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The Sweat Mansion is a large oblong-shaped three-story brick structure 
with low hip,roof, roof balustrade, and a semi-circular one-story portico. 
The house is about 52 feet wide and U2 feet deep. The walls are of brick lai< 
in Flemish bond and the foundations are of stone. The main (south) 
elevation is five-bays wide and is dominated by the one-story semi-circular 
portico located in the center bay. The porch has two columns and two engaged 
columns in the Doric order which support an entablature comprised of an 
architrave, a frieze decorated with triglyphs, and a modillioned cornice. 
The roof of the portico is crowned with a wood balustrade that is surmounted 
by small urns. The center door is flanked by side lights and these are 
topped by a wide elliptical fan light. In the second story, over the 
entrance way, is a fine Palladian window.

First-story windows in the main facade are full-length, on the other 
three elevations they are of regular size. Third-story windows are reduced 
in height. First and second-story windows have flat arches and are topped 
by white denticulated cornices. The roof has an excellent cornice decorated 
by a row of inverted cove brackets and, at the eaves, a graceful balustrade 
surmounted by urns encloses the low hip roof. The mansion has four large 
brick chimneys, one is located in each of the side (east and west) walls and 
two are set in the rear (north) wall.

A 12-foot wide central hall extends through the mansion from front 
to rear and divides the four rooms on the first floor into pairs. The 
splendid flying staircase, located in the center and near the rear of the 
hall, is freestanding and rises two stories in height. To the left (or 
west) of the hall, in the southwest corner, is the large drawing room, and in 
the rear, the smaller-sized library. On the east side of the hall, in the 
southeast (front) corner, is the dining room and in the rear, the kitchen.
These two rooms are separated by a lateral side hall that contains the 
service stairs. Windows are recessed and have interior shutters; the floors 
are of wide boards. The fine carving in the hall was executed by Hanison 
Brazier. The dining room and drawing room have carved molding, wainscoting, 
pediments over doors and fireplaces, and elaborate plaster cornices in the 
Adam style. The second floor, containing four bedrooms, has a plan similar 
to the first floor and its hall is lighted by the Palladian windows located 
in the front and rear walls. The master bedroom in the southwest (front) 
corner and the chamber in the southeast corner also have fine mantels.

The Sweat Mansion is in excellent condition and is open to visitors 
as a furnished historic house exhibit.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Designed and built by John Kimball, Sr. and erected in 1800, the Sweat 
Mansion is a superb and little-altered example of an Adamesque Federal 
brick town house.

History

The mansion was built in 1800 for Hugh McLellan, a wealthy Portland 
Merchant, from plans prepared by John Kimball, Sr., architect-Builder. 
Cost of construction is said to have amounted to $20,000. The house was 
acquired by Asa Clapp for $U,500 in 1820. From 1823 to i860 it was the 
residence of General Joshua Wingate and his family. The property became 
the residence of Lorenzo de Medici Sweat in i860 and on September 30, 1907, 
his widow left the mansion to the Portland Society of Art on condition that 
a suitable memorial building be erected. This structure, designed by the 
architect John Calvin Stevens and known as the L.D.M. Sweat Memorial Art 
Museum, was built in the rear of the mansion and opened to the public on 
April 22, 1911.
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