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Logation: fmmediately south and east of Maedicine E;@ége‘ Barber
County, Xansses, OCenexaily ihe ?2;’@33%!% w is located
in Sectione 13 end 14 of ¥ 52 & R 12 W, and Sections
7 sed 18 of T 32 5, B 1} W, and includes the treaty
signing site nesy the confluence of Hedicine Leodae
and Blw Crecks apd the casnpground of most of the
Indian participants on the north and south sides of
Medicine mig@ Uresl, Ioegirming at the northeast
copaer of ¢he property at 987 329 16" Longitude and
F7¢ 187 269 Labitude, the hounmdary iine runs due west
to 982 357 36" anmd 7P 190 239, them in a southeasterly
dgivection to 98° 357 12% and 37 370 10, then due east
to 98° 327 16% ang 37% 17 10V, and then due morth to
the point of begirming.

Owparship: Verdous private and public. Contact Me, Johm W,
MeGreagor, Medicine Lodge, Kansas

5"&:&.“’@%@%@% of Siepiticence

In Cetober of 1867, United States Commissloners met with about
5,000 Kiowa, Commanche, Plains Apache, Arapsho and Sowthern
Cheyesne imdians near the confinedce of Medicine Lodge and Bim
Creeks in southern Komsas, From vhe conferemcee emerged the Megi-
gine Lodge Peace Treaty, » milestone in the development of United
States Indian wiﬁ{i@m sinve it was the first to comtain provisions
aimed at @iviligi@ the Pilains Indian and absorbing him into
American society rather then werely removing and isclating him
from areas of white settlement. Relatively undisturbed in more
than a century, the ¢resty conference site iles sovth of the <town

of Medielne Lodge in Barber Cownty, where at Five-year intervals

citizens present an elaborate Peacs Treaty Pageant.



Histoxy

Duxing the Civil ang the Plains Indians had ¢things pretty much
as they wanted them. Thoy vere relatively free to rald and
plunder -and to keep chamnels of travel and commmication closed;
the small garrisons left in ithe West were umequal to the task
of contaimment and comirol, Following ihe end of the wax, the
Nation again looked westward, and ithe more southerly tribes
soon became conscious of the presemce of military authority and
the praassnres of white advance., A% onee symbolic and representa-
tive of the renewed interest in setilement were the mew xail
lines that began vo push across the Central ?mi% to bisect
traditional hunting grounds of the %@u}ﬁé@:«m Chevenne and
Azapaho, 7The construction of the Kapsas Pacifie Bailzoad meant
that the whites would come to claie the land as their cwn, and
the Central Plains ¢tribes coutempiaited this and other snowoache

nents with intensified hate and bostility,

Reports of depredations by the Choyenne and Kiows Indisms spurred
Maj, Gen. Winfield Scott Hemeock 4o scéfon in the sprimg of 1867,
Ls commander of the Depaviment of the Missouwri, Hancock iled a
punitive expedition inmto Kamsas but succesded only in burming

the village of a deparxbed bandg of Cheyesaes of dublous hostiiity
The chief zesulte of the inesndisey act were vo inflame ¢he
Cheyennes and thelr allies and generate heat snong eastern
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hmmi%ximg sisd Indian Buvesu officials, Using the Hancook
expodition as an exsmpie of incitive wilitary policy, peace

advocates called for & new approach 0 the problen and weve o
suceesstul in their compaign that discussions with the Plains

tribes beocane & political necessity,

By the @zmgx of ‘1867, officials &mﬁm with é:i‘;e indian
probien had developed the owtiine @.’5 & polisy that promised
to restore poace é@ the plains lwwedistely sl sventually to '
"eivilize" all the aborigines of ¢he West. The proposal
initially called fox the establishment of two large xesexva-

tions, ome morth of Nebrasks and ope south of Kansas.

from areas cut by main thoroughfares swd pereirated by settie-

ments, the Plains tribes wmight live im pesace, protected against

exploitation and commended ¢o virtue through careful suyegviaiom
Thus isoclated, é@@m%xa%e@i and incvlcated, they could be taught
2o earn & living with the plow, o imita‘?;a their guardians, and,
u@.tima%;&eim to achieve the @fﬁﬁﬂ@g@@ and oblisations of U, S,

