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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The following architectural description is taken from the National Register 
Nomination Form for 2017 I Street. The form was prepared in 1969 and there have 
been no significant changes to the property since then.

The Arts Club of Washington, facing south at 2017 I Street NW., is a 32' wide 
(four bays) red brick flemish-bond with buff stone trim rowhouse of three 
stories and a dormered attic with a grey slate gable roof. The house, set 10' 
back from the sidewalk, is flanked on the left by an apartment house and on the 
right by a late 19th century rowhouse.

Above a two-foot stone foundation the first floor has three 6/6 light double- 
hung windows with stone sills, splayed voussoir-and-keystone-patterned stone 
lintels and three panelled white wooden shutters. To the right of the windows, 
the entrance door which is the insignia of the Arts Club, is a 20th century re 
production of the original. This solid wood six-panelled door flanked by 
vertical 2/2 light double-hung windows is surmounted by an ornamental transom 
rail and a large fanlight surrounded by a reeded stone archway and scroll key 
stone. Stone band courses separate the first and second, and second and third 
stories. The four windows of both the second and the third floors are also 6/6 
light double-hung with stone sills, splayed voussoir-and-keystone-patterned 
stone lintels and have two panelled blinds. Two evenly spaced fourth floor 
dormers each have a double basement window with three lights to a side topped 
by a small fanlight. This 1805 part o-f the house was originally only two 
stories and a dormered attic, which were converted to the present 3 1/2 
stories by Professor Abbe in 1881, but there is little exterior evidence of 
this expansion.

In 1881 Abbe also built additional rooms in the rear on the upper floors and 
removed a stable and other outbuildings in the backyard. The rear of the 
house is similar in detail to the front, but has been covered with buff stucco. 
Non-original elements include a door made from a double-hung window, a modern 
second floor concrete deck, fire escapes, and a large fourth floor studio 
dormer.

The kitchen wing to the east and rear, the original two-story 1802 Caldwell 
house, which was converted to three floors in the late 19th century, has a 
low painted metal shed roof. There is a modern lattice porch at the rear. The 
walled garden, paved with brick and stone, is used as a summer dining area by 
the Arts Club. There is some evidence of the stable and smokehouse which Abbe 
removed.

Excellent descriptions and drawings of the interior of the Arts Club exist. 
Despite the addition of a modern heating system, structural steel, and bath 
rooms in the main part of the house, much of the original character of this 
elegant Federal town mansion has been retained. Of particular interest are the 
numerous fireplaces, decorative plaster moldings and woodwork, oval brass door 
knobs, and the main stairway with its bas-relief garlands, mahogany handrail
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Cleveland Abbe, the father of the United State Weather Bureau, was born December 3, 
1838, in New York City. He received his primary education in private schools. In 
1851 he entered the New York Free Academy (later City College of New York). In 
1857 Abbe graduated with a B.A. degree and in 1860 the academy awarded him a M.A.

Abbe's yough was decisive in determing his later career in science. Vacations were 
spent on his grandfather's farm, where the young man delighted in observing 
natural phenomena guided by "Smellies Philosophy of Nature," a book given to him 
by his mother. Abbe later stated that this book was the source which first 
stimulated his interest in science. When he died, it was placed in his hands and 
buried with him.

Between 1857 and 1868 Abbe held a number of positions which began with teaching 
mathematics and ended as an assistant at the United States Navel Observatory. 
It was a period in which he sought and found a vocation. 1860 found him at the 
University of Michigan teaching engineering. While there he studied with an 
astronomer named Bruennow, who stimulated Abbe's interest in celestrial concerns. 
Rejected for Army service in 1860, he spent the war years doing longitude work 
for the United States Coast Survey. In 1865 he traveled to Russia and spent an 
enjoyable year at the Observatory of Pulkova. Returning to the United States in 
1867, he spent the next year at the United States. Navel Observatory, at the time 
one of the country's leading centers of astronomy.

