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B can

'town Ipswich

Address So«*h Main Str»e%-

Historic Name Caldwell Block firg>, 77,
Use: Original commercial
Present commercial

Ownership:CS Private individual
Private organization

Public
Original owner o™ . Thnh’”> r*iHw”n
DESCRIPTION:
Date 1870

Source Bowen, Tales of Olde Ipsv/ich, v.lI

Style Italianate

Architect -Unknown

Exterior wall fabric flushboarding and -
clapboard (asbestgs siding removed
Outbuildings None 5/85)

Major alterations (with dates)

20th c. storefronts

Moved no Date

ADr)rox. acreage |ess than one acre

Setting Commercial district facing Tora

Square. Adjacent t o Choate Bridgeat
prom nent corner location of comercial

district.
see attached nap.
sheets here)



ARCH TECTURAL SI GNIFI CANCE  (describe important architectural features and
evaluate in ternms of other buildings within comnunity)

This is the earliest commercial building in Ipswich designed as a conmercial structure
and continuously maintained for commercial and office uses. | tretains nmany of the fine
Italianate features of the original design. Among these are |abel moldings, paired
round- headed wi ndows in the three center bays, and an el aborate cornice with paired
brackets between the bays. The facade and side elevations were faced with flush boarding
treated to look like cut stone, while the rear elevation was faced with clapboard.
These original materials are nost likely intact beneath the later ashestos siding.
The storefronts were contained by a dentilled cornice and consisted of elaborate cast-
iron frames, arched |ights and recessed entrances. The storefronts have been greatly
altered. The building' s promnent size, bold massing and el aborate detail are noteworthy.
H STORI CAL SI GNIFI CANCE (eaplain the role owners played in local or state history

and how the building relates to the devel opment of the community)

The property has a long and significant history in the comrercial devel opment of Ipswich
due to itsstrategic location adjacent to the major crossing of the Ipswich River at the
Choate Bridge. As the oldest stone-arch bridge in North America, the crossing becane an
early center for comrercial activity in the town.

The Caldwell Block stands on the site of the former Massachusetts Wbol en Manufactory,
constructed by Dr. John Manning in 1794. The property was sold to Stephen Coburn in 1847
and housed the post office and other shops. The building was destroyed by fire, and in
1859 the | ot was sold to Col. Luther Caldwell and his wife, Almra Flint Caldwell. Col.
Cal dwel | erected the present building in 1870 and named i tthe "Caldwell Block."

Col . Luther Caldwell was born in Ipswich on Septenmber 17, 1822, died in 1903 and was
buried in the High Street Cemetery. H was Clerk of the New York Assenmbly in 1867 and.
Mayor of Elmra, New York in 187 3-74. H was editor and proprietor of the Elmra Daily
Advertiser from 1864-70. H was an officer inthe Civil Wr and a menber of the conven-
tion that named Abraham Lincoln for President in 180. H was secretary of the convention
that named General Grant for President in 1868. H served as Chief of the Bond Division
of the US Post Office during the term of President Harrison, 1889-93, and authored the
Anne Bradstreet Book, which was published in 1898.

The ground floor of the Caldwell Block has always contained comrercial shops. Originally,
these included the drug store of Eben R Smith, J. E Perkins' boot and shoe shop, and
the watch-repair shop of John VWi ppage. The second floor housed®offices. From 1961-74
John Updi ke, one of Anmerica's foremst contenporary writers, occupied office space in

the building. During this time he wote almost allhis major works in the building. The
third floor was constructed with a large meeting hall and banquet roomto accommodate the
Gand Arny of the Civil Wr, which was |ocated here until the Memorial Buildingws built.

Bl BLI G3RA PHY and/ or REFEREINCES
Harol d Bowen, Tales of Ode Ipswich, vol. III.

I pswi ch Subscribers Business Directory Mp, 1872
T F Waters, Ipswich in the Mass. Bay Colony, vol. I, p. 331
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I NVENTGRY FORM GONTI NUATI ON SHEET Community: Fom No

MSSACHUEETTS H STAR CAL COMSSI ON Ipswich B
Ofice of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name Cadwell Block
I ndicate each itemon inventoiy foimwhich is being continued bel ow

The Cal dwel | Block possesses integrityof location, design, setting, mterials,
and worknanship. |t neets criterionA as the prine exanple of [pswich's comrercial
devel opnent and criterionCas a good representationof the comrercial Italianate

style.

| pswi ch's commercial center, although previously surveyed and included inthe 1980
Miltiple Resource Area: Historic Resources of the Central Villaﬂe, | pswi ch, Mass.,
was not evaluated for its National Register potential. A further investigation
in 1981 bY the Ipswich Historical Conrmssion and Historic Ipswch, Inc. identified
several blocks which nay neet the National Register criteria. The Caldwell B ock
is the ol dest, the nost promnently sited and one of the nost intact.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



Section 10—Continuation FormPage 1 -

Verbal Boundary Description

The Cutural Resource Survey Area is identical to the target area for the Town
of Ipswich's Housing Rehabilitation/Historic PreservationProgram conducted
with HD Small Cities Program funds in 1977 and 1978, The area includes the
densely settled, central portion of Ipswich, and contains about 2 square miles.

As drawn for the Housing Rehab. Program the area's boundaries roughly resemble
a home plate. The northernmost corner of the area is at a point on the Boston
and Maine Railroad line, just northwest of the end of Lucust Rd.

