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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

"Andalusia'" lies on the Delaware River in Bucks County, about sixteen miles
north of Philadelphia. The beautiful grounds and handsome residence
jointly attest to the taste, culture, and manifold interests of Biddle.

The main house consists of the original structure and additions erected
by the banker. John Craig, a Philadelphia merchant, purchased the land
at "Andalusia'" in 1794 and then erected the north section of the Present
house. His wife still retains the honor of having designed the north
front, an outstanding example of the Regency style in the United States.
The front's semioctagonal east and west wings stir especial admiration
for Mrs. Craig's design.

Biddle's association with '"Andalusia" began with his marriage to Jane
Craig on October 4, 1811. Ten years later he made the house his permanent
residence and in the early 1830's he made a number of additions to it.

Employing Thomas U. Walter, Biddle added a south wing to the Craig house

in 1834. The two men produced a handsome projection that reflected

Biddle's long affection for classical Greece. The new wing resembled a
Greek temple, its six well proportioned Doric columns in front looking
toward the Delaware River. Although adding a new style to the house,

the Biddle wing, facing in the opposite direction from the front, eliminated
any conflict in architectural mode. Today, trees hide the wings of the
front section and make the Biddle wing appear even more an individual
entity.

The interior of the house has not been changed from Biddle's day. Further-
more, the furniture and furnishings also, for the most part, date from
Biddle's era. All of the first floor rooms reflect elegance and taste.

Of especial interest is the library. This room was added in 1834.by Biddle
and still contains its original bookcases and much of his library.
Paintings of the Biddle family throughout the ground floor also contribute
to the presence of the most famous of the Biddles.

There are a number of outbuildings of interest at "Andalusia.' Biddle's
gaming house stands near the bank of the river. The first floor was the
billiard room and the second floor was the card room. Up the river from

it is another small building. It was Mrs. Biddle's retreat. In back of the
residence are the remains of Biddle's greenhouses. Only their backwalls

now stand, but they attest to Biddle's great interest in horticulture.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

As President of the Second Bank of the United States between 1823 and
1836, Nicholas Biddle clashed with President Andrew Jackson in an
epochal political-economic struggle. Biddle's defeat assured the
triumph of Jacksonian democracy, and his humiliation remains a major
event in American history.

Biddle's background and early career did little to prepare him, in a
technical sense, for the presidency of the Second Bank. Born in
Philadelphia on January 8, 1786, to parents of old Quaker stock and
of social position, he was named after his father's brother, a naval
hero of the American Revolution. Biddle entered the University of
Pennsylvania when only ten and was ready for graduation when thirteen.
The University thought him too young to be graduated, so he did not
receive a degree. Present-day Princeton University, then known as the
College of New Jersey, did not demur at Biddle's youth, and accepted
him as a student in 1799. At his graduation in 1801, he spoke as the
valedictorian. '

About three years after leaving the College of New Jersey, Biddle spent
several years abroad. He sailed for Europe in October 1804 after his
appointment as the private secretary to America's minister to France.
Biddle was now about five-foot-seven inches tall, had chestnut eyes and
hair, and a fair complexion and handsome visage. A keen intelligence
completed a winning personality. After reaching Paris, he quickly became
very useful to Minister John Armstrong and handled many negotiations

for him. The following year saw Biddle begin his extensive travels, he
visited Switzerland and southern France in 1805. Biddle in 1806 continued
his travels, traversing the ancient roads of Italy, Sicily and Greece,
and visiting the classical ruins of those areas. The first American to
tour the home of the ancient Greeks, Biddle measured temples and
transcribed inscriptions. After his return from Greece, he became the
secretary of the legation in London, which position he filled until

July 1807, when he returned to America.
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Once back in Philadelphia, Biddle seemed destined for a combined literary
and political career. He completed his legal studies and was admitted to
the bar on December 11, 1809. In the following year he began writing his
account of the Lewis and Clark expedition, which he completed in 1812,
About two years later the work, History of the Expedition of Captains Lewis
and Clark, appeared in print. It 1s still an outstanding history of that
amazing expedition. By the time the book had appeared, Biddle had been
editor of the Port Folio, America's leading literary periodical, for almost
two years. A rising political career, however, induced him to leave the
Port Folio. Having served a term in the Pennsylvania House of Representatives
in 1810-11, Biddle won a seat in the state senate in 1814. There he
interested himself in many matters and served most capably until he gave up
his seat in 1817. He subsequently ran for the Federal Congress, but was
twice defeated.

