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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Rising Sun Tavern was built around 1760 by Charles Washington, youngest 
brother of George Washington. Rising Sun Tavern is a one-and-a-half story 
frame building covered with broad hand-beveled clapboards. It is approached 
by a small, restored stone porch. Its gabled roof is pierced by three tiny 
dormers and built-in end chimneys. The banquet room includes a paneled 
corner fireplace and a handsome built-in cupboard. A large ballroom burned 
to the ground many years ago.

The back yard has been decorated with grape vines and relocated outbuildings. 
The work there is purely conjectural.

Extensive restoration has recently been done on the interior of the tavern. 
The old Post Office has been restored. In the process of restoration some 
of the original railings from the 18th century bar were found under the 
plaster and the entire bar has now been rebuilt. Chair rails, cornices, 
paneled . fireplace and unique stairway have all been repaired and painted 
in their original colors. Furniture and accessories all date from the late 
18th century. The house is open to the public on an unlimited basis.

Boundary

The boundaries include all that plot of land owned by the Association for 
the Preservation of Virginia Antiquities which contains Rising Sun Tavern 
and the small vineyard to its rear. The boundaries are described by the red 
line on the accompanying map A, labelled "City of Fredericksburg, Office of 
Commissioner of Revenue" and last dated 1973.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Rising Sun Tavern was a favorite stopover for southern statesmen on 
their way from their own colonies to Philadelphia and the Continental 
Congress. Here, in 1777, George Mason, George Wythe, Edmund Pendleton, 
Thomas Lee, and Thomas Jefferson outlined the bill that Jefferson later 
phrased as the Statute of Virginia for Religious Liberty. The Peace Ball, 
attended by George Washington and his mother, his officers, La Fayette, 
Rochambeau, de Grasse, and others, in celebration of victory at Yorktown, 
was held in 1781 in the assembly room, long since burned. John Marshall, 
Patrick Henry and Hugh Mercer are a few of the other colonial leaders 
who met at Rising Sun Tavern. The inn ceased to be operated as a place 
of business sometime prior to the Civil War, and was made an historic 
shrine following its purchase by the Association for the Preservation of 
Virginia Antiquities in 1907.
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