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1. Name of Property
historic name Ipswich Mills Historic District

other names/site  N/A

2. Location

street & numberRoughlv bounded by Union Street, the Boston and N/A  not for publication
Maine railroad and the Ipswich River

city or town Ipswich N/A  vicinity

state Massachusetts code MA county Essex. code 009 zip code 01938

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as anaended, | hereby certify that this jif nomination
« request for detennination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Noric Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property

Or meets « does not meetlhe National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

¢ nationally + statewideloqally. (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.) I

Signature of certifying official/Title Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director Date
(Madpachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

state or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property ¢« meets ¢« does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

state or Federal agency and bureau
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* See continuation sheet.
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National Register Ent er ed | nt he
* See continuation sheet.
¢ determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Ipswich Mills Historic District
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check fljJu>ne box)
X_ private _ tjuilding(s)
_ public-local [ ™ district
. publ@c-State j gite
, _ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

INDUSTRY/manufacturing facility
INDUSTRY/industrial storage
DOMESTIC/single dwelling
DOMESTIC/multiple dwelling
COMMERCE/specialtv store
SOCIAL/meeting hall

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

MID 19th CENTURY/Greek Revival
LATE VICTORIAN/Italianate/Second Empire
OTHER/No Style. Dutch Colonial Revival

Narrative Description

Category of Property

Essex Co

unty. MA

County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
82 22
018 03
01 00
00 00
84 25

Number of contributing resources

in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

INDUSTRY/manufacturing facility

DOMESTIC/single dwelling
DOMESTIC/multiple dwelling
SOCIAL/meeting hall

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation
walls

roof

other

BRICK
SYNTHETIC/vinvl

WOOD/weatherboard
SLATE/ASPHALT

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

See continuation sheets
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Ipswich Mills Historic Digtrict is a wel-preserved example of a amdl-scade industrial community that provides a
visual record of Ipswich's primary industry during its pesk production period. Comprised of mill buildings, a
cohesive group of tenement dwellings, and a few assodiated buildings, the district dso illugtrates the dose relatiionship
of immigrant workers to their source of employment, and their physicd and socid sparation from the remainder of
the town.

The complex of relatively large-scae masonry mill buildings dominates the district and serves as the gateway to the
densdy developed residentiad section. Here, wood-frame dwellings on smdl lats line atight grid-work of Sreets. (S
photograph #3.) They include company-built single-family and duplex tenements interspersed with afew earlier
houses some of which were moved into the arean Also included in the digtrict, particularly along Edes and Pesgtfield
Stregts, are a number of buildings which saved as commercia buildings and socia institutions during the early part of
the century when the "Alley" was a self-sufficient neighborhood.

The disfrict is an example of an early 20th-century industrial community which retains its besic scae, form and spatid
interrelationships. The mog significant change results from a down-szing of the mill inthe 1970sthat included the
demoalition of the knitting mill, box shop, machine shop, and foot bridge crossing the river. (See sketch map.) Paved
parking lots have been laid intheir place. Although these demoalitions represent a magjor loss, the oldest mill Sructures
congructed by Ipswich Mills are extant, providing a record of industrid activity inthe area Other changesinclude
the converson of commercia buildingsto dwellings, and the addition of artificial siding, new window sashes ad
endaosed porchesto many buildings. Fortunately, some buildings retain their original materias and design festures,
illustrating the original gppearance of their neighbors.

Location

The Ipswich Mills District is dtuated on the northwest sde of the Ipswich River just south of the town center on a Ste
historically assodated with industrial devdopment. Known as the Alley or Pole Alley, the area is fiirther bounded by
the railroad tracks. Accessto the digtrict is limited to the north end, creeting not only a physical, but dsoa
psychologica boundary that contributes to its unique cohesve character. This riversde land is generdly level, except
for ahilly area on its northem edge near the mill. Between the railroad tracks and the edge of the district is a narrow
grip of mainly vacant land with scrub bushes. A playground condructed by neighborhood residents in the early 1990s
on vecant land borders the far southem point of the district, and is not included within its boundary. Kimball Brook
mns perpendicular to the river near the center of the didtrict.

