Form 10-317 UNITED STATES

(Gevt. 1500 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIUR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS
1. STATE 2. THEME(S). 1F ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE, WRITE ““ARCH'* BEFORE THEME NO.
Hawaii Theme XVI - Indigenous People and Cultures
3. NAME(S) OF SITE 4. APPROX. ACREAGE
Kesuhou Holu 8lide 10

5. EXACT LOCATION (County, township, roads, etc. If difficult to find, sketch on Supplementary Sheety  Qmn west coast of the Island of
Hawail, in North District, at Keauhou, to east of the coast Highway (State 18)

6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Also administrator if different from owner)

Probably owned by the Bishop Estate.

7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Descrilie briefly w hat makes site important and what remains are extant)
Significance
e Ke Holua (To Blide (HASS~50-HA-D3-2) is the largest snd beat

preserved slide in the State of Hawali. "This slide, extremely long (1290 feet),
steep, and wide, served as the "Olympic Games" holus of the Hawaiian people.

Certain pastimes were restricted to the chiefs, the most spectacular being
holua sledding. A track of rock, layered with earth end made slippery with grass,
was made for tobogganing on a narrow sled. The aled or congisted of two narrow
and highly polished runners, from seven to 18 feet in 1 , and from two to three
inches deep. The two rumners were fastened together by a mumber of short pleces
of woods varying in length from two to five inches, laid horizontally across the
runners. The contestants grasped the sled, rapn g few yards to the brow of the
hill or starting place, and throwing themselves forward, fell flat on the sled,
and slid repidly down the hill. Those who rode the farthest were considered the
victors. This sport was extremely dsngercus and only experts participated.

8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Qive best sources; give location of manuscripts and rare works)

'3, REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention best rcpjrt.s amﬁlud:‘es, as, NP study, IIAB.&",;:';.) Dom-thy B. m;re, "Enwaiian Abﬂrigim

Culture” (Bishop Museum, 1961, NP8 typescript), 64%; K.P. Emory, J.P.3. Stokes, D.B.
Barrere, "The Natiomel and Cultural History of Honaunau, Kona, Hswaii," (Bishop Museum,

_ 1957 typescript, 2 vols. =230 e
10. PHOTOGRAPHS * 11. CONDITION 12. PRESENT USE (Museum, farm, etc.) 13. DATE OF VISIT
arracren: vesCl o | Exeelleat Uncultivated land March 1962
14. NAME OF RECORDER (Signature) ‘sgdej WIS Ve 15. TITLE 16. DATE
Paul J. P. Schumacher Co T e T Reglonal Archeologlst June 28, 1962

*DRY MOUNT ON AN 8 X 10l% SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE, DATE OF PHOTOGRAFPH, AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER. GIVE
LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED, ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES,

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER)
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THE FAMOUS ROYAL
HOLUA,OR SLIDE.AT
KE-AU-HOU,N.KONA,
HAWALIL

Thes sketch presents o grnird/ viaw, fay:ﬂnu wdh measumL-

ments and |¢m/s{ conshruchon, of He long shide Mot exlends
Sor y/and above #u v’lf/a’l a{ Ke-ou-hou, over /uz{/x favo-
Flowed country, i e op'of Ba hill named Py o Kabmi-la-o,
@t o considuecble clavatiom.

, The staatin xo:’nf /5 0 noatow ;/n?/um eved level, succeedad
vy o siightly </u/7/' ed caoum:zl‘f/n[oam 3641 fong ‘7 29 wids,end
u[ a”ou:/l o) o 3emms of shep descanth tat’ gore ‘hugh r/ru/ Yo thr
holuo-sleds.

Great corn seems fo have bean cxameissd n e bulding of Mhis huge
Relic of e ancunls Practicelly he whols shidy 15 construchd' wath/ lorgs
'H) lc:b,flld in with mocks medium and small-3/3ad ‘oa. ‘The bobe-wells
on the neh end seuth vory i ‘lr"f nrru‘n’ o M contoun {ML land
The width of e Runwoy veries rm:ilua‘/’-

In sevamol places Mc/lou of the holuo hes sunk, ltovin Jl’uuio»: of
vorious si3e, due o Te collapsz of M pohochoe kast becouse 0}071 and u-M’uhl.

The 1engh of %e shde, measuard thaou b the middle ;fum the &f!}(n' lowenr €ndy 75 3,682
feer. It may have exfanded ebout 3,900 .éufﬁct, as s said Yhat in ancient doys The now
misaing loweg poat extended alon e joint noath of Ke-av-hou Be neaely To Profxstent
o;uv cHapal | i(auﬁ{ul He'cio Bay'- On' completion of ‘thein shides the Zhix s 'would have Their
closa n'fu/af ¢ q/wnlkam/uf em ond Meir surYf-Goonds ‘7 camot To o 4/';Z obout o mile
offshont and o lite To the 'neth, from whare ﬁ:, wauld ridd into Me'tie :n geeot weves of
#e noted sunquKo-u/u-

Unjorlyndle/ bushes ond Trecs hove garned afaoﬂwl/ on the shide, and will cause great
damage in ¢ shout Nme urless somefhing is' done T 'propenly preserve thi histomic ménu-
ment ‘of old Hewoir. '
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