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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
A few years ago the point of land on which Forts Duquesne and Pitt had
stood was buried beneath commercial buildings and railroad tracks.
Fortunately, this situation has disappeared thanks to the development of the
new Point State Park. The Point area has been virtually cleared of
intrusions which at one time buried the fort sites. The railroad yards
and commercial buildings are gone; although one expressway still traverses
the point. The site of Fort Pitt was the subject of intensive
archaeological investigation in 1942-43, and sufficient underground
evidence was found to define with considerable accuracy the outlines and
features of the fort. 'The original lower ramparts of the music bastion
have been excavated and made a permanent exhibit. (See photograph)
Interpretive markers are located on the south side of this exhibit. Just
west of the expressway, or the southwest section of the fort, The Fort Pitt
Museum has been constructed on the original site of the Monongahela
Bastion. The Museum is an impressive interpretive facility. In the main
lobby is a 20 feet (in diameter) scale model of the fort. Earphones,
located around the display, relate the story of the area while spotlights
point out the specific sites. The interior of the museum relates the story
of the region during Indian, French, English, and American occupation.

Located to the north of the museum entrance stands a small brick blockhouse
owned by the Daughters of the American Revolution. This is the only
structure original to the point.

At the extreme tip of the point has been constructed a gigantic fountain.
This fountain measures about 80 feet in diameter and has a spray of

60 feet in height. Typical of any park, there are benches located
throughout. On either river side are stands from which, during the
summer months, visitors view floating concerts. The park is maintained
in immaculate condition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

From the middle of the 18th century through the early 19th century, the
Forks of the Ohio represented the strategic key from the east to the Ohio
Valley and the vast territory drained by the Mississippi. Control of this
key point was the objective in French, English, and American struggles for
North America.

At this point of land where the Monongahela and Allegheny Rivers meet to
form the Ohio, grew the bustling frontier town of Pittsburgh, the first
permanent English settlement west of the Appalachian mountains in the
present United States. In the late 18th and early 19th centures the town
at the Forks of the Ohio was the major point of entry for the mass of
settlers pushing westward into the Ohio and Upper Mississippi Valleys.

Early in 1754 the first outpost at the Forks of the Ohio was begun by
American colonials, on ground first chosen and described by young Lt. Col.
George Washington. Shortly thereafter it was seized by the French and
named Fort Duquesne. It was captured in 1758 by a British and Colonial
force during the French and Indian War. TIts fall was a decisive blow to the
French defense of the Ohio country. Shortly thereafter the British erected
Fort Pitt on higher ground a few hundred yards away from the older fort.

HISTORY

Control of the strategically important confluence of the Monongahela and
the Allegheny Rivers to form the Ohio, was a decisive element in the
climactic struggle between England and France for the control of North
America. The site was also of great importance in the American Revolution
and in the opening of the western frontier. The first outpost on the site
was begun by English colonies early in 1754 on ground first chosen and
described by Lieutenant George Washington. On April 17, 1754, the
unfinished fort was seized by a force of French and Indians. The French
completed the post and named it Duguesne. Thus the site saw one of the

first acts of hostility in the final American war between England and
France.

Duquesne gave the French control of the Ohio River and was the keystone
of their defense line on the western frontier of the Colonies. George
Washington, with a small force, was on the way to the Forks of the Ohio

when he learned that the French had captured the unfinished American fort.
He halted his advance and a short time later surprised and defeated a
(Continued)
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small French scouting party. Thus were fired the first shots in the

Seven Years War, called in America the French and Indian War. A short time
later Washington, himself, was attacked and forced to capitulate at Fort
Necessity.

Fort Duguesne was also the objective of British General Braddock's ill-
fated campaign in 1755. 1In 1758 British and Colonial forces under the
leadership of General John Forbes, hacked their way through the wilderness
to find Fort Duguesne destroyed and abandoned by the weakened French, who
had been deserted by their Indian allies. The fall of Fort Duguesne was
decisive in the decline of French power in the vital western frontier south
of the Great Lakes.

Realizing belatedly the importance of this tip of land as the open road to
the vast interior of the continent; and the nation controlling this
natural highway controlled the future of the land built their most
substantial and costly stronghold in America. Approximately 200' from

the original site of Fort Duquesne, Fort Pitt was named in honor of the
English Prime Minister. A few years later during the bloody Indian up-
rising, known now as Pontiac's Conspiracy, Fort Pitt was one of the few -
frontier forts able to hold out against the Indians. A relief column met
the Indians at Bushy Run about twenty miles from Fort Pitt, defeating

them and raising the siege of the fort. Fort Pitt became an outpost of
unquestioned merit in the opening of the western frontier, offering pro-
tection to the settlers and traders who were pushing into the Ohio country.
The town of Pittsburgh grew under the shelter of the fort. Fort Pitt was
occupied by troops during the Revolution and was finally abandoned in 1790.
The vast importance of the Forks of the Ohio is attested to by the
vigorous efforts of both the French and British to seize and hold this
site, and by the rapid spread of English settlement which occurred under
the protection of the fort.
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From the point of intersection of the western curb of Commonwealth Place
extended to the Allegheny River, proceed in a line along the west curb
of Commonwealth Place to a point, if extended would intersect the
Monongahela River; thence proceed in a northwesterly direction around the
point; thence in a northeasterly direction to the point of origin. This
area contains approximately 36 acres. The boundaries are indicated on

an accompanying map titled Illustrative Site Plan Golden Triangle 1980.
The elevated road system, viewing stands, fountains and similar modern
features within the boundary do not contribute to the national
significance of the landmark.
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1. STATE 2, THEME(S), (F ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE. WRITE “ARCH" BEFORE THEME NO.

