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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICALAPPEARANCE

Carnegie Hall is an L-shaped composite of three buildings, constructed in close 
temporal sequence. The original building, which houses the concert hall, is an 
eight story rectangular building, designed by William Tuthill in the style of the 
Italian Rennaissance, which sits on the southeast corner of Seventh Avenue 
and West Fifty-seventh Street, with the main entrance and marquee on Fifty- 
seventh Street. The interior space of this portion is occupied primarily by 
the concert hall. Upon passing through the glass doors, one enteres the three 
story high lobby, which is dominated by a massive glass chandelier. The space 
above the entrance formerly was used as the organ loft, but now provides a 
lounge area. Continuing through the lobby into the auditorium itself, which 
is six stories high, there are two box balconies, one dress circle and an 
additional balcony above the main floor. The decorations, which are red on white 
walls, with gilt on the balconies, are tasteful though rather plain. Circa 1966, 
the seating was replanned to accommodate 2,800 people and the stage was deepened 
slightly. At the same time a new marquee was installed, in addition to air 
conditioning. Above the auditorium is the eighth floor which houses studios. 
This floor was added after the hall opened. It has a flat roof with a parapet 
and balustrade. The ground floor of this and the other two sections of 
Carnegie Hall is occupied by a collection of stores, a cinema and a restaurant, 
except at the main entrances to the different parts of the building. These stores 
were installed during the 1940's.

The eastern portion of the hall is a sixteen story tower which extends back 
from Fifty-seventh Street about half the width of the original section. The 
tower, which is architecturally undistinguished, houses a recital hall with a 
299 person occupancy, and many studios. The thirteen story addition to the south, 
on the corner of Seventh Avenue and Fifty-sixth Street, is basically the same as 
that on the east, with the exception that it contains only studios and offices; 
aside from the dressing rooms on the second floor. It is virtually impossible to 
pass through all three sections on any floor except the eighth.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The completion of Carnegie Hall in 1891 at Seventh Avenue and Fifty-seventh 
Street, established the surrounding area of New York City as the prime musical 
center of the United States. As manufacturers of musical instruments, particularly 
manufacturers of pianos, opened showrooms along Fifty-seventh Street, the 
"Music Hall," as Carnegie Hall was originally named, commenced hosting the premiere 
musical talent of the day including Tschaikowsky and Paderewski. Designed by 
William Tuthill, with the aid of Dankmar Adler as the acoustics engineer, the 
hall was built for the Oratorio Society, with Andrew Carnegie supplying the 
principal investment. The hall was renamed Carnegie Hall in 1898.

Owned by the City of New York and operated by the Carnegie Hall Corporation, the 
six-story Italianesque building, with its fifteen story tower, continues to 
provide musicians in New York with an auditorium of superlative acoustical 
quality, as well as studios and a recital hall.

HISTORY

Carnegie Hall was constructed from 1889 to 1891 for the Oratorio Society. Originally 
called the "Music Hall," the name was changed in 1898 to Carnegie Hall, in honor -v-' 
Andrew Carnegie, principal investor in the building's construction. Believing 
he would profit financially from the enterprise, Carnegie made a two million 
dollar investment on the peruasion of Walter Damrosch, whose father, Leopold, 
founded the Oratorio Society in 1874. The venture was a failure financially, 
however, for the hall never paid its way, in spite of the large crowds that were 
drawn to performances hald there. In 1960, it was acquired by the City of New 
York, when it was in danger of being demolished.

Carnegie Hall opened on May 5, 1891, with a five-day music festival. The 
Russian composer Tschaikovsky, in his first American appearnace, conducted several 
of his own works at the festival, including the "Marche Solennelle." During the 
same season Ignace Jan Paderewski gave his first performance in America. Others 
who made their American debut in Carnegie Hall included Joseph Lhevinne and 
Mischa Elman. Efrem Zimhalist gave his first New York City performance in the 
Hall as well. In 1892, the New York Philharmonic Orchestra, under the conductor- 
ship of Anton Seidl, made its first appearance in the hall. In 1926 and 1927, 
The Philharmonic appeared with Arturo Toscanini as the guest conductor. Toscanini 
then continued on as regular conductor until his memorable farewell concert on 
Arpil 29, 1936. Two years later, an equally memorable performance was enjoyed

by an audience with somewhat different tastes, for this concert featured the
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big band sound of Benny Goodman. Jazz and other popular music has been heard 
there many times since.

Carnegie Hall has continued to present a selective schedule of both classical 
and popular music. Although, since the completion of the Lincoln Center, the 
Philharmonic no longer uses the hall, under city management, Carnegie Hall has 
assumed a position of leadership in the propagation of New York's cultural life 
Over 1000 programs are given annually in the building, and annual attendance 
exceeds 750,000.
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curb of Fifty-seventh Street, thence west along said curb, 157' to the 
point of origin.

These landmark boundaries are coterminus with the perimeter of Carnegie Hall