The boundary runs 7500' east from that starting point, to a point about 500
northeast of the end of Arrowhead St, of f Newrarch St. From that point the
boundary runs south 5625' to a point on Od England Rd. about 1250' southeast
of the intersection of that road and Rocky Hill Rd,

From that point on Od England Rd, the boundary runs southwest to a point

on Essex Rd, (Rt, 133) east of Cable Hospital (400" southeast fromthe inter-
section of Essex Rd, - Rt, 133 and County Rd, - Rt. | A), From that point the
boundary runs west 1750' to a point on the north bank of the IpswichRiver,
opposite Beechwood St,

Fromthe River the boundary runs northwest 6750 to Linebrook Rd,, at a point
m dway between Ki mball Ave, and School St,, thence northeast 3625 to the start-
ing point.



NPS Form 10-900 a
(3-82)

United States Department of the Interior *
National Park Service ForNPSaw»«nty

National Register off Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet Item number Page

Multiple Resource Area dnr-11
Thematic Group

Name  cp.ntral Villagp., Tp.qwirh, Massachusetts MRA)

State M assarhiiRPt-fs
Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature
1- Caldwell Block J An the Keeper AAA-N--AA[yjryrr A V2N
Attest
2 K eeper
Attest
3 Keeper
Attest
4 Keeper
Attest
K eeper
Attest
6 Keeper
Attest
1. Keegper
Attest
8. Keeper
Attest
9. Keeper
Attest
10. Keegper

Attest



NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES fVALUATION / RETURN SHE

%tmHmM4 StatM
National Parte Mmrhc*

Caldwell Block. (Central Village, Ipswich,
M assachusetts MRA)

Essex County

MASSA CHUSKTTDb

Working N4. 8 183
Fod. Rag, n'sta- yi-Y'/":
Data Du~f 71?0rj -

Action: LAArrpPT 7/7A >
r«Bubmls«ion RETURN.
nomination by porson or ioc«l gov«rnmant “hin the REJECT.
ownor  objoction A RIfIt«dancy:
appoat

Substantivo Roviaw: sampla roguest appeal NR decision

Roviawar's commants:

Racom./Criteria
Reviewer
Discipline
Data
continuation sheet

Nomination raturnad for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed balow

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Pescription

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

7. Pescription

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

altera tions/integrity
dates

boundary selection



8. Significance

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas

checked
relating significance

the resource
context
relationship of

to significance
justification of
other

to

integrity

exception

9. IWajor Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

*aaarm»|

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
Th* analuataa mnnicanM at mm pmxny MM m. MM ia:
| HKterte Piaaai miuii Owict  t.gnaiun
13. Other
Maps
Photographs
Other
Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed

Comments for any

item may be continued on an

Date

attached

Phone:

sheet

202

272 - 3504
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HSTCRC IPSWCOH INC
PO Box 392
I pswich, M 01938-0492

MyA 'yj

February 23, 1983 /,

M. Candy Jenkins

National Registry Editor
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
294 Washi ngton Street

Boston, M\ 02105

Re: Cal dwel | Bl ock
[ pswich, M

Dear M. Jenkins:

Historic lpswich, Inc. wishes to reconfirmour ownership of The Caldwell Block
in Market Square in Ipswich, and to urge the approval of this property for the
National Register of Historic Properties.

In a recent discussion with Paul McG nley, he indicated that The Caldwell Block
woul d appear on the My agenda of the Historical Commission. | f any questions
or informationis needed, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Very truly yours,

James M Barney
Presi dent

Historic Ipswich, Inc.

JMB mw



PMC REALTY TRUST

239 WESTERN AVENUE ESSEX. MASSACHUSETTS 01929 TEL: 617-468-4511

RECEi v ")

MAY 16 %2
May 11, 1983
MASS. HIAT. COivi/".

M. Candy Jenkins

National Register Editor
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
294 Washi ngton Street

Boston, M\ 02108

Re Caldwell Block
| pswich, NA

Dear M. Jenkins:

Confirmng our recent telephone conversation, PMC Realty Trust of
Essex, M\ John T. Coughlin, Principal, has purchased the "Cal dwell
Block" building from Historic Ipswich, Inc. BMC supportsits

nomnation t otheNational register. Enclosed are copies of Historic
| pswich Inc.'s nomnation materials.

Pl ease contact ne i f youneed any further information.
Very truly vyours,

MC REALTY TRGT

‘A A oo

JONT. GAGLIN 7y
TRUSTEE

JTC bk
y 4"
End.



MASSACHUSETTS
HISTORICAL
COMMISSION

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

Office of the Secretary of State

294 Washington Street
Boston, Massachusetts
02108

617-727-8470

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
Secretary of State

May 25, 1983
Ms. Carol Shull, Chief
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service
Department of the Interior
|8th and C Street, NW
Washi ngton, DC 20240
Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed you will find the following nomination forms:
Boston - Sarah J. Baker School (local)
Boston - Newspaper Row (local)
Ipswich - Caldwell Block (local)
addition to Central Ipswich MRA
New Bedford - Times-Olympia Building (local)
Westfield - State Normal Training School (state)

All have been voted eligible by
by the State Historic
State Review Board consideration
the opportunity
forms.

afforded
to the nomination

Sincerely,

Candace Jeinklrfs
Director,

CJ/lk

Preservation Officer.

N~geervat ion

the State Review Board and have been
Owners were notified of pending
30-75 days before the meeting and were

to comment. Comments received to date are attached

signed

Planning






