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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Belmont is a two-story, white frame building. It was built around 1761 by 
John Dixon of Williamsburg. In 1825 it was purchased by Joseph Ficklin of 
Stafford County, who enlarged the central position of the house and added 
a new wing. Ownership of Belmont remained with the Ficklin family until 
the house was purchased by Gari Melchers in 1916, who added a studio wing. 
Mrs. Melchers made Belmont a gift to the Commonwealth of Virginia; it is 
now operated by Mary Washington College in Fredericksburg. A large stone 
studio houses many of Melchers' paintings, while Belmont itself has become 
the residence of a retired president of Mary Washington College. It is 
structurally the same as when Melchers lived there, except for a small sun- 
porch added by Mrs. Melchers following her husband's death. A summer house 
and barn, as well as the stone studio, are all subsequent additions to 
Belmont, as is a stone garage. A small cook's house, and a dairy house, 
dates back to Melchers' occupancy. The coach house does also, but 
recently, wings have been added to either side. The caretaker's home on 
the other side of Route 1001 is original, but in use as a modern home.

rn
The Belmont property line running through Route 1001 lies in front of a 
series of dilapidated buildings. Two of these, including Melchers' original 
studio, dates from his occupancy. All are in disrepair.

Boundary

The boundaries are those shown by the yellow line on the accompanying 
Map A, labelled "Belmont" and dated 18 February, 1967. They include all 
the land bequeathed to Mary Washington College by Mrs. Melchers. This area, 
comprising some twenty-seven acres, is retained intact today by the college.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Gari Melchers Home (Belmont) was the residence of the popular American 
painter from 1916 until his death in 1932. Melchers is most noted for his 
large murals, "Peace" and "War", which he did for the Library of Congress 
building in Washington, D.C. Melchers did much to gain recognition in 
Europe for American art at a time when this nation was struggling for 
cultural respectability.

Biography

Gari Melchers (1860-1932) was born in Detroit, the son of a Westphalian 
sculptor and decorator. In 1877 he went to Dusseldorf to study painting 
at the Royal Art Academy. The following year he visited the Paris Exposi­ 
tion, which had a tremendous effect on him. In 1881 he entered the Ecole 
des Beaux-Arts in Paris, where he studied under the famous artists, 
Boulanger and Lefebvre. One of Melchers 1 paintings was accepted for the 
1882 Salon, the most prestigious exhibit in the world at that time.

After a brief period of work in Italy, and a visit to his home in Detroit, 
Melchers resumed his painting at studios in Paris and Egmond, in Holland. 
From 1884 on Melchers' reputation grew steadily for mastery of accepted 
styles in religious, secular, landscape and still life painting, portrai­ 
ture and mural decoration. In 1903 he married Corinne Lawton Mackall, a 
beautiful woman who modelled (clothed) for many of his later paintings.

In 1916 the Melchers settled at Belmont, near Fredericksburg, Virginia. 
Universally acclaimed and heaped with honors from many nations, Melchers 
died in 1932. Among his better-known paintings are "Supper at Emmaus," 
"The Family," "Mother and Child" (all at the Chicago Museum of Art), 
"Peace," and "War" (in the Library of Congress), and a portrait of 
Theodore Roosevelt (the Freer Gallery).

Melchers 1 painting was not original, or especially creative, but his 
popularity did gain attention abroad for American artists, and spark 
interest in the fine arts here.
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