@iﬁzﬁmmﬁpo :

Le¢. Gen, Wilidiam I@uﬁ@&h Sherman, comsander of the Division of
the Missouri, gave bls support to the plan, because it coincided

with miiitary objectives, Shorman wanted the axea between the
South Platte and the Arkansas clesved of Imdians, and he was not
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parvicuioer abouwe $he sethod of repoval. "It wakes ilvtle
difvavense, " be eaid, "whether they be coawed out by {ndien
coumissioners or ¥ilied,? Copsissioney of indian AZffaire
Maihaniel G Taylor tramsnitied e proposal i & letter o
Comgrase on July 19, sad $eo deye iatew Sgre Johw B, Henderweon
of Misgowrd, ohalmwe of the Comadtie: on Indian AMairs,

------ i Fromewn the
camcns of wery secure Zhe (voutisr settlements and zailwooad
conctraction; asd eetobliieh a spetan for clvilizimg the tribes.™
he biil passed bovh hevses on July 3% mu? becams law Live daye

iata¥o

Membewa off che Peece Commlesizn nemed dn the sot wece Sonator
Heminwacn; Commissiones Teylow; Sewmuel ¥ Tappse, 2 fowmer officer
of dhe Colorado mifitia e bad headed a wilitory Inveetiontion
of vhe Sand Creek Massacre m 18645 and John B, Sauborn, one of
the mepetiatore of & drenty with the (heyenne sl Arvopabo in

1885, Filltary mewbers of the comaieyviop appointed Ly the Presi-
demnt wore Lieutesent Cepersl Shervem, Mad, Gen. Willism 8. Hamey,
o movived Indian fughlier v had successtully led a punitive
sxpedition ageingt the Sloun awd Cheyomne wmors than s decads
before, spd Mo Gen. Alfeed H, Tervy, coumander of the Depari-

mey: of the Dalote . wihe lwew Shevwes ns bis immediate suwperior.



Leaving $¢. Lovis early in Auguest, Ihe rcacse Commlssics beaded
for Pori Lavamie, {mow in scuoitheastres Wyoming) o mewd wit

the Sicow end Novthern Chsveann, &1 lopth Piadte, Webweska,
sihere the comnissioner: 2arried 4o sadlk with Spotted Tall apd
his bamd of Brule Siows, word remch:d the porty that Ned ©ioud
and the Oglalas would probeliy boyestt the conferemce., Cowse-
guently, the comissioners decidod o pogipons %3;&: wenting amd
concentrate on & conferance pYewiowily wrrenged slth the Copteal
Plaima tribes to copvene in oid-Cotrber o Madicdne Lodger Cresl
in souchern Kanmuns. When Prosldent Jobmeon sudtemily oaliosid
Goneral Shovean o Woshington on wpeeind mosivees, Mey, G OO
Avgpay, ccmmempdey of the Depaiiment of the Platts, vepiaced hiv so
2 waiber of the comiscion, and Caownl Uproey sucveedyd o Gkl

off the wmilitary delegaticm.

The vomulsciovers reschad dhe westinyg plecy on Oowobey 4. A

Lt

place sacrad 4o the Indlens of the zegion. e lyoudy oite was
ozt 70 mdies sowtlh of Ford larmed I 2 awll aatuwei haeim
wivere Medicine Lodge snd Blm Creals jossed. The Cleyense hsd

pafused <o cowe any closey %o e eovelmy of silitazy posts on

the Avkansas River. The Pescs Coemisedon coder the vall sey o
Shie portivest, whers The Avapwboes Dad swocanped. Bewoed dhess
were the Plains fpaches. Upposite the Plalne Apsches w the
south side of Medicine Lodoe Creek reve the Upmsseches. sod
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ink him fine Great Bhite %ribeyd bwow. By thes time,” be

oot inued, “we will W temiy o ifve in houses,” Fimally o
Ootobey 23, when the Compiosicn eoapeded the right 4o hunt outside
she vesarvaiios but goath of ¢he fvkanees, vhe Kiowne and
Comnanchse sgveed o ooowy & 4, 00 -gigmmre-nile :ﬁe@:fmrmeﬁ@%:

fm what ls now cowthmestes: Ohlabssn. Poor Jeps latex the

Pladus Apsobhes affirgd thelr cighaiurne € the Socuwment, wherein

Phay dpreed to comupy The camw peesEvbhtion.