Defeat at the polls did not demolish Biddle's political hopes. When he
began his association with the Second Bank, the ambitious Biddle regarded
his position, in part, as a move toward higher office. In January 1819,

he became one of the five governmental directors of the bank. Ill-equipped
to perform his duties, he studied banking assiduously and soon exhibited an
amazing knowledge of financial theory and practice. And on January 6, 1823,
he was elected president of the Second Bank of the United States.

Biddle, as the chief officer of the bank, succeeded as a banker but failed
as a politician., His shrewd leadership had transformed the once-shaky
institution by 1830. An indefatigable worker, Biddle dominated his bank and
successfully applied the policies he thought best. Thus, the Second Bank
came to control state banks, regulate currency, and protect the commercial
operations of the Nation. By the end of 1829, both Biddle's and the bank's
position appeared secure, almost impregnable.

But success frequently spawns danger. As the Second Bank became dominant,
enemies arose. The numerous state banks adhorred the stringent control of
the Philadelphia institution. New York City, hoping to supplant Philadelphia
as the Nation's financial center, disliked Biddle's accomplishment. Most
important, a political phenomenon was occurring. The eastern seaboard's
control of politics had been broken by Jackson's election in 1828 and the
victors intended to consolidate their triumph. That meant the extension

of both financial and political democracy, which implied the death of the
Second Bank.
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The contest that erupted between the pro and anti-bank factions centered about
the renewal of the institution's 1816-charter. Biddle, at the suggestion

of Henry Clay, interjected the charter into the presidential campaign of

1832. Legislation for the bank's continuation was approved by Congress

before the election, but Jackson vetoed the bill. His vigorous veto message,
according to Biddle, had "...all the fury of a chained panther biting the

bars of his cage."l Despite Biddle's indignation, Jackson won the election.
The bank appeared to be doomed.

Not to Biddle, though. Displaying his namesake's courage and his own fool-
hardiness, Biddle engaged in a campaign to force Jackson to recharter the
bank. The Philadelphian demanded that state banks redeem their notes in
specie, but most of those institutions could not and many failed. That did
nothing to increase Biddle's popularity among a very vocal and politically
influential group. Biddle, by that and similar acts, appeared to substantiate
Jackson's argument about the dangers inherent in a strong central bank.
Furthermore, he failed to cause Jackson to reverse his decision. The bank's
charter expired on March 1, 1836.

Biddle, following the expiration of the charter, caused the bank to be
reorganized as the Bank of the United States of Pennsylvania. He remained
with the new institution until March 1839.

Following the end of his banking career, Biddle retired to "Andalusia."
There he occupied himself with social and intellectual pursuits until his
death on February 27, 1844,

1
Quoted in Thomas P. Govan, Nicholas Biddle, Nationalist and Public Banker,

1786-1844 (Chicago, 1959), 202-03.
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Beginning at Delaware River at southern terminus of Station Avenue;
continuing along western side of Station Avenue to State Road; con-
tinuing along southwest side of State Road in a northwesterly direction
to Gravel Pike; continuing on Gravel Pike in a northwesterly direction
to right-of-way of Penn Central Railroad; continuing southwesterly along
Penn Central right-~of-way to Kings Lane; continuing southeasterly along
east side of Kings Lane to its terminus and then continuing in a
straight line to the Delaware River; continuing along west bank of
Delaware River to beginning point.
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Andalusia (Added Information - Pen Ryn) Bucks County, PA

&, Ciassification

Pen Ryn is privately owned. It fits under the classification of “building(s)” and contains two
Contributing buildings., two Contributing  siruciures  atd uw Non contributing resources.

6, Function or Use
Hisloric Fusactlons Current Functlong

DOMESTIC/single dwelling COMMERCE/TRADE/restaurant

7.  Description

Architectural Classification . Maerials
(Enier categories from instructions) (Cnter calcgeries frum instrugtions)

EARLY REPUBLICFederal =~ tfoundatlen sione
LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY walis styecco
REYIVALSKQlogial Reyiva) roof slale

other

Narratlve Description

The Pen Ryn csiate is located within the Andalusia ‘MNaupnal Hisworic Landmark. The
property included within the Andalusia NHL property cousists of (our waditionaily separate
properiies which were joined Ilo ibe twenticth century by the Biddle [umily. The main portion o
the NHL propenty is the estate iraditionally known as Andalusia .

