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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The townsite of Coloma with its few remaining landmarks, deep 
mining scars half hidden by locust trees, and a few cottages 
and tangled gardens stands astride of California State 
Highway No. 49. The south fork of the American River flows 
northwesterly through the town site.

Several historic buildings are in "ruins" condition, some of 
stone masonry, others of brick masonry construction. Wood 
frame buildings exist in various stages of deterioration.

Some buildings have been maintained for residential uses and 
for interpretive and park use.

New structures include (l) a replica of Sutter's saw mill, 
(2) a museum of 6,000 square feet, (3) public comfort station 
and parking lot, (4) residences (two) for park personnel. 
The area is served by a public electrical utility. Sewage 
disposal is by means of individual septic tanks. The El Dorado 
Irrigation District supplies water to the area.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This site marks the location of James Wilson Marshall's discovery 
of gold on January 2U, 181*8,; the discovery which precipitated the 
gold rush. It consists of the mill site, the grave of Marshall, 
the town of Coloma. This area, because of its outstanding 
significance to California and the world at large, has been named 
a national historic landmark, and is so registered by the N.P.S.
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SE 38° 47 ' 51 ' 120° 53' 20 "
SW "Sft ° 47 ' S| " 190° CSV 40 "

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
3 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
„ OF LESS THAN TEN ACHES

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
0 0 • -

APPROXIMATE ACRE AGE O F NOMIN A TED PROPERTY: /^-pPftOX 2.Q&

iLIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

COUNTY CODE

COUNTY: CODE

COUNTY: CODE

COUNTY: CODE

IfcfORM PREPARED;^ : - " ; ' \" V "" . : ' : : ;
NAME AND TITLE:

Alien W. Welts, State Pa-rk ft-i st.nrian jjj
ORGAN! ZATION f\ i_ _ DATE

Resource Management, and Pm-h^r-M on Division 2/^0/70
STREET AND NUMBER:

lUl6 9th Street, Resources Acencv Buildinc
CITY OR TOWN:

Sacramento
12; STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIF1CA1 ION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
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Reconsideration of Coloma (El Dorado County) is requested to permit 
registration of expanded boundaries. .Requested on the following 
bases:

1. Historic District inholdings must be acquired to assure 
preservation of significant values.

2. The historical integrity of the visual scene can only be 
preserved through expanding boundaries of the District.

3. Additional acreage is required for critical development of 
access roads and trails.

*t. Additional acreage is required for critical development of 
facilities.


