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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Except for a 1707 ell, the Hopkins House was built by 
Stephen Hopkins in 1742-43. The L-shaped house is a two-story 
frame structure with gable roof, two chimneys, and clapboarded 
walls. First-story windows are topped by cornices. The north 
arm, four bays wide and one bay deep, measures about 14 by 31- 
feet and the rear arm 20^ by 24-feet in size. This rear ell, 
now two stories in height, incorporates the original one-story 
dwelling erected in 1707. The north (Hopkins Street) elevation, 
four bays wide, originally had a window in the first story of 
each bay. In 1928 a reconstructed door, with triangular 
pediment and pilasters typical of the mid-18th century, was 
inserted in place of the window that had occupied the second bay 
from the left corner. The new door became the main entrance. 
The original main entrance, a panelled door topped by a 
rectangular transom, was located in what is now in the west side, 
in the third bay from the rear corner of the ell; this door opened 
in to the "keeping room." Except for the addition of the new 
main entrance, the exterior of the house is otherwise little- 
altered .

The new door opens into a central hall which contains the 
main stairway set against the east (left) wall. To the left of 
the Hall is the Governor's study and to the right the parlor. 
The parlor fireplace has a set of recessed shelves topped by : 
rounded headed and shell shaped carving set in the paneling above 
the hearth. The fireplaces in the study and keeping room have 
simple paneling. To the right of the parlor fireplace a door 
opens into a short passageway that in turn opens in the large 
keeping room. In the southeast corner, off the keeping room, 
is a small bedroom without a fireplace. Upstairs there are 
five bedrooms, and of these chambers two have fireplaces. The 
interior of the house, including the stairs, woodwork, floors, 
and fireplaces, is largely original. The structure was carefully 
restored by Norman M. Isham in 1927-28, when the house was 
moved to its present location. The building is maintained in 
excellent condition and is open to visitors as a historic house 
museum.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Ef-ints, Etc.)

The home from 1742 to 1785 of Stephen Hopkins, a Signer of 
the Declaration of Independence for Rhode Island, merchant, 
politician, royal governor of Rhode Island, and jurist. The 
little-altered house is the only extant structure closely associated 
with Stephen Hopkins.

Brief Sketch of the Life of Stephen Hopkins, 1707-1785

Stephen Hopkins was born March 7, 1707 in the tiawn of Cranston 
(1754-1868) (now a part of the City of Providence), Rhode Island. 
His boyhood, however, was mostly passed in the section that since 
1731 has formed the town of Scituate. A farmer and surveyor, 
Hopkins married Sarah Scott in 1726, by whom he had seven children. 
She died in 1753 and in 1755 he married Mrs. Anne (Smith) Smith.

When Scituate was set off from Providence in 1731 Hopkins 
was made moderator of the first town meeting ] in 1732 he became 
town clerk and in 1735 president of the town council. From 1732 
to 1738 (with the exception of 1734) he represented Scituate in 
the Rhode Island General Assembly. In 1741 he was again elected 
assemblyman and he became speaker in 1742. In 1736 he was chosen 
one of the justices of the court of common pleas for Providence 
County, as well as justice of the peace, and in 1741 became clerk 
of the court of common pleas. About 1740 he joined his merchant 
brother in his commercial ventures and in 1742 Hopkins moved to 
Providence, where he resided for the rest of his life.

From 1744 to 1752 he served again in the General Assembly, 
from 1747 to 1749 he held the position of assistant justice of the 
Rhode Island superior court, and from 1751 to 1755 was chief jus 
tice. From 1755 to 1757 he was royal governor of Rhode Island. 
Hopkins attended the general colonial congresses of 1754, 1755, and 
1757, where he favored a union of the English colonies.
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