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Expansive gardens, both public and private, surround Lake Merritt, a natural 
water park in the midst of the city. Three miles around, the laguna is 160 
acres in extent, and across its placid surface ply fleets of pleasure craft: 
sailboats, rowboats, and canoes. Lake Merritt's waters are salt; in fact, 
this is an arm of the bay, though cut off from it by a broad causeway and 
moveable dam. On the shores of Lake Merritt like Lakeside Park and Peralta 
Park. The lake is encircled by parkways and paved boulevards, which are 
flanked by attractive homes and public buildings; and around it reaches a 
"necklace of lights" giving a striking effect at night with the circlet of 
amber globes reflected in the shimmering waters.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The bill that created America's first official wildlife refuge was introduced 
into the 1869-1870 California legislature by Senator Edward Thompkins and became 
law March 18, 1870. Quinn's History of California stated that in 1852 
Dr. Samuel Merritt of Oakland bought the land which was then a slough and helped 
form the body of water now known as Lake Merritt.

This wildfowl sanctuary, now in the heart of the business section of Oakl?rd, 
is an outstanding example of attraction of migratory birds under sorae.what adverse 
conditions. Thousands of waterfowl spend the winter here, attracted by the 
sanctuary, the food and the resting grounds provided for them. We have no 
present means of probing the events that prompted this pioneer conservation effort. 
It is interesting to note, however, that an examination of naturalists' magazines 
of that day failed to disclose a line devoted to this or any other refuge.

Lake Merritt, the oldest legally established wildlife refuge in the country, is 
now supported and maintained by the city of Oakland. It has attained fame as a 
wintering ground for wild ducks. The principal visitors are pintails and canvas 
backs, but many others drop in to partake of its bounteous fare and avail them­ 
selves of its protection. Baldpates and shovellers rank third and fourth in 
numbers but numerous other species occur, at least occasionally. To stand on 
the shore of this small body of water, entirely surrounded by the city, and watch 
the waterfowl come over the office and apartment buildings and tumble out of the sky, 
sometimes in ludicrous haste to reach the banquet spread for them, is certainly 
a novel experience.

Lake Merritt has become one of the most popular attractions in the bay district, 
it being not uncommon for hundreds of persons to gather and watch the behavior 
of the flocks of waterfowl that move in and out.

On January 17, 1929, E. W. Ehman caught a European widgeon in a banding trap 
operated on Lake Merritt. Probably it was the same bird noted in several previous 
years but it had never before entered the trap. Who among bird students would not 
like to know something of the journeying of the Old World straggler in the intervals 
between its appearances in its California winter home?
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Lake Merritt Wild Duck Refuge is encircled by a paved sidewalk. Beginning at the inter­ 
section of Lake Shore Avenue and 12th Street, proceed northwest approximately 800', 
thence, in a curving northerly fashion along the sidewalk for approximately 4000'; 
thence, continuing on the sidewalk in a southerly direction approximately 2200'; 
thence, northeasterly for approximately 3000-; thence, southwesterly along the 
sidewalk 4500' to the point of origin.
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Landmark consists of the lake only. The paved sidewalk is the most 
appropriate and pronounced boundary for this landmark.


