
FORiM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108 

PHOTO (3x3" or 3x5", black 5 white) 
Staple to l e f t side of form 
Photo number 

See attached two photographs 

SKETCH MAP 
Draw map showing p rope r ty ' s 
l o c a t i o n i n r e l a t i o n to nearest 
cross s t ree t s and other b u i l d i n g s 
or geographical f ea tu res . 
Ind ica te n o r t h . 

UTM: 19 /349400/4726650 ( I p s w i c h . MA) 
1:25000 

yf^ 

Recorded by Margaret Welden 

Organization ipswich Historical Coinmission 

Date August, 1978. Amended by Paul J. 

McGinley, February, 1981. 

A ^ 
' town Ipswich 

^ t ^ ^ <A-"^\ 

Area Form no. i 
28 j 

Address So«*h Main Str»e%-

H i s t o r i c Name Caldwell Block fi^g>, 7^, 

Use: O r i g i n a l commercial 

Present commercial 

Ownership:CS Pr ivate i n d i v i d u a l 
P r iva te organiza t ion 

Public 

O r i g i n a l owner cr̂ ^ . T.ni-h,:̂ >- r^ iHw^n 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date 1870 

Source Bowen, Tales of Olde Ipsv/ich, v . I 

S tyle I t a l i a n a t e 

A r c h i t e c t -Unknown 

E x t e r i o r w a l l f a b r i c flushboarding and -
clapboard (asbestgs s iding removed  

Outbui ldings None 5/85) 

Major a l t e r a t i o n s (wi th dates)_ 

20th c. s to re f ron t s 

Moved no Date 

ADr)rox. acreage less than one acre 

Setting Commercial d i s t r i c t facing Tora 

Square. Adjacent to Choate Bridge at 

prominent corner location of commercial 

d i s t r i c t . 
Assessor's Data: see attached map. 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important a r c h i t e c t u r a l features and 
evaluate i n terms of other buildings w i t h i n cominunity) 

This i s the e a r l i e s t commercial building i n Ipswich designed as a commercial structure 
and continuously maintained for commercial and o f f i c e uses. I t retains many of the fine 
I t a l i a n a t e features of the o r i g i n a l design. Among these are label moldings, paired 
round-headed windows i n the three center bays, and an elaborate cornice with paired 
brackets between the bays. The facade and side elevations were faced with flush boarding 
treated to look l i k e cut stone, while the rear elevation was faced with clapboard. 
These o r i g i n a l materials are most l i k e l y i n t a c t beneath the l a t e r asbestos siding. 
The storefronts were contained by a d e n t i l l e d cornice and consisted of elaborate cast-
iron frames, arched l i g h t s and recessed entrances. The storefronts have been greatly 
altered. The building's prominent size, bold massing and elaborate d e t a i l are noteworthy. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (eaplain the r o l e owners played i n l o c a l or state h i s t o r y 

and how the b u i l d i n g r e l a t e s to the development of the community) 

The property has a long and s i g n i f i c a n t h i s t o r y i n the commercial development of Ipswich 
due to i t s strategic location adjacent to the major crossing of the Ipswich River at the 
Choate Bridge. As the oldest stone-arch bridge i n North America, the crossing became an 
early center for commercial a c t i v i t y i n the town. 

The Caldwell Block stands on the s i t e of the former Massachusetts Woolen Manufactory, 
constructed by Dr. John Manning i n 1794. The property was sold to Stephen Coburn i n 1847 
and housed the post o f f i c e and other shops. The b u i l d i n g was destroyed by f i r e , and i n 
1859 the l o t was sold to Col. Luther Caldwell and his wife, Almira F l i n t Caldwell. Col. 
Caldwell erected the present b u i l d i n g i n 1870 and named i t the "Caldwell Block." 

Col. Luther Caldwell was born i n Ipswich on September 17, 1822, died i n 1903 and was 
buried i n the High Street Cemetery. He was Clerk of the New York Assembly i n 1867 and. 
Mayor of Elmira, New York i n 187 3-74. He was editor and proprietor of the Elmira Daily 
Advertiser from 1864-70. He was an o f f i c e r i n the C i v i l War and a member of the conven­
t i o n that named Abraham Lincoln for President i n 1860. He was secretary of the convention 
that named General Grant for President i n 1868. He served as Chief of the Bond Division 
of the U.S. Post Office during the term of President Harrison, 1889-93, and authored the 
Anne Bradstreet Book, which was published i n 1898. 

