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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This one-story 7-room adobe dwelling was erected by Raflasl Gonzalez. The
main section is about 90 by 18 feet in size and has two short one-room wings
projecting 10 feet to the north at each «nd, thus giving the house a short
U-shaped plan. Covered verandas extend along both long sides of the house.
The adobe walls are two feet thick, except at the southeast end, where they
are 3 feet thick. The exterior walls were covered with a lime whitewash.

The original roof was of tile and the floors of packed earth, which was later
replaced by wood. The door and window openings were spamned by timber lintels
about 3 inches thick.

The house was restored in the 1920's. During this work brick fireplaces and
chimneys and tile floors were installed. Several new windows were also added
on the original front or southwest side of the house. The building is now
used for offices.

The grounds are beautifully maintained. and the interiors are not changed
substanially from the time of designation.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Built about 1825, the Gonzalez House is a good example of a restored typical
medium sized adobe townhouse of the Mexican period.

HISTORY |

The Gonzalez house was built about 1825 by Rafael Gonzales, a descendant of
the family to which the King of Spain had granted large acreage. Gonzalez
married an Italian girl and brought her to this house as their home. Don
Rafael was alcalde of Santa Barbara in 1829. One of his daughters, Salome
Francisca Ventura Gonzalez, married Cristobal A. Ramirez on April 26, 1865,
and the old homestead was deeded to her on March 17, 1866, and became known
as the Ramirez adobe. Senora Ventura Gonzalez de Ramirez lived in this house
until a few months before her death in 1923, when it was sold to A. L. Murphy
Vhay.

It now serves as offices for the firm of Ahlstrand-Sears and Company.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The Gonzalez House sits back from the street on a rise of ground, hidden by
shrubs. Its boundary is coterminous with its city lot, bounded by Laguna Street
on the east, the rear or south property line of 330 Canon Pedro Avenue on the
north, and the adjoining property of the west and south.
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Name/TiTie  Boundary prepared by Patricia Heintzelman, Architectural Historian,
Landmark Review Project; original form prepared by Charles Snell, 1967
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Ad
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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Floor plan of the Gonzalez House from Clarence Cullimore, Santa Barbara

Adobes.



