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Historic American Buildings Survey (1 photo) 3|
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[ Excellent KX Good [ Fair [[] Deteriorated [ Ruins ] Unexposed
CONDITION (Check One) (Check One)
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OR!GINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Hanover Courthouse is a one-story T-shaped brick structure with

a high hipped roof and modillioned cornice surrounding the entire
building. Its most distinguishing feature is the beautifully
executed five-bay wide front arcade. The walls are of brick laid

in Flemish bond with glazed headers and there are three interior end
chimneys, one located at the end of each arm.

The front or west elevation is about 55 feet or five-bays wide and

28 feet deep, including the 13-foot-deep arcaded porch. The rear
central arm is about 32 feet or four-bays deep and 27 feet or two-
bays wide. The courtroom occupied the entire long central arm and

is flanked by a room for the judge on one side and a jury room on

the other. Each of these two small 14-foot-square rooms has a corner
fireplace.

Little altered, Hanover Courthouse is in very good condition and is
still used for its original purpose.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Hanover Courthouse is a very fine and well-preserved architectural
example of a type of courthouse building widely used in Virginia

in the 18th century. The one-story T-shaped brick structure was
erected around 1735. Patrick Henry first came into prominence

where he successfully pleaded the Parson's Cause in Hanover Courthouse
in December 1763. Henry lived across the road for some time at the
still extant Hanover Tavern, which his father-in-law John Shelton
acquired in 1760.

History

Hanover County was created by an act of the Virginia Assembly from
the western part of New Kent County in 1720 and the existing courthouse
was built near the center of Hanover County around 1735.

Patrick Henry first came into prominence where he successfully pleaded
the Parson's Cause in Hanover Courthouse in December 1763. The

early 19th-century small brick clerk's office and the stone jail
typical of a small Virginia Courthouse group are nearby.

Hanover Courthouse has been in continuous use since its construction

and is still utilized for its original purpose. The building is
open to visitors.
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