The ground f l o o r of the Caldwell Block has always contained commercial shops. O r i g i n a l l y , 
these included the drug store of Eben R. Smith, J. E. Perkins' boot and shoe shop, and 
the watch-repair shop of John Whippage. The second f l o o r housed^offices. From 1961-74 
John Updike, one of America's foremost contemporary w r i t e r s , occupied o f f i c e space i n 
the bu i l d i n g . During t h i s time he wrote almost a l l h i s major works i n the b u i l d i n g . The 
t h i r d f l o o r was constructed with a large meeting h a l l and banquet room to accommodate the 
Grand Army of the C i v i l War, which was located here u n t i l the Memorial Building was b u i l t . 

BIBLIOGRA.PHY and/or REFERENCES 

Harold Bowen, Tales of Olde Ipswich, v o l . I I I . 
Ipswich Subscribers Business Directory Map, 1872. 
T- F. Waters, Ipswich i n the Mass. Bay Colony, v o l . I , p. 331. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CO^SSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Ccmmunity: 
Ipswich 

Form No: 
28 

Property Name: Caldwell Block 

Indicate each item on inventoiy foim which is being continued below. 

The Caldwell Block possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, 
and workmanship. I t meets criterion A as the prime example of Ipswich's commercial 
development and criterion C as a good representation of the commercial Italianate 
style. 

Ipswich's commercial center, although previously surveyed and included in the 1980 
Multiple Resource Area: Historic Resources of the Central Village, Ipswich, Mass., 
was not evaluated for i t s National Register potential. A further investigation 
in 1981 by the Ipswich Historical Commission and Historic Ipswich, Inc. identified 
several blocks which may meet the National Register criteria. The Caldwell Block 
is the oldest, the most prominently sited and one of the most intact. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



Section 1 0 — C o n t i n u a t i o n Form—Page 1 - ' 

Verbal Boundary Desc r i p t i o n 

The Cutural Resource Survey Area i s i d e n t i c a l to the t a r g e t area f o r the Town 

of Ipswich's Housing R e h a b i l i t a t i o n / H i s t o r i c Preservation Program, conducted 

wi t h HUD Small C i t i e s Program funds i n 1977 and 1978, The area includes the 

densely s e t t l e d , c e n t r a l p o r t i o n of Ipswich, and contains about 2 square miles. 

As drawn f o r the Housing Rehab. Program, the area's boundaries roughly resemble 

a home p l a t e . The northernmost corner of the area i s at a point on the Boston 

and Maine Railroad l i n e , j u s t northwest of the end of Lucust Rd. 

The boundary runs 7500' east from t h a t s t a r t i n g p o i n t , t o a point about 500' 

northeast of the end of Arrowhead St, o f f Newmarch St. From tha t point the 

boundary runs south 5625' to a point on Old England Rd. about 1250' southeast 

of the i n t e r s e c t i o n of t h a t road and Rocky H i l l Rd, 

From t h a t point on Old England Rd, the boundary runs southwest t o a point 

on Essex Rd, (Rt, 133) east of Cable Hospital (400' southeast from the i n t e r ­

section of Essex Rd, - Rt, 133 and County Rd, - Rt. l A ) , From tha t point the 

boundary runs west 1750' to a p o i n t on the north bank of the Ipswich River, 

opposite Beechwood St, 

From the River the boundary runs northwest 6750' t o Linebrook Rd,, at a p o i n t 

midway between Kimball Ave, and School St,, thence northeast 3625' to the s t a r t ­

ing p o i n t . 



NPS Form 10-900 a 
(3-82) 

Uni ted Sta tes Depar tment of the Inter ior ^ 
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number 
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Page 
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NATIONAL R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 

%tmHm4 StatM 
National Parte Mmrhc* 

Caldwell Block. (Centra l Village, Ipswich, 
Massachusetts MRA) 
Essex County 
M ASSA C H USKTTb 

r«Bubmls«ion 
nomination by porson or ioc«l gov«rnmant 
ownor objoction 
appoat 

Substantivo Roviaw: sampla roquest 
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continuation sheet 
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1. Name 

