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John Drayton, a memor of the King's Council, acquired the land on which Drayton 
Hall was built in 1738, and the building is thought to have been completed in the 
following four years. It is known that his son, William Henry Drayton, was born 
there in 1742. Perhaps because of their relatively comfortable position in South 
Carolina society at this early date, the Draytons were able to invest in the 
house a degree of architectural elaboration very rare in America in the first 
half of the eighteenth century. The house has a most distinctive monumentality 
achieved through its spacious four-room plan and the somewhat vertical pro 
portions of its two-story elevation on a high English basement capped by a 
double hipped roof. It seems somewhat probable that the hand of a designer 
or gentleman architect was at work in Drayton Hall, although definite evidence 
of that fact remains to be found.

The 70' x 52' structure features a carefully-proportioned projecting two-story 
pedimented portico with superposed Doric and Ionic orders on the western (land) 
side. Not employed elsewhere in the American colonies until decades later, 
this element derives from Andrea Palladio's second book of architecture. The 
high basement and parallel flights of stone steps further enhance the dignity 
of this impressive facade.

The east or "river" facade, lacks a projecting portico, or even a pavilion, 
but it has a classical central pediment to emphasize the main axis. The 
center entrance door and three windows over it, set under the east pediment, 
are framed by pilasters and topped by triangular and segmental pediments, 
executed like the west portico, in finely carved white Portland stone imported 
from England. The east door is also approached by a fine double flight of 
stone steps.

Most of the rooms on the inside are fully panelled and the mantel pieces and 
classical cornices throughout are the highest quality. The house further 
features rich plaster detailing in the ceilings, and a remarkable fully- 
panelled richly-carved double staircase. The two interior chimneys are 
placed somewhat to the west of center, creating at the east end on both 
north and south sides, those rooms of the largest size and the greatest 
formality. The basement was used as a kitchen, office, storage space, and 
servant's hall.

It is important to note that the plantation house was part of a composition 
completed by two flanking, symmetrically placed dependencies, and an adjoining 
forecourt. Only the foundations of these buildings remain today.

It is more than likely that in the near future, scholars will have available 
to them a thorough, detailed study of the building and its history, done by 
the National Trust for Historic Preservation, its owner since 1974.
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Drayton Hall is without question one of the finest of all surviving plantation 
houses in America. Its early date, 1738-42, makes its architectural sophisti 
cation all the more remarkable. It is far in advance of the great Virginia 
Georgian plantation houses for which those of South Carolina have a natural 
affinity. Because Drayton Hall has been barely touched with "improvements" 
in the ensuing 200 years, it remains for us one of the most treasured of 
eighteenth century structures.
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Verbal Boundary Description

The national historic landmark boundary for Drayton Hall has been drawn to 
enclose Drayton Hall and grounds which are of primary importance, plus enough 
of the surrounding area to provide a setting and unintruded vista of the Ashley 
River from the Drayton Hall property, totaling approximately 785 acres, much of 
which is heavily wooded or marshland.

Generally, the national historic landmark boundary on the southwest runs 200 
feet southwest of Ashley River Road for approximately three-quarters of a 
mile to protect the row of trees approaching the entrance to Drayton Hall, 
on the southeast stretches across the Ashley River to a point downriver about 
three-quarters of a mile from the riverbank in front of Drayton, then 200 feet 
behind the treeline on the northeast riverbank opposite Drayton Hall, then 
upriver to the northwest to protect the river vista for about three-quarters 
of a mile from the front of Drayton Hall.

Beginning at a point 200 feet south of a point on Ashley River Road about 
3200 feet southeast of the entrance road to Drayton Hall, the national historic 
landmark boundary proceeds approximately north 45° east about 2800 feet; then 
approximately south 39° east for approximately 825 feet; then approximately 
north 44° east for approximately 1270 feet to the south bank of the creek; 
then along the south bank of the creek approximately 1300 feet to its inter 
section with the Ashley River, then approximately north 48° east for about 
1000 feet across Ashley River to a point 200 feet northeast of the treeline 
on the northeast bank of the river; then on a line parallel to and 200 feet 
northeast of the treeline on the northeast bank of the river for approxi 
mately 10,500 feet; then due west about 750 feet across the Ashley River to 
the west river bank; then in a general southeasterly direction along the 
west bank of the river for approximately 3300 feet; then approximately 
south 48° west for approximately 3700 feet to a point about 200 feet south- 
WrST ^ Ashle/ River Road, then in a line parallel to and 200 feet southwest 
of Ashley River Road for about 4200 feet in a southeasterly direction to the 
beginning point.