The Chewemmse choe in on Ocdoker 27, Th py hAd W Fowaotien
daresel® s deetyvetion of e vilinge on Pewsee Pork, nud :z
suganay oFf susesseful werdnze nd o wpade ther synefous izt:i ae
oy ponsa, but wheey men wvony thes, Sweluding Blank ¥ettis,
aspprecioced white wight aad sented to heax the curmi sviomers
oute  HSurpriedegly svough dhe Ohewpssaers snd Szepehoes slgmed the
dopunent the followivg dey, spparwtiy 28 the reswit of 4 deal

sade orpily with Sesator Heodewsonm. In hie own account of the

affaly, Hepdepreom stated thid b told the Chevemnee they need
ot ceaide on The xessrvatis dwwdistely, &wﬂ Thne ‘i%:fw;g? -

sould conginme o ent bweiween the Aviomste amd cthe Sonth Platte
an Lovngy s there were wougs waifaleo 19 justify it. Henderson
did woet, however, make weilien Chucgesin the treaty, and the
previeions did ot appear i the document lster ratified by the

Spamte.




s giondsg the Medicine Lodge Beosdy, the Chovennes and Arvapahose
agresd vo Live on 8 vogerratiom boundsd on the soveh by the
sovithern border o Maness, o the weil b the Clumayon River,

apet o the eest by the Arlonens. in rotuyn for 2 schiool for

thedy shildvan amd otber wh inddnns, Show LGaplonents

amed seeds, o G » yanely swpply of

eiothing g o weven, Chetr agreed to peralt the oo

grnetian of the Vanoss Peeisie Falisod and wad do moilest the

{i Ao

it Saxfitlars ey

wRITES.  hrticle VI previded thet

=]

o atesd B o owtmsen gl B wmened aed dblad g 0
£ selaesd 380 roves of Land withln e

any hesd of B family
reservaticn for priveds wie,  dhere Ls abundswt svidemce thas
the Indlans dd mot towve ¢ veoy oloar spderetandbng of the treaty

ey wave asked to sl

The Senste did aob ve?

i Lodge Treaty wntldl July 25,
LEER, in tesme of fis wésluldess, the tveaty was 1ittle more
doae & dewnorsry pesacd.  Ihortly after the Sematw approved it

war opeoe apadn cewe o the Comiral Plains. Amd ved dospite ite

e

i faetAvenens, the Moddeineg fodse Treaty stonds as a milestons
in the development of Tniied Staves Yaddien policy. Fox the firet
time in the Bigtory wf dhy dwewioon West, provisions aloed at

tetyidieing” the Tadion hed been iunciunded in o pease treaty. The

odiodny Lodoes Tresty see the frst oleay amd delinise mwfwiatitm

&



2

e wnie wmew Lndongked

)

5F & oasiadesm Ba mﬁ 2

v

M el i

o
&
e
&
t*"

T pemsloe Yhe Todizm dn hie oun desge. e Dowpine Jepos pat

e

lmmaty e g
-%&“ﬁf"i x%ssfw

%ﬂ?&?w srm- mﬁﬁma

,éﬁ@?ﬁ;ﬁiaag vk %@
e ﬁ@%&:"&’x ol whis
* s haasd fewd o -

o B
i, A

T ghr denedoes that 8

cems and slmiline proncumie-

pata.  Fho Medielne faod stop ey on the frontier
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Thae wur Tebmeen pod e and ahite besany not oply a strogele fox