The Pen Ryn property consists of four contributing resources: a large, high style, Federal
bouse wlith an associsted swimming pool and garden wall aud a lurge cuarriage house. Pen Ryn
today rcpresents one of Bucks County's classic Federal style houses.  Owveratl, the housc has a
Palladian, three part appearance. It consists of a ceutral, stuccocd brick, main block, with
hyphens to wings on both ends. The main block is five bays widc and two rooms decp. B is atmost
three full stores high with a virtwalty ilat 00l The main Juvade faves custerly 1o the Delaware
River. On the facade, windows arc aligned horizontally and verticatly in symmetrical rows, There
are projecting belt courses above the first and second stwry windows and below the thisd story
wingows, Above the third siory windows ts a deaticulawd cormice,  There is an ornuie
enlranceway in the central bay. The enusnceway consists of double doors syrmounted by a with
semi-circutar Tantight; atl of which is embcllished by « pudimeuted door surround with fluted
pilasters with {ozenge capitals, The central pay of the second [loor has a classic Palladian window
with ornate pilasters supporicd by carved consoles.  Currcntly, the third floor has five 3/3 sash
windows. Lat¢ nincteenth century (1893) and carly twentieth century photographs indicate that
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the central window was altered in the lwentieth century; and there was a semi-circulsr window in
the central bay of the third floor. In 1893 1his winduw consisicd of 1wo Quarier round windows
and in 19]2 a singic scmi-circular unit.  Other historic photographs indicate that through
different periods of its existence the house had 4 cornice ltine balustrade in ihe carly 1weulicth
century,

The main block of thc house has undergone a number of changes, beginning in the late
cightcenth century.  The Federal period appearance is actuslly un alicratfon 10 an ulder structure.
Historic documcntstion, supported by cvidcnce in (he bascruent indicwmes t(har (he original
building was five bays wide, but oniy one room deep. The house underwent scveral aiajor periods
of renovation aftcr its Pederal make-over. fn circa 1900, a rear 1wo story wing was added. During
this period a tear, four story, hip roof fowcr was also construcied. In 1909 a wing was added 1o the
south cnd of the building. This wing was originally buil as a library with no windows and a glass
ceiling. lo circa 1920 a complimentary wing was added tuo the nodh cnd giving the house a Neo-
Paiiadian symmctry and a Colonial Revival appearance. This sortherly wing became the new
library. At that time lhc south wing was sgltered from a library inlo .a drawing room. Windows
were installed aad the glass roof was covered over. The owner 81 this lime, Mrs. Seton Heury, hag
one story and two slory cxicngions conslrucied 1o the rcar of the house as well.  She also erdered
the construction of the garden wsli and the installation of a swimming pool.}

in 1995, in order to faciiitatc the rcsioration and rehabilitatlon of e main house, a large,
one story, masonry, banquet facility was added 10 the rcar elevaiion along side thc rear wing. It
was designed to be compatible with the hisioric portions of the building. A oue story addilion was
constructcd along the northcrly side of the circa 1920 two story, reur section as wcll.

The building's usc as a school beginning in the mid 1940s rcsulled in the construction of a
number of new walls and other alterations. These have bdecen removed and the original
cightcenth, nincteenth, and carly twenlicth cenlury clements have been uncovered or repiaced.
Many of the decorative ¢lements including wainscoling, interior doors and the originai front
doors wcre found in the carriage house gnd replaced in their original locations. The original
hand laid mosaic floor in the southerly wing was re-exposed and resiorcd.  Decorative plaster in
both wings was rcpaired.

The primary interior alteralion in lhe muin section of the house that was made as part of
the building’s current use as 8 banquet facilily was the removal of the cenler hall partiions in
thc front ponion of the main block. Al the samc time. g8 small section of the sccond floor was

! [nvestigation of thc records at the Athenseum in Philadelphin (including the delabasc uscq for
the preparation of the Bfographical Dictionary of Fhiladelphta Archiiecrs) as well us the review of
contemporary ncwspapers during the period do noL provide any information us to 1he names of

the architects of the various alierations and additioas. :
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removed and & small balcony created 10 give a view of the main first foor space from the second
floor.  As part of the upgraded banquet kiwchen, several walls were rewmoved in the rear wing
whick had beea previously transforined into a kiwchen and living guaners for s camclaker in the
1940s. On the second floor, what had been made into scparate boys and glils sestrovwss was altcred
into three 1e3l rooms (one for bandicapped individuats).  Vacanmt storage space was converled inlo
office space and a ncw rear stairway was constructed.

