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The William Holmes McGuffey House, 401 Spring Street, Oxford Ohio,
was designed and built by McGuffey in 1832-33. The house was only
occupied by the McGuffeys for three years or until they moved to
Athens. The house is a two-story brick structure that has seen various
alterations since the McGuffeys lived there. When McGuffey occupied
the house the main entrance was located on the east side; the north
side is now used. Moreover, the porch located on the second floor

on the east side of the house has been enclosed, whereas it was open
between 1833-36. 1In 1855, a two-story wing containing a room on each
level was added to the west side of the house. The north porch was
likewise lengthened at a later time.

Various alterations have occurred on the interior of the house. Enter-
ing from the north porch one steps in to the hallway. A staircase
now rises to the second level. This stairwell was not present when
McGuffey lived there. On the right is the living room. Victorian
furnishings are used for decor. The windows have been lowered to the
floor and the original single door has been replaced with a double
wide portal. The only furnishings in the room which relate to
McGuffey are the portraits of him and his wife. To the south of this
room is the dining room. Here wall paper has been removed and the
original print with stencil design has been restored. In this room is
a built-in cupboard in which are pictures, McGuffey's eye glasses,

and other mementoes. To the west of this room is the ground floor
wing of the 1855 addition in which are located many of the various
editions of the McGuffey Reader as well as the octagonal table at
which McGuffey composed a number of the Readers. This room was

used as an office by the owner of the house who was a contractor.

In a small hallway, which connects this room with the kitchen, is

the original stairwell. The staircase has been tWrRed yhereas it
once was straight. On the second floor are located a number of
interesting bedrooms including the "Borning Room," just off the master
bedroom, above the parlor. In the second bedroom, above the dining
room, is located the only original floor in the house, all the others
have been replaced with narrow oak hardwood. The beds of the rooms
are rather unique. All the beds have rope springs. The one in the
second bedroom was finished to simulate mahogany, while the one in

the master bedroom is made of cherrywood. The master bedroom
contains the original mantel painted white to simulate Italian marble.

Miami University has restored the house and uses it as a museum to
honor McGuffey. The house 1s opened throughout the year except August,
on Saturday, 9:00 a.m.- 11:00 p.m.; Sunday, 2:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m.; and
Tuesday 2:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m.

BOUNDARY INFORMATION AND JUSTIFICATION

N The William Holmes McGuffey House sits on the corner of East Spring
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house located at 401 Spring Street was the home of William Holmes
McGuffey from 1833-1836. In this house M.cGuffey compiled the First,
Second, Third, and Fourth Readers. These and subsequent McGuffey texts,
estimated to have sold more than 122,000,000 copies, reached generations
of Americans and were a major cultural and educational influence in

to the influence these volumes have had on the thinking of the Nation.
HISTORY

Born near Claysville, Pennsylvania, on September 23, 1800, McGuffey's
family moved near Youngstown in 1802. There he spent the next sixteen
years. His mother tutored him, as did the minister of the Presbyterian
Church in Youngstown. 1In 1818, he matriculated at a school at Darling-
ton, Pennsylvania; and from there entered Washington College, from which
he was graduated in 1826.

Having received his degree, the compactly built and religiously devout
McGuffey devoted the rest of his life to education. He assumed a
professorship of languages at Miami University, Miami, Ohio, in 1826.
Shortly after arriving in Miami, he married Harriet Spining, By whom
he had five children. i =

He remained in Miami until 1836, when he resigned as the head of the
department of moral philosophy, which he had come to head in 1832, in
order to accept the presidency of Cincinnati College. Ohio University
elected-MeGuffey to its presidency on September 17, 1839, and he held
this positiomwiuntil: 18434 About two years after departing from Athens,
McGuffey became the professor of moral philosophy at the University of
Virginia. By the time of his death on May 4, 1873, McGuffey had become
the! University's ranking pgofessor.

McGuffey's fame stems not from his classroom lectures in college, but
from his readers for children, the first four of which he compiled
in his Spring Street house. He published a brief volume, Method of

with him to produce a series of children's readers. It was this series

the life of 19th-century America. This astonishing figure alone testifies

-~ Reading, prior to 1833, and in 1836 a Cincinnati publishing house contract
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Street and Oak Street. To the rear of the property is an accessway to a
parking lot, while on the :®88% gide a chain fence separates the property
from the remaining university grounds. The property is described by

deed as follows:

Being a part of Outlot number Nine (9), in the city of Oxford,

Butler County, Ohio, and described as follows, to wit: Beginning at the
Northwest corner of said Outlot at the junction of Oak and Spring Streets
in said City and running thence South along the west line of said Outlot
a distance of One Hundred Forty-four and five tenths (144.5) feet; thence
East on a line parallel with the north line of said Outlot a distance of
One Hundred Twelve and five tenths (112.5) feet; thence North on a line
parallel with the west line of said Outlot a distance of One Hundred
Forty-four and five tenths (144.5) feet to the north line of said Outlot
and south line of Spring Street; thence West along the north line of said
Outlot a distance of One Hundred Twelve and five tenths (112.5) feet to
the place of beginning.
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that made his name common. The First Reader appeared in 1836, as

did the Second Reader. The Third and the Fourth Readers came out in

1837. Subsequent revision of the books improved them and increased

their popularity. 1In 1851 a Fifth Reader was published, and in 1857 a
v 8ixth Reader. The series was completely revised in 1879; and changes

continued to be made until .920.

Several factors contributed to the popularity of the books. First,

a need existed for a well-written and interesting series of readers for
children when McGuffey's volume first appeared. Second, the books taught
by employing the social, economic, and political ideas then current

and popular for decades to come. Admonitions about thrift, hard work,
and patriotism, as well as many other virtues and ideas, appeared on
almost every page. Third, the original publisher, and his successors,
promoted the Readers with vigor and intelligence. Although McGuffey's
poor business talents prevented him from making a fortune, the Readers'
publishers recognized their commercial value and availed themselves of
every opportunity to increase their use.

Perhaps the leading reason for the success of the readers was that McGuffey
had written an excellent series. The books' material appealed to the mind
of the child. Abstract ideas were ignored, and the child could

recognize and understand the realistic situations and scenes that were
presented. Since the material was not parochial, but wide ranging

in nature, the child's interest was further sustained. Then too,

McGuffey set a precedent in his copious use of pictures. Never before

had children's text books been so profusely illustrated. Simple, direct
writing supported all these concepts. McGuffey's presentation of

easily grasped ideas in quick succession, his stress of the basic points
in description, and his stimulation of the imagination initiated a quick
response in his young readers.