Pennsylvania X Advanen of the Fyontiar, 1763-1820
: 3. NAMES) OF STE The rorks of tha Ohio (Site of l'ort Duquesne and
; Fort Pitt, Bonquet's Blockhousge)
. 5. EXACT LOCATION {County, fownship. roads, etc. If difficult to find, sketch on Supplementary Skeet}
"The Goldan Triangle", Point Park, Pittsburgh

B, NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Also administrator if different from owner} Point Patk ownad and admin:l.atered by State

of Pennsylvania; Bouquet Blockhouse owned and ado
- 3. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIFPTION (Degcri! 'Jc bmﬁy whol makea ri!z !mpurtnn! and wha! mnobu are moni) . hd

The point of land where the Monongahela and Allegheny Bivers meet to form the Ohfo
constitutes a site of surpassing significanca in the story of American expansion
o~ westward from the Appalachian Mountains. ¥rom the mid-18th century through the early
' yesrs of the 19th, the Forks of tha Ohio was tha strategic key te tha Ohio Valley and
the vast territory drained by the Upper Mississippi. Control of this key point was
a major stretegic objective in the struggle for North Awerica, and for possession of
the Forks men of three nations, the French, British and American, fought and died.
Within the shelter of the fort grew up. the bustling frontier towm of Pittsburgh,
"ethe first permanent English settlement west of tha mountains in tha present United
- States ..., ." In the late 18th and early 19th centuries tha town at tha Forks of
the Ohio was the major point of entry for tha waves of settlement pushing into the
Ohic and Upper Mississippi Valleya. and w:lth _good reason tha site won its recognition
es the “Gateway to the West."

Features and Condition of tha Site

A few years ago the point of land on which Forts Duquesne and Pitt had stood was
buried beneath commercial buildings and rallroad tracks. Happily, this situation

is disappearing, thanks to development of the new Point State Perk. The "Point" area
has been virtually cleared of artificial intrusions which at one time buried tha fort
sites. The railroad yards and commarcial buildings are gone although portions of the
site are still obscured by heavily travelled roadweys which give access to the Point
and Manchaster bridges over tha Monongahela and Allegheny Rivers, respectively. The
approximate site of Fort Duqueane is partially covered by bridge ramps, but the in-
progress relocation of the bridges to a point higher up on tha Triangle will free the
site for full investigation. The site of FPort Pitt was tha subject of intensive archa-
ological investigation in 1942-43, snd sufficlent underground evidence was found to

define with considerable accuracy tha outlines and £eatures of the fort. The brick
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Commission to locate the Site of tha Frontier Forts of Pennsylvania (Harrisburg,
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9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention beat reparts and etudies, us, NPS study, HABS, ae) Jobm P. Cowan, "Fort Pitt, Pittsburgh,

Pennsylvania (Ms. Report, National Park Service, 1937); Mary €. Darlington, Fort Pitt
and Letters from the Prontier (Pittsburgh, 1892); "Part One of the Report of the Point
Park Commission," ( Q[i.meo.. Pittsburgh, 1943); "Report on Forests and Waters: Land and

10. PHOTOGRAPHS + [ 11. CONDITION 12. PRESENT USE (Mugetm, farm. ete.) 13. DATE OF VISIT
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*DRY MOUNT OF AN 8 X 1013 SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE. DATE DF PHOTOGRAPH, AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER., GIVE
LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED, ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES.

{IF ADDITIONAL SPACE 1S NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317¢, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER)

U. 5. GOVERNMENT PRIFTING OFFICE 16—74010-1



+
.- . — e soma T, . - —_— l

G : 1 UNITED STATES
‘ DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS
SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET -

This sheet is to be used for giving additional information or comments for more space for any item on the
regular form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, ete. Be brief, but use as many
Supplement Sheets as necessary. When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order

of the items. All information given should be headed by the item number, its name, a.nd the word (cont d), a.s,
6. Descnptlon and Importance (cont’d) '

> . - v .'.. -
e iD= iy B S e

STATE

msylvﬂnia risa et .o

: _mus{ors"s The Forks of the Ohlo (Site of Fort Duquesne

Lo

Importanea am'.! nescrf.ption (cont'd )

Pl e

N BRSO l.nﬁ L"'} [
Devclomnt of the l’oint :l.ncludes the éstablishment of a’ 36-a.cza stata park and
reconstruction of one of the fort’s bastions. The park will include e higtorical
museum on the fort gite and the area will be planted in treas of the variety common
to. the, virgin wilderness which surrounded the Porks of the Ohio 200 years ago. The
Point. s:ar.e ?ark 13 e pmject o! the !ennsylvania napartmenx of Forgsts and Waters.

Lt e LT i N
Cen T
9. leports and Studies” (mt';! ) TR
: MR | Lt »- ! 4
!l
People. (Brochnre of the Pannsylvan.la Department of Forests and Waters, n.p., 1958).
Wyl T iR -t
Bhnd 4t LU _
5
H H AR e ST + . N
STETELY e @ :
e g . A L < .
I TP et RN Lo )
FEIreY ,. s T Y 1 - » %" ."f-l'- FALn ¥ > ‘ o
.- % Lk o2, - _ ) . . -
Y e ndT PG Tara i " i
o . i - o _f =
HR S .
J - . N s e . .
ﬂ: - ..». 1: _ - . Ll -2 TN P < L
e . i aia -
. " .!;_,; .
- o e -
Las ' 5T it ERR A SR :
) T s B o s i -
T :2 P— -
. : ' '
" - - - Tmre e

U. 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING GFFICE 16— 4023~1



