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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (II known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

JThe Exchange Building is a freely rendered Greek Revival structure 
featuring a finely executed Doric portico. The building is two-stories 
on a high basement with the second floor windows contained in the frieze 
of the entablature. Although the entrance facade is five bays wide, the 
portico shelters only the central three bays. The side elevations also 
contain five bays but these are more widely spaced and are separated by 
pilasters. The building is topped by a hipped roof and a large shallow 
dome with lantern.
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The principal interior feature of the Exchange.is the central circular 
domed room. The dome rests on an entablature supported by piers. Behind 
the piers is a gallery with a very simple iron railing. Despite the 
fact that the building has served as a bank, and more recently a police 
court, the interior of the Exchange has survived without serious alteratior
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Among the original incorporators of the Petersburg Exchange in/1839 was 
David Dunlop, a prominent Petersburg tobacco manufacturer. .A group of 
local businessmen were desiraus of having such a building - intending 
that it serve to display tobacco and cotton as well as provide a place 
to hold auctions and sales. The design was supplied by a Mr. Berrien 
of New York, and completed by 1841. The Exchange presently serves the 
Domestic Relations and Police Court Departments of Petersburg.

The Exchange Building is a fine model of the more monumental Greek 
Revival commercial buildings which have become so rare. It stands as 
an example of the civic pride of the ante-bellum period.
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8. Statement of Significance

In the first half of the 19th century a building type that was virtually 
indispensable to the successful conduct of business in commercial centers was 
the Merchants Exchange. In these buildings bulk commodities such as tobacco, 
cotton and grain were sold from the wholesaler to the retailer or from the 
grower to the manufacturer. Some of the country's best known architects such 
as Benjamin Henry Latrobe, William Strickland, and Isaiah Rogers turned 
their hands to the design of Merchant's Exchanges. However becausQ these 
buildings were most frequently located in fast developing downtown areas very 
few of them have survived. The best known extant example is Strickland's 
Merchants Exchange in Philadelphia. However, the original interiors of this 
building have been completely altered to provide modern office space.

The Exchange in Petersburg, Virginia, built in 1841 and designed by Mr. Berrien 
of New York, is a boldly detailed building in the Greek Revival Style. 
Rectangular on the exterior with a tetrastyle Doric entrance portico, the 
interior discloses a central two-story rotunda rising to a dome and octagonal 
lantern. The Exchange in Petersburg is most probably the last, unaltered 
Merchants Exchange in existence in the United States.


