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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Mayor Girod House is a three story building with walls of stuccoed brick. 
The hipped roof has four dormers with segmental pendiments along the 
Chartres Street side and one dormer with a triangular pediment on the 
St. Louis Street side. An octagonal cupola which affords a view of the 
river surmounts the roof. The house could be called Louis XVI in its 
formal severity of stripped classicism. No applied orders of pilasters 
or columns relieve the plain walls. Shallow relief of rectilinear molding 
which runs along the first and second floor levels forms window molding 
as it continues somewhat like a Greek key band, around the windows. Similar 
banding follows under the cornice line and at the edges of slightly rounded 
corners, almost creating the effect of the wall being divided into recessed 
panels. Shallow balconies decorate the second floor level of both the old 
and new structures, with low ironwork railings. The subtle elegance of the 
design lends an austere beauty to the imposing building.

The original stair rises from the courtyard through all three floors in a 
broad graceful sweep. Three elliptical windows at the second story level 
of the main house open onto the courtyard which is enclosed on the other 
sides by the earlier two story building and connecting links.

The interior, although broken up for apartments, retains most of its 
original wooden mantels and interior woodwork. The mantels are typical 
Louisiana style with boxed paneled fireplaces and tall narrow paneled 
overmantels that extend to the high ceiling cornices. The one in what was 
once the main living room is particularly elaborate. The mantel itself has 
double engaged columns with, a garland frieze below the shelf. Tall 
attenuated pilasters form the overmantel with a starred lunette flanked by 
carved angels in carved relief above. The section of cornice above the 
mantel is dentiled to add greater ornament to the central focus of the 
room. Other mantels, although not as highly decorated, are still carefully 
detailed and varied in design.

The building is in very good condition when its constant use as a multi- 
family residence is considered. The main stair is also heavily worn and 
should receive attention.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
One of the best examples of the continuing French architectural influence 
in New Orleans, the Mayor Girod House, is a structural composite dating from 
the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. Mayor Nicolas Girod built 
the three-story section of the building in 1814 attaching it to a two-story 
section constructed by his brother in 1794. Little altered and unrestored, 
the Mayor Girod house is an important and excellent example of a large French 
colonial townhouse in the United States.

HISTORY

In 1814, Nicolas Girod, then serving his first term as mayor of New Orleans, 
,'-v,..nj» inherited from his brother, Clause Francois, a corner lot at Chartres and

St. Louis Streets. He built the large main house which is sometimes known as 
The Napoleon House because of local stories which tie Girod to a plan to 
rescue the former French leader and give him the house as his residence. 
Girod owned the house until his death in 1841. The Impastato family has owned 
the building for about seventy years. A bar and grill is now located in the 
first floor and the rest of the house has been converted into apartments, 
but great care is taken by the current owners to maintain the structure of 
the building.
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The Mayor Girod House is located on the southeast corner of the Intersection 
of Chartres and St. Louis Streets. The house abuts directly to adjoining 
buildings on the other two sides. The boundary is drawn to coincide with 
the property boundary beginning at the near curb of the southeast corner of 
the intersection of Chartres and St. Louis Street then continuing southeast 
along St. Louis to the end of Girod house property, then northeast along this 
east property line to its end, then northwest along the north line of the 
Girod property to Chartres Street then southwest along the near curb of 
Chartres to the point of beginning.