The carriage bouse was constructed iu circa 1905, 1t is a stuccocd inasoncy building with a
kip on hip roof surmounted by a large oclagonal cupula. 1he lower portion of the bottom hip is
flared out to presemt a small kick, Thecrc are round arched wall dormers on each facade. The
clevation facing the mansion is of Iri-partite design separaicd by wide pilasters. Two thirdy of the
way up -the walls is a wide belt course. It highlighted by u wide, elliptical wpped entranceway in
the centra] bay, The outer bays project out sltightly from the central bay uand are surmounted by
bip roofs. There is a round arched wall dormer in the central bay with 2 smull wrought ifun
balcony. The outer bays have simple, large circolar windows. _

The tiraditional Andalusia property contains the Andalusia Mausion and a number of other
residecnces and ancillary resources. These are the Andulusia Maunsion which is a Doric high style
Greek Revival pillared mansioa, built of brick and slone, roughcasi, 55° wide and 73" deep, with two
wings extending 40' on ecither side; the Biddle Cottage;, a High siyle Viclorian Gothic house with
cross gables; the Grotto, a Victorian Gothic “rustic ruin’, a one slory masonry engine house along
the river; a two story, temple-form billiard house at the river, a one story privy bchind the main
hous¢ and adjoining laundry building; a large stable building with a water Lower adjoining
graperies; and a one siory, hip 10of ienamt house. There are u number of other Andalusia s1aff
housing and farm buildings on the main properny. These include a QGothic cottage with (wo cfoss
gables: a two and a half story, frame residence catled the Wharf Cottage which was moved from the
river front, a two and a half story, [rame, tenant house under rehabititation; a2 frame/stone bam
with conical piers, corn crib, and stoue spring house.

To the south of the Andalusia farm is another river {ront wansion with accessory buildings.
Chelwood is 8 circa 1850 stone house, wwo and three quarter storics tall, live bays wide. two piles
deep. The river facade has a central projecting pavilion wilh gambrel roof. There is a rear (wo
and a half story wing Wwith 8 unique rounded comer. There are a one story. gable roul outbuilding

wilk decorative barge board and stable on the property.
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Pen Ryn is locally significant under criterion C in the category of architecture as a
combination of high style Fedcral and Colonial Revival architecwure. Pen Ryn is a large river
fron! mansion which was occupied by wcalthy owncers for much of iis listory. Therclore, the
building has undergone a number of changes since the mid eighwenth century.  These changes
reflected changes of life styles during the years. While undergoing upgrading and additions for
three centuries, the building has rcmuined an important landmark along the Dclaware River
front. lis period of significance is 1744-1946. Pen Ryn is representmive of a small, but locally
sigoificam, distinguished group of large mansions along the Dclaware River.  These include four
houses locaied withmm the boundaries of the Andalusia Nuional Hisworic Lundmark (but not noied
in the original Landmark designation) as well as several others along the river in Bensalem
Township.

Pen Ryn, wag Originally the seat of the Bickley luaily. [t is located on the Delaware River
next 10 “Andalusia” the Biddie famlly estate.  In the (wenlicth cenmtury. this properly was acquired
by the Biddie family, and although not described in the Andalusia Nalional Historic Landmark
nomination, is inctuded within the boundarics of that Landmark desigialion.  Abraham Bickley,
the originator of the family in Pennsylvania, was a prosperous Philadelphia shipping mercham
and prominent poiiical figure.

Sanuel Bickley Is crcdited as being the man who had the oidest part of Pen Ryn (then
referred to as Pen Rhyn, it was also relesred to ss Penrin. Penn Rhyn and Penrynn) contrucied
for a couniry scat in (7442 in (793, his sor Abraham Bickley HI cnlurged the house by adding
what 18 now the front portion, the depth of a room, so lhat the old [rom doorway is now well back
in the hall. Later. he added back buildings. The house. as Mr. Bickley left it, was sunilar in
genezal plan and characier to the majorily of the country houscs of that period in the
neighborhood.® In 1939, it was noied ihai  “About forty ycars ago, however, it was much altered
and its eightecnth-century character obliterated.  Then, in receul tincs, the presem Oowners,
while making further additions, also carried out praiseworty reslorstions.  With the removal of
anomalous features and dewils, Pen Rhyn. oncc morc presents a consisient aspect;, it is obviously a

2  The source of this information was Robent Wharton Bickiey who comribuied an article to the
book The Brisiol Pike in 1893, Oulies svwives suggest it Abralune Bicklcy 1 buili Pen Ryp on a
iract of [and¢ ihen known as “Bellc Voir” for hus intended bride Mary Shewell,  Abraham and Mary
were married on September 28, 1758, {t was Abraham Bickley il who changed the name torm
“Belle Voir” to Pen Ryn - "Penrin” huving been the birthpluce of ome of his anvestors in England.

