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George W. Norris purchased his two-story, cross-gabled house in 1899. 
In 1930-31 he remodelled it, adding stucco to the exterior walls. The 
house contained eight rooms, a full basement and an unfinished attic. 
The first floor had a small entrance hall with a stairway, a living room, 
a study, and an enclosed sun room. A dining room came into use as a bedroom 
after Norris 1 death and the kitchen was modernized. Otherwise it remains 
unchanged. On the second floor there is a large hall and three bedrooms, 
each with a full bath and closet. Most of the original furnishings, which 
date from various eras, remain. The house sits on a small lot facing the 
appropriately modest Norris Park. There is a garage in the northeast corner 
of the grounds.

In 1968 The Nebraska State Historical Society took possession of the house 
and has sought to maintain its almost perfect historic integrity. The exterior 
has been painted twice, an exhibit area installed in the basement, and '" '' rf 
minor upkeep has been continued. The house is open to the public as an 
historic museum.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

George William Norris, U.S. Senator from Nebraska, was a progressive force 
in Washington for forty years. He was one of the most powerful New Dealers 
in the Senate, helping pass innumerable reforms.

Norris was born in 1861 and became the chief support of his Ohio farm and 
family at an early age. Largely self-educated, he taught school before 
joining the bar in 1883 and began practice in Nebraska two years later. 
He w;as soon elected prosecuting attorney for Furnas County and in 1895 
became district judge. In 1902 he entered Congress as a conservative 
Republican but grew increasingly reform-minded in Washington. In 1910 he 
led a successful fight to reduce the autocratic power of the House Speaker.

In 1912 Norris was elected to the Senate, where he served until 1943. As 
a senator he became an independent, who, in his own words,"would rather be 
right than regular." He voted against United States entry into World War I, 
and denounced the Versailles Treaty that followed it. He fought for many 
reforms, including presidential primaries and the direct election of U.S. 
senators. Norris was the author of the 20th Amendment which abolished 
"lame-duck" sessions of Congress. He introduced bills for the retention of 
Muscle Shoals as a government power-development project and for establishing 
the Tennessee Valley Authority. The first TVA dam, completed in 1936, was 
named after him. He was also a leader in the demand for farm relief legislation 
and co-author of the Norris-LaGuardia Act, which restricted the use of 
injunctions in labor disputes, permitted workers to join non-company unions, 
and opened the way for a changed legal concept of labor-management relations. 
His last fight was an unsuccessful attempt to pass legislation outlawing the 
poll tax. He was defeated for reelection in 1942. Franklin Roosevelt, whose 
programs Norris did so much to further, described the Senator as "a gentle 
knight of progressive ideals," whose life was an "able and heroic fight on 
behalf of the average citizen." Norris died in his McCook home in November, 
1944.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The Senator George William Norris Eouse is bounded by the property lines of 706 
Norris Avenue, McCook, Nebraska. The small rectangular plot contains the house, 
a garage, two small yards and a white picket fence.
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