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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Sinclair Lewis moved with his parents when he was only a few months old to an eight-room 
house directly across the street from his birthplace. L-shaped in appearance, the house 
was two stories high with a gabled roof and clapboard siding. An open, roofed porch 
extended the length of the facade. Behind the house was a frame stable one-and-a-half 
stories high.

Immediately to the left on entering the house was the staircase leading to the second 
floor. To the right was the living room and to the left were the dining room and the 
kitchen. Behind the kitchen was a small, enclosed porch. Upstairs were four bedrooms 
and a bath with running water and a flush toilet.

In 1956 the building was purchased by the Sinclair Lewis Foundation. At that time it 
was a duplex, with a stucco exterior. The downstairs kitchen had been partitioned, the 
floors replaced, the front porch enclosed, and a dormer window had been added in the 
left wing. In cooperation with the Minnesota Historical Society, all the original features 
have been restored. Also, the painted walls have been papered with period patterns; the 
partition between the parlor and family room has been restored; the duplex bathroom and 
bedroom have been removed from the dining room; the door between the kitchen and back 
porch has been reopened; the stairway from the kitchen to the maid's room has been res­ 
tored the maid's room has been panelled and made into the curator's office; the front 
porch has been reduced, reopened, re-roofed and re-trimmed with gingerbread; the upstairs 
duplex kitchen has been removed, the chimney torn out, the basement modernized for heat 
and cooling, the grounds restored, the carriage house and the main house re-roofed, and 
the whole refurnished with period pieces, some of them Lewis originals. The most 
questionable alteration is the cement flooring for the carriage house in the rear. It 
extends beyond the building several feet onto the lawn from both its front and side 
entrances. The Foundation provides guided tours of the home throughout the tourist 
season.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Sinclair Lewis was the best-known novelist in America during the 1920's. He was the 
first American to win the Nobel Prize for Literature, and the first to establish a 
truly international reputation since Edgar Alien Poe. His satiric insights exposed 
the crassness of a generation, be it in small-town provincialism (Main Street, 1920), 
the business world (Babbitt, 1922), medicine (Arrowsmith, 1925), or revivalism (Elmer 
Gantry, 1927).

Main Street was inspired by Lewis' boyhood experiences in Sauk Centre, Minnesota. From 
the beginning he was an outsider, physically repulsive, poor in athletics, the butt of 
many jokes. He bared the hatred for much of what he saw in his most famous novel, 
Main Street.

Lewis first began to write in Sauk Centre sometimes in his room and sometimes in a 
garret in the barn. Many of the incidents in Main Street come directly from Lewis' 
actual experiences: his mother's social club and its efforts to uplift; the famous 
public restroom and the anti-fly campaign; amateur theatricals, revival meetings, make 
Main Street, as Mark Schorer wrote,"a whole scrapbook of his youth." More importantly, 
Lewis absorbed the values of a small town, though he bitterly attacked those who paid 
these values lip service only. Sauk Centre was his yardstick for good and bad. "To 
me, forever," he wrote, "ten miles will not be a distance in the mathematical tables, 
but slightly more than the distance from Sauk Centre to Melrose."

Dodsworth, Lewis' last major work, was completed in 1929. 
lonely and dejected, on January 10, 1951, near Rome.

Twice divorced, he died,
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The Sinclair Lewis Boyhood Home is bounded by the property lines of 812 Sinclair 
Lewis Avenue, Sauk Centre, Minnesota. The area includes the home, the carriage house, 
and small front and back yards.
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