3  Other sources indicate that Abraham Bickley Il died in 1782 and the building was cnlargc_d by
his widow and children.  Miniature purirait of himm by Benjumnin West (s bru:hcr-m-lav._r) is
“Abrgham Bickicy IH Bom 1731 Died Jan. 2v, 1782 Elat 51 Years.,” Frick Arg Keterence Library,

New York,
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housc that has experienced successive episodes of growth, but the result is both intesesling and
harmonigus.”*

In order {0 perpetuate the Bickley namc, Isazc Bickley. the lust surviving heir of Abraham
Bickley lIl convinced a distant relamiive Lloyd Wharton to assume the surnume Bickley. In 1843, he
officially bad his name changed to Lloyd Wharton Bickley. After Isaac Bickley's death, the
prop:lny was given to his sisters Hannah and Elizazbeth, and thes wt their death, t0 Lloyd Wharion
Bickley.

Lloyd Wharton Bickley died owuainy llie property, His wile Margarct Aan Howell died a year
latcr. and the e¢siaie wenl o their four sons. Lloya W. Bickley. Abrahum W. Bickley, Robent W,
Bickley, und Howell W. Bickley. The sons had the property scized by the sheriff. On August 20,
1878, J. D. K. Rcinhart, High Shenff of Bucks Counly, advertiscd the properiy for sale in local
newspapers. At that pme the house was dcscribed as a three siory brick mansjon house, having a
iwo story brick rear addition, cellar underneath, with a large porch in Irout of housc. and a rear
porch, and the whole house having ninctecn rooms. There were also a stouc stable, carriage
house, corn crib, and club room belonging W the maasion. The properly also had a temant farm.’
On Scpicmber 7, 1878 the sheriff sold Pen Kyn. Two months luter, Lloyd Wharton Bickicy 11 bought
back the mansion and some of the surrounding land. During this perioed of time the property was
leased (o the Philadclphia Gua Club Jor a club housc and shooiing range. A phowgraph of Pen
Ryn when occupied by thc Philadelphia Gua Club shows a Victorian period. bracketed, porch and a
semi-circutar, central, window on the third fioor.

Lioyd Wharton Bickiey I dieg in (89U and left thc property 10 his wifc Hannah. On July Z,
1890 shc sold it o Lucy Wharton Drexel, 8 first cousin of her late busbund. Lucy Wharton Drexel
was married to lJosecph W. Drexel, wealthy philanthropist and member of the well kaown banking
firn of Drexei and Company of New York and Philadelphia, She bought a number of surrounding
racts of land that had been separaicd from the eslale in the sheriff’s salc of 1878,

Lucy Wharton Drexel made cxtensive renovations 10 the house und grounds. She sdded the
south wing In circa 1900. In her time this was a windowless uddition with a glass roof.  Around
1908, the old bam adjaccat to the house burncd down and ihe currcnt carriage house was
construcied (o replace it

A 1912 photograph when Pen Ryn was the home ol Lucy Whanon Drexcl shows a new, more
claboraie porch, a string course beiwcen the second and 1hird tloor windows, and a comice line
balustrade. The two-part semi-circular, ccalral window on e third floor way replaced by a siogle
semi-circufar window,

Lucy Wharton Drexel died on Januagry 23, 1912 and the property descended 10 her youngest
daughter Jusephine. Josephlne llved In New York with her husband Sciou Henry and lurncd Pen

4 Harold Donaldson Eberlein and Cortlandt Van Dyke Hubberl. Portrair of g Colonial Ciry 1. B.
Lippincou Company, (939.

3 The Doylesrown Democrat. Augusi 20, 1878,
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Ryn into their summer residence. They renovated he house, including removing the from
porch, in circa 1920. At this time the original svuth wing was altered.  They iustalied windows,
covered over the glass roof, and converied 11 from a library inio & drawing room. The north wing,
which they added %t this same time, now became iheir library. 6 Mrs. Scion Henry also had the
formal garden walls consirucied.