In 1868 the newly established Cincinnati Observatory offered Abbe the position of 
director. Recognizing the opportunity to pursue his own research projects, Abbe 
accepted. It was in Cincinnati that he began the work in meterology that would 
dominate the rest of his life. Abbe had previously recognized that the develop 
ment and spread of the telegraph made it possible to send quickly messages for 
one locale to another. Why not, he reasoned, use the telegraph to assemble at 
a central location meterological data from around the country. Abbe felt that by 
collecting such data from a wide variety of locations, it would be possible to 
determine weather patterns upon which to base weather predictions. With the help 
,of the Associated Press Abbe put his idea to work and by 1871 he had developed 
the country's first weather service.

Thanks to the success of his weather service, Abbe had by 1871 acquired a 
national reputation in meterological circles. In the same year the United States 
Signal Corps, acting on the advice of numerous scientists and interested laymen,

(continued)
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and slender balusters. The 1881 expansion of the house is clearly evidence in the 
late 19th century trim of the third and fourth floors.

The older kitchen wing has been altered extensively through the years and particu 
larly after a fire on August 14, 1963, destroyed much of the original plaster and 
woodwork. During restoration the kitchen was expanded into the former enclosed 
porch at the rear of the ell, and the 1802 parlor was retained as a party.

The Arts Club has also made significant changes in the basement, including the 
addition of a modern cocktail lounge, new furnace room, bahtrooms, and stairways.

The history of the house, as well as its architecture, is interesting. Finished 
in approximately 1808 by one Timothy Caldwell, who owned the property until 1840, 
the house was occupied by James Monroe as both Secretary of State and War under 
Madison and then for the first six months of his own presidency from March 4, 
1817, to September 17, 1817. Another notable tenant was Charles Frances Adams. 
In 1840 Caldwell sold the house to a Francis Markow, who with his heir owned the 
property until 1877, when Cleveland Abbe purchased it. Abbe lived in the house 
from 1877 to approximately 1909. At 2017 I Street the Abbe's entertained their 
many friends and raised their family. After Abbe's death in 1916, the property 
was purchased by the Arts Club of Washington. This organization still owns the 
building and uses it as a clubhouse.
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decided to create an agency that would be concerned with national weather condi 
tions. In that Abbe was the only person in the United States that had used 
telegraphic reports to draw weather maps, the Army invited him to assume the 
position of Assistant Chief to the Signal Officer and direct the program. Abbe 
accepted. In 1871 he moved to Washington. Although he thought at the time that 
he would only stay a few years, the Potomac became his home for the rest of his 
life.

Between 1871 and approximately 1893 Abbe directed the birth and growth of the 
United States Weather Bureau. As the years passed and the service expanded, 
he saw the need to separate the Weather Bureau from the Army's Signal Corps. 
He was largely responsible for the reorganization of the Weather Bureau out of 
the Department of War and into the Department of Agriculture in 1890. During 
these years in addition to his administrative duties Abbe made many contribu 
tions to the science of meterology. In 1893 he put down most of his administra 
tive duties and redirected his energies to editing the Bureau's meterological 
journals. He retired in early 1916 at the age of 78. He died a short time 
later on October 28, 1916.

Cleveland Abbe's significance in the history of science in America is twofold. 
First, as a professional meterologist, he made important contributions to his 
chosen profession. Second, and equally as important, as father of the United 
States Weather Bureau, he helped create an institution dedicated to the 
cultivation of an important branch of the earth sciences. As head of the 
Weather Bureau Abbe became a skilled and practiced advocate of the benefits 
of science in elite Washington political and bureaucratic circles. Although 
he published approximately 300 papers on meterological subjects, Abbe was not 
primarily a creative man of pure science. He was above all a teacher and 
propogandist who continuously strove to gain public acceptance of the 
benefits and values of science. Abbe's career in science began in the 1850's 
with a broad interest in the general concerns of astronomy and ended in the 
1920's with a mastery of the specialized knowledge of meterology. His own 
life spanned the period from science as natural history to science as 
sophisticated and specialized individual physical and biological disciplines. 
In acting as a public spokesman for the interests of science in an age of ever 
increasing specialization, Abbe helped secure society's support for an elite 
activity few Americans understood. As scientist, as father of the United 
States Weather Bureau, and as teacher and propogandist, Abbe served science 
and society.


