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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Begun in 1825, the Miami and Erie Canal stretched from Cincinnati to Toledo,
by way of Dayton. As shallow as five feet, the Deep Cut section of the
Canal ranges at places to 52 feet in depth. This section of the Canal
remains in very good condition, The State of Ohio shows a marked interest
in its proper maintenance and preservation,

Outside of trees clinging to the banks, the Deep Cut is much the same as
when horses pulled barges along the canal., Water fills the ditch and the
towpath is clearly visible, especially where the trees are bare. Presently
located just north of the intersection of State Route 66 and Mendon Road
is a rest stop and public park. The Landmark plaque is located at the
southwest corner of a parking lot facing east. It is mounted on a large
stone, Interpretive material is located directly facing this same parking
lot, There are three major structures located here., They include bath-
room facilities, a shed with a water pump drinking fountain and a covered
picnic gazebo. Picnic tables are located throughout the area, while
benches sit on' the banks of the canal for visitors. The atmosphere is
most quietening.

Boundary Information and Justification

The Deep Cut extends over a mile. It is bounded on the east by State
Route 66, on the south by Mendon Road, on the east by Route 66A and on the
north by Henne Road,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The '"Deep Cut' is a fascinating remain’ of the Miami and Erie Canal one of
early Ohio's two major artificial waterways. An amazing, manmade trough
through the face of the earth, the Deep Cut is an impressive reminder of
the obstacles that Ohio's people, as well as many other Americans,
conquered in order to develop their inherently rich land. The Miami and
Erie Canal is located approximately two miles south of Spencerville,
Ohio. The property is owned by the State of Ohio and is administered by
the Department of Public Works, 65 South Front Street, Columbus, Ohio.

History

The Buckeye State possessed one of the most extensive systems of canals in
the Union prior to the Civil War, Because of the canal agitation early in
the 1820's, Ohio appointed a commission in January to survey possible
routes and to supply estimates of the costs for the waterways. By early
1823 the commission had reported its findings. Regardless of the commis-
sion's ideas, by 1825 sectional demands compelled the legislature to
approve two main north-south canals, one in the east and the other in the
west, and decide on the route for the Ohio and Erie Canal, the eastern
waterway, and the Miami and Erie Canal, the western waterway. The com-
missioners soon declared that the western artery would run from

Cincinnati to Dayton, then to Toledo.

DeWitt Clinton, the hero of New York's Erie Canal and the nation's most
popular groundbreaker at any new canal undertaking, turned the first dirt
for the Miami and Erie Canal on July 21, 1825, Unlike some other states,
Ohio planned both the Miami and Erie and the Ohio and Erie Canals, which
Clinton had begun on July 4, 1825, very well. Because the commissioners
proved to be honest and responsible, Ohio escaped major embarrassment or
delay’in their construction., The builders of the Miami and Erie met some
difficulties, of course., Fevers and illness swept through the laborers
from time to time, felling many of the men and impeding progress on the
canal, Contractors for various sections of the waterway also suffered
from a disease, that of trying to extract extravagant sums of money from
the commissioners., In spite of these and other troubles, the ditch pro-
gressed rather well and by 1832, the Miami and Erie stretched from
Cincinnati to Dayton, Almost fourteen years passed, however, before the
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8. Statement of Significance: (1) Miami and Erie ""Deep Cut'" Canal

waterway reached Toledo. When the canal touched Lake Erie, it had a total

length of 248 miles, a minimum surface width of 49 feet, carried four feet of
water and cost $8,062,680,80.

There was no greater excavation on the Miami and Erie than the Deep Cut, just
below Spencerville. Men from nearby farms, immigrant Irishmen and convicts had
been brought together during the construction of the waterway to dig a ditch
through the ridge of blue clay that seperated the St. Mary's and Auglaize
water sheds. With their picks, shovels and barrows, plus blasting powder,

the diligent workers slowly advanced through the obsticle. Working for thirty
cents a day, many of the laborers drank up their wages at night and often
became involved in brawls that flaired up in their camps. But in spite of the
tough earth, whiskey and riots, the men finally completed the cut. The ditch
was 6,600 feet long and from five to 52 feet deep.

The money expended in digging the Deep Cut and in building the rest of the
Miami and Erie Canal was amply returned to the State by the waterway. As one
author says. ''The touch of internal improvements (of which the Miami and
Erie was a major one) acted upon Ohio like the mysterious wand of a magician,
converting a wide, unimproved, and comparatively poor state, into a profusion
of wealth, property and greatness."l! The Canal by providing cheap, easy
transportation, helped to settle western Ohio, raised land values and provided
an outlet for farm goods. Thus the Miami and Erie Canal contributed notably
to Ohio's swift rise to a leading position in the nation., Railroads greatly
lessened the value of the Miami and Erie by the 1860's, but by this date the
waterway had done its major work.

"lEmilius 0. Randall and Daniel J. Ryan, History of Ohio, (5 vols.; New York,
1912), III, p. 362,
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