Wlihin twenty f{ive ycars, thc property became vacaut aud begun tn defenorate. In a letfer
datwed May 10, 1945 Mrs. Henry wrole “Ever since the bogianing of the war, vandais have broken
into Pen Ryn smashing cverything.” 7 On May 2. 1945, Pen Ryn was sold to Charles Biddie, the
owner of the adjoining Andalusia property. Charles Biddlec offercd the house and surrounding
housc 0 the All Saints Episcopal School. He stipulated that the property should always be ysed as a
school; otherwisc it would revert to him or his family. In 1946, the schoul openecd. It continued
until 1963, After it closed, Pen Kyn revcrnied 10 Charles Biddie's son James Biddle. The house was
vacaied and boarded up. In Scpiember 1966, the building was again opened as a school under the
auspices of the Christ Episcopal Church of Eddingion. Twenty ycars laler, the schogl moved our
and the properly was again lefi vacani, In 1988, lamcs Biddle sold the propeny. By 1993, when
purchased by its current owners, the building had again been vandalized. Since thal time the
buiiding bas been renovaled.

Pen Ryn fus imtv the comtext of what was Bucks County's "Gold Coast” slung the Delaware
River., Through much of the ecighieenth and ninelecnth cengurics, the Delaware river fiont
between Philadelphia and Bristol was the traditional iocation for grund mansions und country
seals for many of Philadelphia’s wcahthy familics. Beginning with the Foerdercr estaie, "Glen
Ford” just across the Poguessing Creek in Philadelphia county, ihicse’ estates included “The Ackley
Place at Eddingion” (destroyed) the duPont family’s “Bellespois” (desiroyed), manufacturing
chemist Thomas Harrison's “Windemere™ (destroyed), Edward Dufficid’s “Edgewood”. Dr.
Rousseau's “Clock House" (destroyed)., Dr. Charles King's “Devon™ . Secretary ol the Navy [under
Presidest Grant) Adolph Borie's "The Deil”, Dr. George Fox's iwo muiching houses "Chestnut Wood™
and “Traviskan”, “Cheiwood”, the Biddic's “Andafusia™, John Ausiin’s “Brander” and ihe Logan
family's “Sarobia” (destroycd) in Bensalem, and “China Hail” (destroycd) in Bristol Township.
Many of the mansjions wcre razed as the river froat became industrialized. The four mansions &
Andalusia rcprescnt part of the last remaining group of ihese mansions.

For thc most part, thesc mansions were not typical rural vernacular farm dwellings found
throughout Bucks County. but the homcs of extremcly wealthy tamifies who soughy refuge from
the negaiive aspects of Philadelphia, while stil being in close prosimity lo the city. They were
built in the fashionable style of their day. Penm Ryn is a classic Foderal style house.  Andalusia is
one of the leading Greek Revival buildings of is period in Pennsylvania.  The Biddle Cortage on
the Andalusia property is s classic high style Victorfan Gothic residence. The Dclt. which is

——

6 A photogrsph of the house with thc front porch siill on and a siugle wing labeled “The home of
Mrs. Seton Henry" appcared in Old Roads Out of Philadelphiu, by lohn T. Faris (J. B. Lippincott,

Phila. PA 1917 )
7 Ebericit and Hubbent
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located approximately one half milc to the south of Andalusia is perhaps the finest lialianate style
house in Bucks County. It is scpamated from tic Andalusis pruperty by the Chesuiut Wood and
Traviskan mansions.

Archijgciurally, there arc very fow other houscs like Pen Ryn in Bucky County. The
contemporary houses in Bucks County 1owns such as Bristol or Newlowu were not as large or
dramatic. Three-story buildings were uncommon in Bucks Counly uadil ithe id ninctcenth
century. The housc s cited as an examplc of huw “To reduce their appurent heighy, hrec-siory
houses were foreshoriened with sgquare windows. Twao-picce sashes were used. and the number of
panes differed considerably. While 4 like number in both upper and lower sashes was the
rule...fhouscs such as]...Pen Rhyn in Bensaien: Township, Bucks County, huve foreshortened
windows with threc-paned upper and lower sashes. Such foreshortened windows as all the above
worc usually cmployed with six- and nine-pancd sashes on the swrics below,”®  Bucks County
architecture is overwhcimingfy vernacuiar adaptations of prevaicat styles,  Must jocal families
could not compete financially, with the weatthy, fashionable Bickley-Wharnon-Drexcl family who
owned Pen Ryn. Pen Ryn, like other river front maasious such as Aadalusia or The DPeil were ali
among ihe Icading cxampies of their particular architectural styles in’ the county.

