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The Sheridan Inn was built in 1893 based on a plan by Thomas Kimball of Omaha. A 
1^5-foot-long, three-story L-shaped structure was produced with 6k bedrooms on the 
second and third floors under a gambrel roof, each bedroom having its own dormer 
window. The roof gradually melted into the slope of the porch, supposedly providing 
a quick and safe fire escape route. An unusual feature in the porch construction 
is that the board floor slopes very gently to the outer edge so that rain water will 
drain off.

From England on special order came the Buffalo Bill Bar of oak and mahogany. It was 
hauled into Sheridan by ox team from Gillette. The first bathtubs and first electric 
lights in the region were inn features. It opened June 18, l893» and was rated the 
finest hotel between Chicago and San Francisco.

Col. William CBuffalo Bill) Cody led the grand march for the opening dance. The original 
registry book in the lobby today is opened to Monday, Jan. 8, 189^. The signature 
of "¥.F. Cody, Nebraska" appears in bold black ink.

Seating capacity in the dining room was l60 at many large octagonal tables. It was 
plush and costly. Breakfast was 25 cents; lunch and supper were 50 cents each. You 
could save by buying a week of meal tickets for $7. A room cost $1 a day. A discarded 
threshing machine engine was turned into a dynamo that powered 200 lights on at dusk 
and off at midnight. At the rear of the long, rambling structure stood the elaborate 
barns and livery stable of the Cody Transportation Company. These buildings have long 
since disappeared.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Sheridan Inn represents the establishment of modern culture in areas still "wild 
and wooly" prior to the coming of the railroad. When the Sheridan Inn opened in 1893, 
it was said by many to be the finest hotel between Chicago and San Francisco. It 
immediately became the social center for the Big Horn country area which at that time 
attracted many big game hunting parties , including notables from all parts of the 
United States.

The Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy Railroad built into Sheridan, Wyoming, and con­ 
structed the hotel as a feature of its development program. George Holdrege, general 
manager for the railroad, conceived the idea for the hotel and gave to Thomas R. Kimball, 
in architect of Omaha, Nebraska, the task of designing the structure. Kimball modeled 
the Inn generally after a Scottish inn that he had visited and liked. The Sheridan Inn 
is credited with having had the first bathtub and electric lights in that part of Wyoming,

William F. Cody, better known as Buffalo Bill, is said to have led the grand march at 
the opening of the Inn. This was a gala event with many distinguished invited guests 
who were served free champayne from iced tubs. William F. Cody operated the Inn from 
189^ to 1896. In l89U, the year following the Inn's opening, Cody built barns and 
livery stables which he operated for the convenience of the Inn f s guests. This was a 
considerable business at the time and catered principally to a large clientele of 
wealthy sportsmen. The Big Horn Mountain country, immediately at hand to the west, 
was one of the best large game hunting regions in all the west.

Some of the distinguished guests who stayed at the hotel were Generals 0.0. Howard, 
Leonard Wood, Nelson A. Miles, Capt. John J. Pershing, the cowboy artist Charles M.

William Howard Taft, Mary Roberts Rinehart, Senator
Joseph H. Robinson /'and-, tftf is said, Calamity Jane. The building was condemned in 196? 
but^was purchased kt^tti« iaibt moment by Ms. Neltje Kings. It has since been partially 
restored , and continues to s^rve as a restaurant and bar, as well as an art gallery.

'Of-the Saloon.included new:wiring, plumbing, oak paneling and new bar 
equipment';* Many features o'cf the original Buffalo Bill bar remain.

The Inn opened in April 1968. An apartment for the manager was created on the second 
and third floors consisting of ten rooms including three bedrooms. In January 19&9 the 
Inn was closed again for extensive remodeling of the parlor, dining room and kitchen. 
A large banquet room and bar was added on the main floor. Modern rest rooms and a
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Sheridan Inn occupies a one-and-a-half-acre lot at the corner of Broadway and Fifth 
Streets in Sheridan. Its "boundaries are described by the red line on the accompanying 
plat map A, labelled "Sheridan Inn" and dated Sept. 12, 1975-
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basement elevator were also added. Aseparate laundry building to 
the rear of the inn was removed and a paved parking lot put in. At 
the saloon was remodeled a gabled doorway was added. The front 
lobby, using existing front desk facilities to serve as a gift 
shop, had another entrance extended into it at this time. Certain 
doors in the dining room and parlor were changed or omitted and 
the original showcase was slightly altered.

Over the years offices have been added at the head of the stairs and 
the manager's apartment has been functioning since June 1974 as an 
art gallery. The old top floor hotel rooms are too small for 
modern use and many remain in their original condition.
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Beginning at the southwest corner of Broadway and Fifth Streets, 
proceed south along the west curb of Broadway to the north curb 
of Fourth Street; thence west along said curb to the east curb of 
Gould Street; thence north along the east curb of Gould Street to 
the south curb of Fifth Street; thence east long the south curb 
to the point of origin.


