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The house at 7 Elm Court was built by Francis Newlands in 1890, two years after 
he married for the second time and moved to Reno. It sits on a tree-lined lot 
on a bluff overlooking the Truckee River in what was then the most fashionable 
section of town. The house, built in the newly popular shingle style, is a 
large rectangular building of two and one-half stories, gable roofed, with a 
single story library wing on the southeast side. The large, comfortable house 
was covered in redwood shingles with a cedar shake roof; both materials are now 
obscured by having been covered with asbestos shingle.

When Senator Newlands died in 1917, the house was bought by George W. Thatcher. 
It is at present in the estate of Mrs, Thatcher, empty and up for sale.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This large shingle-style house was the home of Senator Francis G, Newlands 
(1849-1917) from 1890 until his death in 1917. Newlands was a San Francisco 
lawyer and son-in-law to Silver King William Sharon of Nevada. He was the 
author of the Reclamation Act of 1902 which placed the federal government in 
the irrigation business, opening up vast areas of the west to farming.

History

Francis Griffith Newlands was born in Natchez, Mississippi, the -son of James 
Birney and Jessie Barland Newlands. His father was a physician and his mother 
an accomplished musician. The family moved to Quincy, Illinois, to give the 
children educational opportunities, but James Newlands died in 1851, leaving 
his wife with five small children and little money. Mrs. Newlands 1 marriage 
to Eben Moore, a banker and mayor of Quincy, enabled Francis to obtain a good 
education. He entered Yale at 16 but withdrew in his junior year because of 
family financial reverses, taking up a government job in Washington and attending 
night law school at Columbian College (George Washington University). He was 
admitted to the bar in 1870.

Newlands set up law practice in San Francisco in 1870 and soon became well- 
established. In 1874 he married Clara Adelaide Sharon, daughter of William 
Sharon, Bank of California agent in Virginia City, Nevada, and one of the 
richest men in the west. Clara died after childbirth in 1882. Newlands 
nevertheless, acted as trustee for the Sharon estate beginning in 1885, an 
activity that required much complex litigation. In 1888 he married Edith 
McAllister, the daughter of Hall McAllister, the legendary San Francisco lawyer, 
and moved to Reno, Nevada, that winter, partially to manage the Sharon interests.

When Newlands moved to Nevada he had inclinations toward the Democratic party, 
largely because of sympathy for the South during reconstruction. The facts of 
life in Nevada led him to the silver question, and he worked for the National 
Silver Committee in Washington. In 1892 as candidate of the Silver Party with 
the endorsement of Nevada Republicans, he was elected to the House of Representa­ 
tives. In 1896 when the Democrats absorbed the silver question, he returned to 
that party. He served in the House until 1903 when he was elected to the Senate. 
He served as a senator until his death in 1917.
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Newlands had a distinguished career in Congress. His quick grasp of economic 
issues made him valuable to his party. His most lasting monument is the 
Reclamation Act of 1902 which established the Federal Reclamation Fund from 
the proceeds of the sale of public lands. This fund paid for the construction 
of dams and irrigation projects. The farmers in the irrigation district then 
mortgaged their land to repay the funds which were used to build other projects. 
The owner-farmers got votes in the management of the project in proportion to the 
number of acres they mortgaged. Thousands of acres of arid lands were put into 
profitable production as a result of Newlands 1 bill.

Reclamation was not Newlands 1 only interest, however. He sat on the Foreign 
Affairs and Ways and Means Committees while he was in the House. In the Senate 
his major accomplishments include the 1913 Act for mediation and conciliation 
of labor disputes, the 1914 law establishing the Federal Trade Commission, and 
the segment of the 1917 rivers and harbors law establishing a waterways commission. 
Among his other interests were tariff reform and federal support of the arts. He 
was clearly in the group of early 20th century statesmen who believed in govern­ 
ment by boards of experts with delegated authority from Congress. His long 
membership in the Senate Interstate Commerce Commission resulted in his chairing 
the transportation inquiry committee 1916-1917. Newlands died before the results of 
the inquiry were incorporated into legislation in 1920, but he was responsible in a 
major way for the reorganization of American railways.
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The national historic landmark boundary for the Senator Francis G. Newlands home 
includes all of those lots marked 4 and $ with their northwest border on the Truckee 
River as well as the access road marked lot 12 on the accompanying Map B entitled 
"A Portion of Newlands Heights, redrawn 10/67, revised 8/72."
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