The property is representative ol the cra {circa 1760 through the 1Y20s) when il was
fashionable (o have a country scat in bucolic Bucks Counly overlpuking the Delaware River.  These
houscs were large, lavish, and omate. They wcere designed 10 be scen and admijred [rom the river.
Their elcgant facadcs ail face 1hc Dclaware, rather than the interior roads. Through its growih
an¢ dceveiopment over the centurics, Pen Ryn has bccome one of ihe miost siriking mansions along
the Dclaware, It stiii commands 3 vicw of ihe river and retains igs architeciural integrity and
readily cvokes its period of significanc:c. The mujor buiidings va the site have all been retained in
their original location, and the housc in particular, due lo its placcment on an eminence
overlooking the Delaware River dramatically rctains the building’s historic associations.  The
design of the property is such that the non-contributing addilions are cunstrucicd in a sclling
behind the house, as not 1o detract from the contributing resvurces as vicwed from s orlginal
facade. The design of the housc itself is a classic Federal siyle used during e eighieenth and
ninctccnth centuries for houses of the alliuent. The muteriuls und wurkmanship thal were used
in thc buiiding are important components to this propernly’s significance and inzegrity. The
buiiding is iarge, stately, and with its dramatic fecade rellccted the finer houses being construcicd
in the Philadelphia region. Befitting ihe slatus of its owners. irom the Federal period through the
carly twenticth century, altcrations to Pen Ryn were made with an cxtremgly high level of
craftsmanship.

The interior of the house, with jls ornstc finishcs is mosuly intuct. The interior of the
building has been aliered throughout the yeats as patt 0l s adaptlve reusc as o school snd  wost
recently, greal ¢ffori has been madc 10 restore many of ils Uﬁginul'lbafurcs. ‘n.u.-, P.cn Ryn _
properly relains s historic feeling and associalion, While cestain imerior hisioric maicrials

8 The Colonial Architecture of Philudelphia. Frauk Cousin and Phil M. Rilcy, Little, Brown and
Company, Boston, 1920.
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have becen removed throughout the years, the Pen Ryn mansion is an imporiant historical and
architectural resource that reflects its placc among a small, but locally significani, distinguished
group of large mansions aiong Ihc Delaware River,

Photographs

Photographs 1 through 7 were taken by Jeffrey L. Marshull on February 20, 1996, Negalives are
ficld in the Historic Prescovation Deparuncut, Heritage Conscovancy. 85 Otd Dublin Pike,
Doylestown, PA 18901,

.Phoio | east facade showing wings, camera poinling wesl

Photo 2 cast facadc showing westerly wing in foreground, cameru poinling norithwest

vhoto 3  southerly wing in foreground, new rear additiun visible. camcra pointlng nerthwest

Photo 4 north elevations showing northcrly wing (left) aud carly 20C Llwo siory wing at right,
camera poinling soulh

Photo § east facade shuwing wsurltherly wing aad garden wall in forcground, cumcra pointing
30uthwest

Photo 6 detail of east facade, camera pointing northwest

Phowo 7 carrlage housc porthcm clovation, camera facing southwest

Photographs 8 through 16 were 1aken by Bili Haas on Oviober 1, 1996, Negatives ure filed ot the
property.

Photo 8 east facade showing wings, camcra pointing wesl

Phow 9 carriage house northern clevation, camera facing south

Photo 10 detall showlng  southerly wing in [uregrowsd, new rcar addition visible, camera pointing
northwest

Photo 11 southeas comer of parlor with entrance to sautherly wing visible a1 far right. camera
poiating southcast.

Photo 12 nonhecast vurucr of parlor with cntrance to wortherly wing visible at far lefi, camera
poiniing northeast.

Photo 13 wouth end of gallery in southerly wing camcra pointing soeuth.

Photo 14 west wall of library in nonhcrly wing camers pointing wesl

Photo 15 southerly wall of dining room focated on first 1lvour i the southwest corner ol main
block, main alairway visible through opem duor, Camera poiting wuthwest.

Photo 16 main staircase on first floor, camera pointing west.
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