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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See
instructions in How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register
Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking “x” in the appropriate box or by entering the information
requested. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter “N/A” for “not applicable.”
For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and
subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS
Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.
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other names/site number Willo Historic District (Boundary Increase) (Additional Documentation)

2. Location

street & number ntral Ave. to 7th Ave.; well to Thomas Rds. not for publication

city or town Phoenix vicinity

state __Arizona code_AZ _ county _Maricopa code 013 Zip code __85003
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As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify
that this ___ ¥ _ nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the

National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant nationally
statewide locally. ( ee continuation sheet for additional comments.)
Bz W Sl /2341,
Signature " of certly\f*{\g official Date
AR [Z32/ 4~ SHLL- Vi 424
State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. ( See

continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau



4. National Park Service Certification
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I, hereby certify that this property is:

%entered in the National Register Q e /o //5‘/9.7.
____ See continuation sheet. /7

____ determined eligible for the

National Register

____ See continuation sheet.
determined not eligible for the
National Register

removed from the National Register

other (explain):

_,4_§ignature of Keeper Date of Action
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_X__ private

public-local w!
public-State

public-Federal

Category of Property (Check only one box)
building(s)
X _ district
site
___ structure
object

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing - Noncontributing
861 41 buildings
‘ sites

structures
objects
861 41 _ Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register _719

Name of related muitiple property listing (Enter “N/A” if property is not part of a multiple property
listing.) '

Archi entral Phoenix, 1912-1950
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Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat Nomaestic Sub:  Sinale NDwellina



Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat.___Domestic Sub:___Single Dwelling
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Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)
Monterey, French Provincial, Ranch

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)
foundation Concrete
roof
walls Brick

other

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more
continuation sheets.)
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Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark “x” in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the
property for National Register listing)

A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history.

_____B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.
_____ C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
_ construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or
represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction.
— D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history.
Criteria Considerations (Mark “X” in aill the boxes that apply.)
A. owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.
B. removed from its original location.
C. a birthplace or a grave.
D. a cemetery.
E. a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

F. a commemorative property.

G. less than 50 vears of age or achieved significance within the past 50 vears.



Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)

Period of Significance _ 1910-1950

Significant Dates

Significant Person (Complete only if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more
continuation sheets.)
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9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more
continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS) :

—___ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested.
_X__ previously listed in the National Register

____ previously determined eligible by the National Register

____designated a National Historic Landmark

____ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
____ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary Location of Additional Data:

_X__ State Historic Preservation Office

Other State agency

Federal agency

Local government -
University
Other

Name of repository:
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Acreage of Property __ approximately 32.1 acres

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
1 3

4

X__ See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

- — e w m e Tme Me e A e Gt bt S Eae M G e Mm e Gt S M TEn S M e S Smn S G SEr Smw SEv M Gwe M Mt et M S e Gmm G G M M S e e e A S S Eee e s —— -
- 3t 3 1t i 2ttt -t ittt i i1ttt 2t ikt 2ttt

name/title Mary Johnson

organization date__8/21/96
street & number 512 W. Cambridge Ave. telephone
city or town Phoenix__ state__AZ zip code __85003
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Additional Documentation
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Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)
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(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
name

street & number : telephone

city or town state zZip code




NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section __7 Page 1 Amendment to the Willo Historic District
name of property
_Maricopa, AZ
county and State
istoric Resi ial ivisions and Archi

in_Central Phoenix, 1912-1950
name of multiple propenty listing

PART 7 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

AMENDMENT TO THE WILLO HISTORIC DISTRICT

Summary

This amendment to the Willo Historic District National Register registration form is for a
boundary increase to include 94 homes built before 1950 of 117 additional potential resources,
and also change 48 of 66 resources within the existing district from non-contributing to
contributing based on the same criteria. The boundary increase takes in two areas, the larger
taking in the 300 and 500 blocks of West Edgemont, Windsor, and Cambridge Avenues, and the
smaller approximately half of the 500 block of West Encanto Blvd. Both the expansion areas
and the change in status of properties within the existing boundary reflect the same context of
historic residential development. Combined, the expansion and the reclassification fill out the
complete Willo neighborhood to its historic limit. This amendment is based on the “Historic
Residential Subdivision and Architecture in Central Phoenix, 1912-1950” Multiple Property
Documentation Form written by the City of Phoenix in 1994. The Willo Historic District
nomination was originally listed in the National Register on January 9, 1991.

