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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Tate House is a five-bay, two-and-a-half story, frame Georgiahhouse
with a hugh central chimney and feathered clapboarding. The gambrel

roof is unusual: in front it is recessed at the break in the pitch for

a bank of three windows in the attic rooms. The central doorway opens
into a small hall containing the stairs to the second floor and an
unusual cove ceiling. The first floor contains three large rooms: the
dining room, situated at the left of the hall; the parlor, located to

the right; and a hugh kitchen, which extends across the entire rear. The
kitchen has a second set of stairs leading to the second floor. The
second story contains three large bedrooms and two more finished chambers

are situated on the third floor. The central chimney has eight fireplaces,

one for each of the rooms.

Each of the principal rooms is handsomely paneled and wainscoted in the
Georgian manner. Much of the paneling and bolection molding is believed
to have been brought from England. The floors are of wide pine boards of
different widths.
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trade in marine timber.

cause of the Revolutionary War.

Built in 1755 for Geroge Tate (1700-1794), Mast Agent for the Royal

Navy, the house is a tangible link with the pre-revolutionary New England
Resentment over the British expropriation of
the finest trees for H. M. Navy's masts and spars was a contributing

The outstanding architectural features of the George Tate House are the
clerestory gambrel roof and the fine interior paneling.
gambrel form is one of only two known extant examples of this once
fairly common northern New England type, the other being the much less
splendid Burnham Tavern of 1770 in Machias, Maine.
exterior of the Tate House belies the quite lavish interior trim and
typifies the pioneer conditions under which the building was built. The
Tate House is owned by the National Society of the Colonial Dames of
America in Maine and is open to the public.

The clerestory

The austere, unpainted




Maine--A Guide '"Down East' (American Guide Series) (Boston, 1937), 190;

York, 1956) 66-67; John C. Fitzpatrick, ed., Some Historic Houses.
Their Builders and Their Places in History (New York, 1939), 135.

Dorothy and Richard Pratt, A Guide to Early American Homes--North (New
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NATIONAL REGISTE

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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GPO 9071 .087
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