed wing some 20 by 39 feet in size was
constructed at the southwest (rear) corner of the main house and a l-story open

porch (now screened) was added to its southern side. During the same period

Greek Revival detailing was applied to the house; these elements include giant
pilasters at the corners, cornices above the first-floor-front and the side

windows, the pilasters and cornice at the main entrance (center of the east elevation),
and the square columns which support the porch.

The main section of the house follows a four-square plan with two rooms on either
side of a central hall. The hall itself is divided into front and rear sections,
each containing a staircase set against the right (north) wall. To the left
(south) of the hall are the living room and dining room; the latter was once

the kitchen and its wide fireplace and related implements are still intact. On
the right of the hall are the parlor and a bedroom. The chimney for these two

rooms and the parlor fireplace were rebuilt about 1860; the closets that originally
flanked the parlor fireplace were remodeled at that time into the existing arched
alcoves.

There are four bedrooms on the second floor, again divided by a central hall;
that at the southeast corner served as Bartlett's office. The wing contains

a kitchen and work rooms on the first floor and four bedrooms on the second.
The original wide-board floors remain in place throughout the house. A gable-
roofed frame and clapboard barn is attached to the rear (west) of the wing and
a one-story wooden garage extends south from the side of the barn.

The Bartlett House appears to be structurally sound and in good general condition.
Though the house is furnished for the use of its present residents, some pieces
owned by Bartlett remain in place. A small Queen Anne table, a desk, medical
cabinet, and surgical instruments were saved from the fire which destroyed the
first Bartlett house. Items acquired by Bartlett for the present house include

a highboy, grandfather's clock, and the dining room chairs. The linden tree
which stands on the front lawn was brought by Bartlett from Philadelphia.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Due to the voting order in the Continental Congress, Josiah Bartlett of Kingston,

New Hampshire, was probably the first delegate to vote for independence, the

second to sign the Declaration of Independence (after Congress President

John Hancock), and the first to vote for and sign the Articles of Confederation.

A physician by profession, and founder of the New Hampshire Medical Society, Bartlett
o se veg ief justice of New Hampshire 'and was the State's first chief executive
er tﬁ eaera Songtltutlon

The only extant building closely associated with Bartlett is the 2 1/2 story

frame house with gabled roof which he constructed at Kingston, New Hampshire in

1774. Bartlett built the house after fire destroyed his earlier home on the

same site and lived there until his death in 1795. Though given some Greek

Revival detailing during the early 19th-century, the house retains much of its

original character. Furnishings include a number of Bartlett pieces, among

them the doctor's desk, medical cabinet, and instruments. Still owned by

descendants of Bartlett, the house is used as a private residence and is not

open to the general public.

Historical Background

Josiah Bartlett was born on November 21, 1729, at Amesbury, Massachusetts. He

was educated in the common schools and at the age of 16 began the study of medicine
in the office of Dr. Ordway, a distant relative. Five years later, in 1750,
Bartlett qualified as a physician and began practice in the town of Kingston

in southern New Hampshire. He quickly won a reputation not only as a general
prdctitionet-but-atso—-as- an experimenter and innovator in diagnosis and treatment.
In 1364 ,4he married . le cou51n, Mary Bartlett of Newton, New Hampshire, by whom

he had 12 .childgen, o, q’

Wh11e deVQLgp;ngh;s pggctlce, Bartlett was also active in politics. He served as
representatlve to thé prOV1nC1a1 assembly from 1765 to 1775 and was a justice of

the peace and colonel Ln‘the militia from 1767 to 1775. In 1774 Bartlett became

a member of the New Hampshlre Committee of Correspondence and of the first provincial
Congress, which came into being when the royal governor disbanded the colonial
assembly. He was elected that same year to the Continental Congress but was kept
from attending when his house burned to the ground. It was rumored that "revenue
agents'" or “agents of the King" were responsible for the fire but Bartlett never
ascribed to such accusations. Bartlett immediately constructed a new house (the
present Bartlett House) on the site of the home that had been destroyed.

Bartlett attended the Second Continental Congress in 1775-76, serving at the
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same time on New Hampshire's Council of Safety. Though he rarely participated in
congressional debates, whose seeming futility irritated him, he sat on various
committees. Bartlett was again elected a congressional delegate in 1777 but was
too exhausted to attend. However, in August of that year he was able to lend

his medical skills to General John Stark's force of New Hampshire militia and Con-
tinental troops. They defeated a predominantly German element of Genmeral

John Burgoyne's command in the Battle of Bennington, one of the reverses that
helped to force the British surrender two months later at Saratoga, Bartlett
returned to Congress in 1778-79, after which he refused reelection because

of physical exhaustion.

Though Bartlett had no legal training, New Hampshire appointed him chief justice
of the court of common pleas in 1779. He became associate justice of the superior
court in 1782 and then served as its chief justice from 1788 to 1790. In 1788
Bartlett had taken part in the New Hampshire convention that ratified the

Federal Constitution, which he vigourously supported. He declined election to

the United States Senate the following year, probably on account of his age

and the weight of his judicial duties, but in 1790 he accepted the position

of chief executive-or president-of the State. He held that title until 1793-94
when he was named governor, as the newly amended New Hampshire constitution
redesignated the position.

Despite all his political activity, Bartlett did not lose interest in the field
of medicine. In 1790 Dartmouth College conferred on him an honorary degree of
Doctor of Medicine. The following year he secured from the legislature a charter
for the New Hampshire Medical Society which, when organized with a constitution
and by-laws drafted by his own hand, elected him its first president. In 1794
ill health forced Bartlett to retire from public life. He died at his Kingston
home on May 19, 1795, and was buried in the cemetery of the Kingston Universalist
Church.

Though given some Greek Revival detailing during the first third of the 19th
century, the Josiah Bartlett House retains much of its original character.
Furnishings include a number of Bartlett pieces, some of which survive from

the first house on the site, including the doctor's desk, medical cabinent,

and instruments. The house is still owned by Bartlett's descendants and maintained
in good condition; it is not open to the general public.