i i | ign_Inspi he F { Housing Pr f the Depression Er
1935 to 1950

The Willo Historic District is laid out longitudinally with four major streets: Central, 3rd,
5th, and 7th Avenues, running north and south. These blocks are intersected midpoint by
Encanto Avenue. This is basically a rectilinear street layout. The lots are oriented north to
south. Al streets have sidewalks and tree lawns. Street trees lost over time have recently been
replanted as part of the Phoenix Tree program. The amendment contains almost exclusively
small, one-story single-family dwellings. '

The minimum materials and construction standards required by the FHA for insured mortgages
for new construction played an important role in how homes were designed and built. In
addition, the Federal Housing Administration (FHA) openly supported uniformity in style for
new subdivisions in order to enhance future property values. Local builders and developers also
saw advantages to simple choices in the range of house plans and styles as a means to built large
scale housing projects more economically. By 1942, much of the moderate size new house
construction in Phoenix was being undertaken by builders who were developing small
subdivisions with a limited palate of materials, house plans and stylistic choices.
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The Monterey style house of the 1930s was the precursor to the modern Ranch Style house and
finds its roots in the “California Ranch” residences. Locally the style was a simplified version
of the Eclectic Monterey Style house seen throughout northern California. In more standardized
variations of Phoenix, the style is recognized by its single-story facade presented to the street
as a long mass covered with a gabled roof with exposed rafters and often terminated at one end
with a cross gabled ell. A veranda supported by plain or turned wood posts was usually recessed
under the principal roof and extended the length of the facade. The walls of the Monterey Style
home were almost always constructed of brick, painted white. Brickwork typically included a
wainscot or skirt below the window sills laid in tapestry bond, while the upper walls were laid
in Flemish row lock. Doors were offset toward the ell and almost all were paneled or battened.
Several example of this architecture can be found in the Willo amendment to the Historic
District on Cambridge Avenue.

Windows were steel casement discreetly located along the wall. A focal window was often
included in the design with fixed side and top lights around a simple two leaf casement window.
Influence of the modern movement is seen frequently in the use of corner windows. Most
~ windows were decorated with wood shutters. Shutter design was a common method of achieving
the image of southwestern regionalism that the style sought to achieve. Batten shutters with
“Z"” cross-bracing were common.

Houses designed in what was termed the “French Provincial Style” were based loosely on the
French Eclectic house designs of the 1920s. The house form, as well as the detailing of this
style were much more subtle and reserved than its more picturesque predecessor. Using many
of the same floor plans and shapes as the Monterey Style house, the French Provincial example
were almost always covered with hipped roofs. The eaves were commonly detailed with cornice
molding at the roof-wall junction and had little, if any, overhang. Doorways were often offset,
facing at right angles to the street. Porches used in the French Provincial Style were limited to
overhangs or canopies, or were small attached roofs near the intersection of the house’s two
main wings. More formal variations of the style presented a symmetrical, or nearly so, facade
with a central entrance. '
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PART 8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Summary

This statement of sigrificance expands on the context of historic residential development in
Phoenix, Arizona and the Willo neighborhood in particular as related in the original Willo
Historic District documentation. The additional context relates primarily to the renewed
building boom of the late 1930s through the 1940s spurred by new federal housing programs
and renewed prosperity. This period of development is reflected physically in the infill of
previously empty lots within the existing Willo Historic District boundary and by the two
expansion areas now being amended to the the district.

The National Housing Act, the FHA and the VA Bill of Rights

An important concept that emerged from the FHA program involved promoting uniformity in
neighborhood design and residential styles. The belief was that uniformity would stabilize real
estate values in the future. The concept was a dramatic departure from the manner in which
subdivisions were developed in Phoenix during the boom years of the 1920s. It also had a
significant effect on the character of new residential areas and set the precedent for how
subdivisions would be designed, marketed, and built for the next four decades. The concept was
that of uniform streetscapes. A sense of continuity in design related directly to the ability to
successfully market new subdivisions, infill development in older subdivisions, and protect
real estate values in the long term.

The principal developer of the properties in Loma Vista development that typifies builders that
are included in this time period was John Harris Lester, one of the prolific local builders
during the 1930s and 1940s. Lester came to Phoenix in 1919. He obtained his real estate
license in 1930 and in the early 1930s, he sold homes that were built by the P.W. Womack
Construction Company. Lester obtained a contractor’s license in the mid-1930s and began
building homes, doing business as the John H. Lester Construction Company. The company built
entire blocks of homes on Cambridge, as well as, Virginia and Wilshire Avenues in the Willo
neighborhood. The firm was one of the first to build FHA-approved houses in Phoenix.

