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The Edward Carrington House is a large square three-story brick town 
house with balustraded and hipped^roof, parapeted roof deck, and a two-story 
porch. Built of gray-brown brick laid in Flemish bond and trimmed in 
brownstone, the structure is h^> feet 9 inches square and has a rear two-story 
ell at the northwest corner which was added by 1315.

The main (south) facade is five-bays wide and is dominated by a large 
(2^ by 7 feet), elaborate, two-story porch with superimposed Corinthian and 
Ionic capitals of wood, carved by B. Sturges, and topped by a balustraded 
roof. First story columns are of iron and the four upper ones are of wood. 
The corners of the house are marked by large brownstone quoins; window frames 
on the south elevation are rusticated with brownstone quoins and topped by 
flat arch rusticated lintels with keystones. Windows on the other three 
elevations are similar, except that their brownstone trim is not rusticated. 
Third-story windows are reduced in height and the third-floor level is marked
by a prominent brownstone belt course. The cornice is modillioned and a 
carved wood balustrade extends around the roof at the eaves. The hip roof is 
cut off to form a flat deck in the center and the deck is enclosed by a wood 
parapet. A pair of tall end chimneys rise from each side wall. The center 
door in the main facade is flanked by two pair of engaged columns: the door 
way is framed with rusticated brownstone quoins, topoed by a wide elliptical 
fan light, and flanked by sidelights. The five-bay west (side) elevation 
also has a center door with fan light and is shelter-el !>  ? one-story 
pedimented -o.»rtic ' "'. bh tro columns.

The filrst-st-ry plan oT the house has a wi'le central hall extending 
through from front to rear, dividing the four rooms on this floor into pairs. 
The two rooms on the west side are further separated by a lateral hall that 
leads from the center hall to the west door. The fine spiral staircase is 
located in the center of the house in the main hall ana was separated from 
full view of the entrance hall by a wall treated as a he-"1 !' door.~ Tais 
partition has been removed, revealing the staircase, but ':he leaded glass 
arched ianlight of the partition has been left in place. To the east, or 
right, of the hall are double parlors, and the room in the northeast (rear) 
corner served briefly (until luis) as the first dining room. To the west of 
the hall, in front, is a parlor that was once utilized as a library, and in 
the northwest (rear) corner, the first kitchen which became the present 
dining room in lold, when the existing kitchen was built in the added rear 
ell.

The southeast parlor is the most elaborate room in the house and its 
decorations have been attributed to John Holden Greene, a Providence 
Architect. The walls are hung with a handsome Chinese handpainted paper 
said to have been made about 1^23* this paper has been carefully cleaned and 
restored. The overmantels, overdoors, and recessed windows are elaborately 
decorated with broken-scroll pediments. The original Adamesque first-floor 
mantels were removed and replaced around 1^5 by the existing Greek Revival 
styled white marble mantels.
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'STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Built in 1310-12, the Edward Carrington House is a superb example of 

a large brick Adamesque-Federal styled town house. The exteriors and 
interiors are little-altered.

History

Built by John Corliss as a two-story brick residence in 1310-11, the 
house was acquired by the wealthy merchant Edward Carrington in 1812. 
Carrington enlarged the structure by adding a third story and the porches. 
The house remained in the possession of the Carrington family to June, 1936, 
when it was given to the Rhode Island School of Design. The residence was 
acquired by the present owner in 1961.

The few changes made during the Victorian period have been removed: 
gas chandeliers have been replaced by Federal period chandeliers and later 
bookcases have been removed from the southwest first-floor library (now a 
parlor).
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Antoinette F. Downing, Early Houses of Rhode Island (Richmond, Va. , 1937),
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Edward Carrington House. 
7. Description (l)

The northeast (rear) parlor has simpler woodvn-k and is hung with an original 
French scenic wallpaper by Joseph Dufour and Company of Paris, entitled 
Indian Landscapes, printed in I<il5. The dining room in the northwest corner 
has another Dufour paper, The Adventures of Telemachus on the Is_land 
of Calypso, printed in 1B25. This paper was originally hung in the library 
in the southwest corner, where it was almost concealed by Victorian period 
bookcases. This paper has also been cleaned and restored. In the former 
southwest library the bookcases have been removed and the room restored as a 
parlor.

On the second and third floors the central hallways do not follow the plan 
of the main floor, but run parallel with the front of the house. The second 
floor rooms, which include three large bedrooms and a dressing room, have 
their original Adamesque mantels. The third floor contains three more 
chamber and a storage room.

The Edward Carrington House has been carefully restored since l'X-0 and is 
in excellent condition. Used as a private residence, the house is not open 
to visitors.
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9. Major Bibliographical References for the Carrington House, Providence: 

Wayne Andrews, Architecture ? Ambition, and Americans (New York, 1955). 93. 

Knowlton Mixer, Old Houses of New England (New York, 1927), 335.

Hugh Gourley, III, "Carrington House, Providence, .Rhode Island," Antiques
February, 1'. ' '!, 1>'"2.

Antoinette F. Downing, "The Fate of Carrington House, "Rhode Island History
Vol. XVI (January, 19^2), 1-7.

Museum Notes, Museum of Art, Rhode Island School of Design, Providence
Vol. 3, No. li, April,


