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1. STATE

California
2. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOG1CAL SITE, WRITE "ARCH" BEFORE THEME NO.

XX (Architecture) ancl XV (Fur-Trade)
3. NAME(S) OF SITE Q COioS^ifJ, ffVt^, t'6C

Fort Hoes Commander's House
4. APPROX. ACREAGE

aeres
5. EXACT LOCATION (County, township, roads, etc. If difficult to find, sketch on Supplementary Sheet)

____ Sonoaa County, on State Highway 1, 87 isiles north of San Francisco
6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Also administrator if different from owner)

____ State of California (Division of Beaches and Parks) _ _____
7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Describe briefly what makes site important and what remains are extant)

Statement of Si^aif iconce

Built in 1012, the Cocaaander's House is an excellent original
tple of the Russian aethods of log construction.

Fort Boss was established as a Bussian Aiaeriean Company fur 
trading post "by Iran Kuskoff and 95 Bussians and 80 J\l@uts froa Sitka, 
Alaska, in the spring of 1812. The post was constructed on the saiae 
general plan utilized "by the Busslans for their for trading posts in 
Alaska. Fort Boss -was an quadrangular enclosure which measured about 
2T6 by 312 feet* Haad-heim redwood timbers -were used for all construction, 
including the stockaded walls, -which were 12 feet high. $wo two- story 
blockhouses, oae 7-sided and the other 8~si&ed, wr© located at diagonally 
otrposite corners of the stockade,

Inside the -walls were the ccsrosBiander's house, officer's quarters, 
a t-wo-story barracks for the Kussian eB_?loyees, a chapel, and 3 storehouses 
and offices, outside the  walls wre 37 redwood huts for the Aleuts, a  wind­ 
mill, fam buildings, granaries, cattle yards, a tannery, and -workshops 
for blackBiniths, coopers, bakers, and carpenters. .Jhe fort -was completed 
in l8l4. In December, Ic&l, the ISussian American Coispany sold Fort ROSE 
to John A, Sutter and the last Busoians l^t the post in January,

8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Give best sources; give location of manuscripts and rare works')

-Hubert H. Bancroft, 'History of Calif omia |7 vols., San l*mncisco, 
188^-90), II, 53*62, 29^-320, 625-525 IV. 15^*39; IMrold Kirker, California^ 

Frontier (San 1-larino, 19&5), 3, 13; Fort Boss State ^ (Leafl©, California Division of Beaches and Parks, 1955)

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention best reports and studies, as, J^PS study, HABS, etc.)

Historic American Building Survey; GAL 1313 Bussian Barracks h photos 
Jessie S. Douglas, "Brief Historical Account of Fort Ros8,"(N.P.S.
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6. Description and Importance (cont'd) ...

STATE

Calif oraia
HAME(S) OF SITE

Fort Boss Ccsrmancler's House

» Continued?

Boas©, erected in IB12, is a one-story 
3£> by **8 feet, ffae ^aiXs, i&feh aa?e

parallel, ecpalj or sfc rigfefc asgl&s to aaaofcher^ art §ta^ris©& odt 
squared redwood ticibers that arc mDartisM together at the corners. Ho 
saws or ougere vere used, but the intricate ana strong long-Joining 
done vith the use of the atlse, axe, IstmdiQce, chisel, and plaije. The 
higfo-pitchad ^@als&d hln»ed roof, -afcieli also <mri@s fa?oa sldE^ to s!<!e 
end to end, vas "built In tiro layere and 1© made up of gTdllguMy split 
and heved boards that are up to 23 feet long said over an iach thick; 
these each have tvo chiseled grooves down their upper side near each 
edge to keep the vater away rrtsu tlie cracks. tHho residence has a hall 
and T rooms, with ia&teatims tfeot tli^ra say one© 1*^?$ ^0ea six eigfe^fe rooa* 
% 1818 the lionae fesd glass in its  niMowis, niiieii  »s®s Ij^ssrted fr«m

!The Conaziand^r's House^ lergeiy an origirjal "building, vas still 
lafeSMSt az^ littls-allf^^t ia 1906 7&m ^*e Forfe ^®s site ms 

to tl^ Sfeat« &f California* SSjJs tmiMisg, aow a |>arfc of Jtart
a?ic§l I&a»aa8^fet ie bei» 

is a§&& to vl«^tor0 as an historic house




