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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built in 1763, this imposing three-story late Georgian house stands 
on a slight elevation overlooking the old harbor. About 42 feet square, 
the structure has a wood frame, clapboarded walls, quoins at the cor-- 
ners, and three end chimneys. The main facade in five bays wide; first- 
story windows are topped by segmental pediments, second-story windows 
by elaborate swan's neck pediments, and third story windows, reduced 
in size, are set up against the elaborate cornice. Windows on the reai 
or garden elevation have flat arches with rusticated voussoirs as caps 
their keystone lengthened. The end or side windows have no pediments.

The hip roof is cut off to form a flat deck and this captain's 
walk is enclosed by a handsom balustrade that is topped with urn 
finials. These urn finials are repeated again, in slightly different 
and larger form, atop the four posts of the street-front fence. To 
the right of the house is a small office or counting house that was 
erected in 1810.

The center door opens into a hall of unusual spaciousness (26 by 
21 feet): more than half of the floor space of the front of the house 
is given to this great stair hall, which is one of the finest in 18th 
century New England. To the right, set against the exterior end wall, 
rises and a exceptionally handsome and elaborately carved flight of 
stairs, which is lighted by a fine roundhead, window set in the rear 
wall above the landing. The ceiling of the hall has a well-propor 
tioned denticulated cornice with carved modillions. On the walls is 
a rare Vue d'ltalie paper, printed by Joseph Dufour in Paris between 
1815 and 1820.

Directly opposite the front door and behind the stair hall is the 
drawing room, which is of generous proportions, but of surprising 
simplicity in contrast to the stair hall. Its chief adornment is the 
delicately carved festoon of flowers on the mantel. To the left of 
the front door is the dining room, richly embellished in contrast with 
the simple drawing room. The dining room doorway has a pair of simu 
lated pilasters with reed consoles supporting the overpanel. The room 
has a sideboard set in an arched niche and the fireplace is faced with 
English tiles. The kitchen, located to the rear of the dining room, 
is entered through the pantry and has an ornate arched door leading 
into a cupboard.

The second floor central hall has a coved ceiling and three of 
its four bedrooms have richly carved overmantels. The third floor 
contains five more chambers.

The house and its large formal garden are maintained in excellent 
condition. Carefully restored, the Moffatt-Ladd House is fii*ely ..£ur- 
nj.shed with pe'riod pieces and is open to visitors.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

(This site was declared eligible for the Registry of National Historic 
Landmarks under Theme XX, subtheme Architecture, Part I-Colonial 
Architecture, in November 1968).

This house was the residence from 1768 to 1785 of William Whipple 
a Signer of the Declaration of Independence, sea captain, merchant, 
politician, general, and jurist. The house is also an outstanding 
example of a Late Georgian three-story frame mansion with elaborate 
exteriors and interiors.

Brief Sketch of the Life of William Whipple, 1730-1785. i /

William Whipple was born January 14, 1730 at Kittery, Maine (then 
a part of Massachusetts). After receiving a common school education, 
tie went to sea at a early age and while still in his early twenties 
became master of a vessel. He was engaged for a time in the slave 
trade. About 176O he gave up the sea and formed a successful 
mercantile partnership with his brother at Portsmouth, New Hampshire. 
About 1767 he married his cousin Catherine Moffatt of Portsmouth, the 
daughter of a wealthy merchant. Their only child, died in infancy.

In 1775 Whipple retired from business arid entered public life. 
He was prominent in the early provincial Congresses, a member of tKe 
New Hampshire council in 1776, and of the state committee of safety. 
He served in the Continental Congress from 1776 to 1779 and signed the 
Declaration of Independence. In July 1777 he was appointed a brigadier 
general in command of the First New Hampshire militia brigade. In 
late September 1777 Whipple led four regiments of New Hampshire 
militia, 1353 men, to upper New York Stat, helped encircle and besiege 
the British army at Saratoga (Schuylerville), October 10-17, and was 
present at Burgoyne's surrender. In 1778 Whipple led another contin 
gent of New Hampshire militia in the Rhode Island campaign. From 
1780 to 1784 he was a member of the New Hampshire legislature. From 
1782 to 1785 he was Associate Judge of the Superior Court of New Hamp 
shire and from 1782 to 1784 the receiver of finance for Congress in 
New Hampshire. Whipple died at Portsmouth on November 28, 1785 and 
was buried in the Union Cemetery of that town.

History of the House 

Constructed by ship's carpenters in 1763 for Captain John Moffatt,
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8. Significance: (1) Moffatt-Ladd House

a wealthy merchant, he presented the house to his son Samuel as a 
wedding gift in 1764. After his son's failure in business, Captain 
Moffatt repurchased the house in 1768 and lived there until his 
death in 1784. William Whipple, Moffatt's son-in-law, and his wife 
Catherine lived in the house with the old sea captain. The Moffatt- 
Ladd House is still owned by descendents of the Moffatts, the Ladd 
family, but has been leased and maintained by the National Society 
of Colonial Dames in the State of New Hampshire since 1913.

9. Major Bibliographical References;

Mary H. Northend, Historic Houses of New England (Boston, 1914). 
Architecture Near the Piscataqua (Strawbery Banke, Inc., Portsmouth,

New Hampshire, 1964), 19-21. 
Mrs. A. T. Dudley, The Moffatt-Ladd House (Society of Colonial Dames

in New Hampshire, booklet, n.d., n.p.).
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E) Public Library
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G) Olde Harbour vicinity
7) Moffatt-Ladd House
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( H) Whipple Coach House Library
(11) Wentworfh-Coolidge Mansion
(12) Portsmouth Hospital
(13) Lady Pepperrell House, 

Kittery Point, Maine
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South Berwick, Maine 
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