Due to the restrictions on building, at the end of the war, Phoenix and communities across the
nation faced a housing shortage. The shortage was exacerbated locally by the fact that many of
the air base personnel and servicemen returned to Phoenix as both Luke and Williams Air Force
Bases remained operational. The population grew as other military personnel, who trained or ..
worked in the area, decided to relocate to the Valley when they returned to civilian life. The
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passage of the “G.l.” Bill of Rights in 1944 would play an important role in addressing the
housing shortage faced by veterans. The original G.I. bill provided a guarantee of up to 50% of
the loan cost. That enabled World War |l veterans to buy homes with no down payments. With
the acceptance of the guarantees by the private lending institutions, Congress increased the
guarantee to $4,000 and expanded its operation through the Veterans’ Administration (VA). The
amount of money made available through the VA was more than sufficient to finance sonstruction
of a home in almost any Phoenix neighborhood. As a consequence, home construction in Phoenix
soared in the five years following the war. This is shown in that of the 88 homes under
consideration were located in the Loma Vista and Lou Mar subdivisions, 78 were built between
1945 and 1950, ten were built between 1940 and 1944. Specific examples of this influence
can be found throughout the early subdivisions. For example, in Willo, the effect was nearly
identical to the boost provided by the FHA programs ten years earlier.

The building boom associated with the post-war prosperity and population growth continued
until the end of the 1940s. For the most part, the building activity included infill construction
in the established residential subdivisions. Reflective of the changes in the popularity of
architectural style and practices promoted by the FHA, infill building was primarily ranch
houses and the more standardized building forms which were being built on the subdivisions at
the community’s fringe. This is illustrated in the 49 of 67 resources within the existing
district that were built post-war.

The properties in the amended are, built 1941-1950, indicate how FHA standards of
consistency and design persisted. The standardized ranch home that emerged from the FHA
program was constructed form the 1940s well into the 1950s in Phoenix. This amendment
recognizes the latter phase of that period.
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WILLO HISTORIC DISTRICT

Homes originally non-contributing changing to contributing

Address Year

W. Edgemont } -
66 : 1946
58 1946
37 1946

W. Windsor
76 1946
70 1946
50 1946
26 1946
107 1946

W. Cambridge
78 1946
48 1946
30 1946
79 1946
83 1946

W. Virginia
502 1942-43
344 1942-43
320 1942
306 1942-46
302 1942-46
79 1946
41 1946

W. Wilshire

48 1946
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Address Year
W. Lewis
88 1946
60 prei930
56 prei1930
32 pre1930 .
W. Vernon
538 ' 1942
534 1942
58 1946
42 1946
69 1946
541 1938
W. Monte Vista
334 1946
W. Holly
522 1946
99 1946
517 1946
533 1946
W. Palm
334 1946
330 1946
312 1946
306 1946
302 1946
321 1938-45
W. Granada
301 1933-42
W. Almeria
314 1946

333 1946
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Address ear
2231 N. 3rd Ave 1946
W. Cypress
513 1935-46

Dates provided by the original survey forms

Contributing properties in the iarger expansion area of West Edgemont, Windsor, and
Cambridge Avenues.

Address Year

W. Edgemont
301 1945
311 1950
312 1948
315 1945
321 1948
322 1935
325 1950
326 1949
331 1948
332 1949 . -
335 1947
336 1950
341 1946
342 1950
345 1949
501 1949
505 1949
521 1949
525 1949
531 1948

535 1950
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Address Year

W. Windsor
301 1950
302 1948
306 . 1948 %
311 1945
314 1948
315 . 1950
318 1948
322 1947
325 1949
331 1949
332 1949
336 1949
341 1950
342 1950
345 1950

W. Windor
505 1950
506 1950
512 1950
515 : 1950
516 - 1948
521 1950
522 1950
526 1947
535 1948
536 _ 1948
541 1948
545 1948

548 1950
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Address Year

W. Cambridge
301 1945
302 1947
305 1948
306 1947 ‘
311 1945 -
312 1948
315 ’ 1948
316 1947
321 1948
325 1948
326 1947
331 1945
332 1949
336 1947
341 1942
342 1947
345 1945
346 1947
501 1942
502 1948
506 1948
509 1942
512 1946
515 1942

W. Cambridge ‘

- 516 1945
521 1942
522 1943
525 1942
526 1847
529 1945
532 1947
535 1948
536 1945

541 1948
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Address ear
542 1947
545 1942
549 1945
550 1945

2701 N. 5th Avenue 1946

Contributing properties within the smaller expansion area of West Encanto Bivd.