Toeed bae o stwwmde for eelcuwral lodend:

b A9286 2 F7-pe 'm ~oid Hiows welucssd ¥ Hedicine Lodge 2t the
raquest of local histovians o locate he site of the signing of

the 1887 tyeatv., [-Hea-O,

s

sowz deliberation, fouwad the

Plaog--a That, swampy - tog In the nidet of an eiwm grove on
whe esst bank of Ble Creek rad the aoxth side of Medicine Lodye
Crewik, & short disteder Feos e poust of confivence, Hs an
if‘@mgﬁ’@r?&,ﬁ?@r@;i;:\..'eﬂs, LoBee -0 hp baen thore whes e Commissionsrs hoad

sl

luduced the Ceniral Plains (xibes 0 agree to terms. According

to the Kiosa, the dre

Gy wliae Lo peepe 300 yards wast of The
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SO EMEEG SILIEmATY 0 coad oat convrete bridye et the end of South

i po ons-baif nile from the centew

Madn Strest, oboul o -guars

of town and U.8, Highsey 3180, Just ms it was over a ceatury ago.

the xiver bottom is heswyily wooded, swmpy, sod ad tines viztually

cete gome of vhe lowlands

fnsccessible. Presuntiy, Savesvs ou
o wbe sorth edde o Modicine bodoge Oresi in the vieinity of the

site. Several years wet, 1t sppeared hat o1l night be an under-
HEgunG yesoures, amd vne developer seils fouy emell wells nsar the

dfowetvze of the wivers, thes of them on the csst slde of Him

Cyaek. Appoarontily <he aigh swliphuric conteat of the ol was

ough e discourage fuptley Geiliing, The accowss soad o the

wells rure parallel <o Binm Crect and brings the visitor within

abont 50 paxds of the contivencr and the treaty site.

One-and-one-balt wizes divectly enst of the treaty site is

Mamorial Peace Park s a watursd aapbitheaterx, where at five-yeayx

interveiy the citdzens of Medicine lLodge present a pageant depleting

the tegaty eigning and the settiesent of the area in later years.
The saphithenter faces Medicine Lodgoe Creesk and the lowinnds whexs
pope of the Indiam paxiicipante canped during the proceedings.
Looking swst Crom the smphdithentber Yovard the treaty site, the
visdlior epes a Skelly Uil refingry wnd boyvond {t the tree-lined
bunmks of Medicinme Loddye and Biw Dreeis.
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Toemsfole produced the Sy

w2 Lodas Teeaty Fageant in
1927 The post receut perivreasce S the ssries occaxged o L1987

sud featused & cast of LI00, ineivding several bhundred descendants
of the Pinins Indiaons whe oadbered there & century before. Owned

Yoy Che Hadiclue Lodgy Pencs

fmeneiavion, Memorial Peace

Fark consiste of abowd 400 s

“he porth kael¥ of the propeyty

FaTVEs as the oity gold cowrss, ¥Hhile the south baly incledes the

agupshioltheaatery and some botion Iand,

Fuferencess Jougiay €. Jow
Ciclanoms . 1988) 2 Domadd V.

TMormnm, 19263): Work Project

ty w¥ Medicioe § wdge  (Norman
% a;%"“l?f'm:m%@m Cheveies
Admindetoation HNaneess A Gulde o
w Sunflower State (New ¥ A5 Robevt Athesrn, Wililawm
Fecunceh Sheawen and “*ma e bt ionen: ol the West. {N@mzmg Eswmg
B asxirz«; B Priest, » Voo -*,é};a& g %M';mai}%@wga« The Reformation of
Uniited Svates Ioddan Poiisy, 100 LB T{New Branewick, New Jersey,
1942); Hoory B, Frits, ‘Q;ﬁgggm‘ aw’*emﬁjﬁm for Tndlan fs:inliation, 1860-
L8490 (Philadelphia, 1263); “hayles Hagples, Laes snd Treatles,
58 Cong. . 2 sess., 1904, g sziﬁ,m %, Indian Affelvs (Washingtom,
1804} Specdal Feace % by BFitdon, im JBaxber Counky Indax
Gavabey - 2@@% Frtexrview with John W.

{Medicdne Lodge, Kanaas).

Mag sregony, President of %w Medicine Lodge Peave Treaty Association,
Modd cine Lodge, Xensas, Maxh )
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