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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (// known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Victoria Mansion is a large two -and -one -half brick structure with an 
irregular main block, a projecting central four-stage entrance tower, and a 
low hip roof with subsidary gables . The house is about 62 feet wide and 65 feet 
deep, with a service wing extending further to the rear. The walls are of 
brick stuccoed to resemble brownstoae ashlar and the elaborate carved trim 
is of brownstone, except for the bracketed wooden cornice. Tb& corners and
angles of the house are prominently marked by rusticated quoInsT 'The roofs 
are of metal.

The main (south) facade is five bays wide, with offset bays, and is 
dominated by a centrally-located, projecting square entrance tower that 
rises in four-stages. The round-arch door in the tower's first story is 
sheltered by a one-story portico with balustraded roof and two pairs of 
fully fluted Ionic columns. A larger one-story porch, with matching 
balustrade and two Ionic columns, extends across the face of the two bays 
which flank the tower to the west (left). The second-story front of the tower 
has a large flat-arch window decorated by a classical triangular pediment 
and framing pilasters. The second-stage of the tower on its west (side) face 
has a round-arch window. Both faces in the third stage have round windows and 
the fourth stage is comprised of a belfry story, with three narrow round 
arched and pilaster windows set in each elevation.

The wide bay to the east (right) of the tower projects forward from the 
tower and its first-story contains a narrower projecting bay with three 
narrow flat-arch windows grouped between corner pilasters. Another set of 
flat-arched triple windows appears in the second story above, the bay, this 
time crowned by a wide triangular pediment with elaborately carved consoles. 
The gable roof, which projects over this wide east bay, is bracketed like 
the main roof, and its end is treated as a pediment. First-story windows 
are full-length and, except on the south (main) facade, are generally topped 
by segmental arches and crowned by triangular pediments with consoles. 
Second story windows are round-arched and topped by prominent segmental 
pediments with carved brownstone consoles.

The house has a center hall plan. The entrance door in the tower opens 
into a vestibule, beyond which a 12-foot wide hall, open to the third floor, 
extends through the house to the rear. In the center of the hall, at about 
cnidpoint, is a lavishly carved flying staircase of San Domingo mahogany 
which rises to a landing lighted by a stained glass window, and then 
continues upward to the third floor. To the right (east) of the hall are the 
music room, the dining room with hand-carved panelled walls, and, in the 
rear, the library. The entire left side of the hall is occupied by a parlor 
which measures approximately 18 by 32 feet in size.

The interiors are generally decorated in the Louis XV style and are 
remarkably elaborate . Each room ) on the first floor is trimmed in a 
different wood - Brazilian rosewood, walnut, mahongany; every room has an
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Designed by the architect Henry Austin and with extraordinary 
elaborate interiors by the artist-decorator Giovanni Guidirini, the 
Victoria Mansion, erected in 1859-63, is one of the finest and least- 
altered examples in the United States of a large Italianate Villa-styled 
brick and brownstone town house.z 
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History

Plans for the house, originally intended as a summer residence, were 
prepared by .Henry Austin, architect of New Haven, Connecticut. The 
elaborate interior ceiling and wall decorations were designed by Giovanni 
Guidirini, artist-decorator of New York City, who imported 11 Italian 
artists to execute his plans. Built for Ruggles Sylvester Morse, a New 
Orleans hotel owner, construction began in 1859 and due to delays caused 
by the Civil War, was not completed until 1863. Francis D. Little was the 
builder and the cost of construction is said to have amounted to $1*00,000. 
In 1895 the house was acquired by J. R. Libby, a Portland merchant.

In 19^3 the little-altered mansion was donated to the Victoria 
Society of Maine Women.
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1. Description Continued page 1

elaborate rocco plaster cornice gilded with gold leaf. The walls and ceilings 
are decorated with frescos comprised of painted medallions showing scenes of 
Italian peasant life. Seven of the fireplaces have intricately carved 
Carrara marble mantels. The carved panelled doors are 10 1/2 feet high and 
have silver-plated knobs and hinges. The original and elaborate gasoliers 
are also still in place.

The lavish decorations are continued on the second and even up through 
the third floor. The second floor has four bedrooms, a dressing room, and 
smoking room; the third story contains three more bedrooms and a large billiard 
room.

The exterior and interior of the house are unaltered. While the overall 
condition of the structure is excellent, a very serious condition has developed 
that will cause irremediable damage to the rich interiors unless quickly 
corrected: The original metal roofs have sprung a series of leaks and 
considerable amounts of water have begun to work downward. Some damage has 
already occured to the plaster on the third floor.

The Victoria Mansion is open to visitors as a furnished historic house 
exhibit.