2 . Loca t ion 

3. C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4 . O w n e r of Property 

5. Loca t ion of Lega l Pescr ip t ion 

6. Representa t ion in Ex is t ing S u r v e y s 

7. Pescr ip t ion 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
altera tions/integrity 
dates 
boundary selection 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c lar i ty 
appl icable c r i t e r i a 
j us t i f i ca t i on of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relat ionship of in tegr i ty 

to signif icance 
j us t i f i ca t i on of except ion 
other 

9 . IWajor B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . G e o g r a p h i c a l D a t a 

*aaarm»l 

11 . F o r m P r e p a r e d By 

12 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Of f icer C e r t i f i c a t i o n 
Th* analuataa mnnicanM at mm pmxny MM m. MM ia: 

I HKterte Piaaai miuii Owict t.gnaiun 

1 3 . O t h e r 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Quest ions concerning th is nominat ion may be directed to 

Signed Date Phone: 202 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any i tem may be c o n t i n u e d on an a t tached sheet 
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HISTORIC IPSWICH, INC. 
PO Box 392 

Ipswich, MA 01938-0492 

r '— 
^\yA •yj 

February 23, 1983 /, 

Ms. Candy Jenkins 
National Registry Editor 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, MA 02105 

Re: Caldwell Block 
Ipswich, MA 

Dear Ms. Jenkins: 

Historic Ipswich, Inc. wishes to reconfirm our ownership of The Caldwell Block 
i n Market Square i n Ipswich, and to urge the approval of this property for the 
National Register of Historic Properties. 

In a recent discussion with Paul McGinley, he indicated that The Caldwell Block 
would appear on the May agenda of the H i s t o r i c a l Commission. I f any questions 
or information i s needed, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Very t r u l y yours, 

James M. Barney 
President 

Historic Ipswich, Inc. 

JMB/mjw 



PMC REALTY TRUST 
239 WESTERN AVENUE ESSEX. MASSACHUSETTS 01 929 TEL: 617-468-4511 

May 1 1 , 1983 

RECEi v " ) 

MAY 1 6 ]%2 

MASS. HIAT. COivi/^. 

Ms. Candy Jenkins 
National Register Editor 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, MA 0 2108 

RE: Caldwell Block 
Ipswich, MA 

Dear Ms. Jenkins: 

Confirming our recent telephone conversation, PMC Realty Trust of 
Essex, MA, John T. Coughlin, P r i n c i p a l , has purchased the "Caldwell 
Block" building from H i s t o r i c Ipswich, Inc. PMC supports i t s 
nomination to the National reg i s t e r . Enclosed are copies of Historic 
Ipswich Inc.'s nomination materials. 

Please contact me i f you need any further information. 

Very t r u l y yours, 

PMC REALTY TRUST 

•A A ' , / 

JOHN T. COUGHLIN ^ y 
TRUSTEE 

JTC/bk 
.y 4" 

End. 



i i i i i i m f I 
MASSACHUSETTS 

HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
Office of the Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 
02108 
617-727-8470 

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 
Secretary of State 

May 25, 1983 

Ms. Caro l S h u l 1 , C h i e f 
N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r o f H i s t o r i c P laces 
N a t i o n a l Park S e r v i c e 
Depar tment o f t h e I n t e r i o r 
l8th and C. Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enc losed y o u w i 1 1 f i n d t h e f o l l o w i n g n o m i n a t i o n f o r m s : 

Bos ton - Sarah J . Baker School ( l o c a l ) 
Bos ton - Newspaper Row ( l o c a l ) 
I p s w i c h - C a l d w e l l B l o c k ( l o c a l ) 

a d d i t i o n t o C e n t r a l I psw i ch MRA 
New B e d f o r d - T i m e s - 0 1 y m p i a B u i l d i n g ( l o c a l ) 
W e s t f i e l d - S t a t e Normal T r a i n i n g Schoo l ( s t a t e ) 

A l l have been v o t e d e l i g i b l e by t h e S t a t e Review B o a r d and have been s i g n e d 
by t he S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r . Owners we re n o t i f i e d o f pend ing 
S t a t e Review Board c o n s i d e r a t i o n 30-75 days b e f o r e t h e m e e t i n g and were 
a f f o r d e d t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o comment. Comments r e c e i v e d t o d a t e a r e a t t a c h e d 
t o t he n o m i n a t i o n f o r m s . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

Candace Jeinklrfs 
D i r e c t o r , N^geerva t i on P l a n n i n g 

C J / l k 