W. Encanto Bivd.

552 1948
546 1944
542 1950
536 1941
532 1940
526 1945

Dates provided by Dataquick CD-ROM located at Phoenix Public Library. This is a real estate
information product for Maricopa County including owner name(s), reported cash value,
number of rooms, and more. |t is updated monthly.
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EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTION: RiM&WAI, Aoomopq(/ D,wwuﬁxtiov\,

PROPERTY Willo Historic District (Boundary Increase)
NAME : ‘

MULTIPLE Residential Subdivisions and Architecture in Phoenix MPS
NAME :
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REFERENCE NUMBER: 96001497
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REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N

COMMENT WAIVER: N
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TELEPHONE DATE

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N



NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 10-90)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
REGISTRATION FORM

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in
How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete
each item by marking “x” in the appropriate box or by entering the information requested. If any item does not apply to the
property being documented, enter “N/A” for “not applicable.” For functions, architectural classification, materials, and
areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative
items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property

historic name ___Correction to the Willo Historic District

other names/site number 511 W. Windsor Avenue

2. Location

street & number not for publication _

city or town Phoenix vicinity _

state Arizona code _AZ county __ Maricopa code 013 zip code 85007

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, ! hereby certify that this _ X

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
in my opinion, the property __X __ meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this
property be considered significant nationally
statewide _ X __locally. ( See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
2t g, Loy S LD ek 3 2903
Signature of certifying official " Date © 7 .

//; Z o149 fﬁ?ﬁ /?//é:r

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. ( See continuation
sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

CONTINUATION SHEET

Section Correction Page __ 1 511 W. Windwor Avenue
name of property
Maricopa, AZ

county and State
Willo Historic District
name of multiple property listing

Correction to the Willo Historic District, listed on the National Register of Historic Places on January 9, 1991,
and amended on October 15, 1997.

CONTRIBUTING PROPERTY
ADDRESS: 511 W. Windsor Avenue

This property is not referenced as either a contributor or non-contributor to the Willo Historic district,
Phoenix, Maricopa County, Arizona.

This house was outside the boundary of the original 1991 boundary of the Willo Historic District. It is located
within the expanded 1997 boundary. According to records of the Maricopa County Assessors Office, the
property was constructed in 1950, which is the same year as several other buildings on the street. lIts style,
method of construction, and building materials match what was constructed elsewhere on the street. The
building falis within the period of significance, as defined in the 1997 amendment. A field survey by Arizona
State Historic Preservation Office staff confirmed that the building retains a high degree of integrity.

The Arizona SHPO requests the Keeper to add the property listed above to the “contributor” list in the
nomination, as it does, in fact, contribute to the historic fabric of the Willo Historic District.



NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 10-90)

United States Department of the Interior A
National Park Service UG -~ 22 005

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
REGISTRATION FORM

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the
National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulietin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box
or by entering the information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable."” For
functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place
additional entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all
items.

1. Name of Property

historic name Correction to the Willo Historic District

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 322 W. Cambridge
city or town Phoenix

state  Arizona code AZ county‘ Maricopa code 013 zip code 85003

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this__X _nomination
__request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places
and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property _ X _meets does not meet the
National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant ___ nationally ___ statewide _X _locally.

( _X_ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Bnge Somie . Arzsppo SUT 2005

Signaturd\d icial~—" a
Eason Vi %ZP }Wﬁ&}
Federfl agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. ( See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
gnature of Keeper Date of Action

1, hereby certify that this property is:
[j entered in the National Register
See continuation sheet.
D determined eligible for the National Register
See continuation sheet.
|:| determined not eligible for the National Register

D removed from the National Register

eh—ara M 1
other (explain): . o .opgn Al LA i q / C/ 0{
__ﬁw?& Pk 0 Rp TN oz Tk




NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

CONTINUATION SHEET

Section ~ Amendment  Page 1 Name of Property Willo Historic District Correction
County Maricopa
State Arizona

Correction to the Willo Historic District, listed on the National Register of Historic Places January 9, 1991, and
amended on October 15, 1997.

Contributing Property
Address: 322 W. Cambridge

This property is not referenced as either a contributor or non-contributor to the Willo Historic district, Phoenix,
Maricopa County, Arizona.

This house was outside the boundary of the original 1991 boundary of the Willo Historic District. It is located
within the expanded 1997 boundary. According to the records of the Maricopa County Assessor’s Office, the
property was constructed in 1948, which is in line with other buildings on the street. Its style, method of
construction, and building materials match what was constructed elsewhere on the street. The building falls
within the period of significance, as defined in the 1997 amendment. The staff of the Arizona State Historic
Preservation Office confirmed that the building retains a high degree of integrity.

The Arizona SHPO requests the Keeper to add the property listed above as a contributor to the district
nomination.