Devdopment
Devdopment in the district began in the immediate vicinity of the mill, and gradually moved south in a linear fashion

aong the river bank. When the Stone Mill was built by Josgph Farley in 1829 (sse sketch map; section K), afew
resdences were presant in the district on Union Street and Winter Street (later Saltongtal Street), the first srests in

(continued)
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the digtrict. (See Assessor M@ 42A.) These buildings are no longer extant. At thistime, the area formed the southem
edoe of the town center.  Beginninginthe 1870s the drest sysem was expanded to the south, and a small housing
deveopment was congmcted. The devdopment included the Estes House (20 Pestfidd St.; ¢. 1865; #29) and two
Italianate houses called the Samuel Halum Houses (16 and 18 Pestfield; ca 1870; #27 and 28; photograph #4) that
were later to become mill tenements. The current dreet sysem, which features a grid pattem of smdl lots, was
completed between 1902 and 1916. (See Asessor Maps42A, 41D, & 42C.)

Deveoped beginning in 1916, the marshy area located between Second and Fourth Strests was the last aeato be
developed. Unlike mog of the other dwellings in the district, those in this section vary in style, form, and Sze.
Included inthis areaisthe Mill Tenement House at 1-3 Second Street (ca 1918; #56) condmcted in the Dutch
Colonid Revivd style. It is sad that the Mill Tenement House at 9 Second Street (early 19th century; #55) was
converted from a bam with post and beem constmction that was moved to the site. Another housethat was probably
moved to the area includes the Mill Tenement House at 6 Fourth Street (ca 1860; #58), which before a recent
renovation, retained severd Itdianate stylistic dements

Architecture

Industrial Stmctures

As the focus of the historic district and once the center of life for many of Ipswich's immigrants, Ipswich Mills
(Union Street; ca 1880; #1; photographs #1 and 2) appropriately sarves as the gateway to the district. Atitspeskin
the 1920s, the mill conssted of one large complex near the water's edge and a amdler dorage area neer the railroad
tracks. Inthe 1970s aportion of the main complex was demolished to make way for a paved parking lot, leaving
two extant buildings. (See sketch map.) Although this loss affectsthe overdl integrity of the complex, thetwo
remaining buildingsexhibit components of al phases of the mill's primary period of significance, and srve ss a
representation of the evolution of manufacturing on this dte. Included in the extant buildingsisthe knitting mill,
which isthe primary visual and fiinctional focus of the mill. Both of the extant buildings are comprised of a main
block with saverd additions. With the exception of one section, all additions were congmcted between ca 1900 ad
1920, and, like the main blocks of the buildings, are characterized by red brick constmction and smple decorative
features derived from the Italianate style. The one exception is a 1950s addition which does not contain any
decorative dements, but, because it is congmcted of red brick and is smal in 9ze, does not negatively impact the
charecter of the mill.

Building #1: Dating to 1880, the main block of the northemmost building served as the yam mill, and visually
dominates the complex. (See sketch map; section A.) The rectangular 16 bay x 34 bay maessrises four dories to a very
low pitched roof trimmed with wooden brackets Sender brick piers define narrow bays, which contain segmentdly
arched window openings. Sills of the earlier sections are congtmcted of rough-cut granite, while the later sills are of
ced gdone Origina 12/12 double-hung seeh have been replaced with modem /1 windows. All entrances on the front
(west) facade have been blocked, and the main entrance is located near the eetem comer of the south devation. A
brick sair tower with brick corbelling is atached to the center of the rear (eest) devation, and serves as an entrance
block from the parking lot. There are d0 severd entrances found on the first floor of the origina three-gory ell
which dates from the sametime as section A. (See sketch mgp; section A.)  Three wings extend from the north

(continued)
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devation of the main block. Twowere added in ca 1900 (see sketch magp; section B) and ca 1906 (see sketch map;
sction C). Section C was added as a Picker House. These additions continue some of the original materids and
design dements, and are three gtories and one gory high, respectively; section C's openings have been significantly
dtered. Thethird wing (sse sketch map; section D) was added ca 1950, and is congmcted of brick and containsa
large garage door opening.

Building #2: The sacond building of the complex is mede up of four sections congmcted a the beginning of the 20th
century. Built ca 1900, the main block was desgned as afinishing building for the mill products. (See sketch map;
sction E.) 1t iscompletely exposad on its eest Sde facing the river, where it rises two dories to a very low pitched
roof One-over-one ssah windows st in ssgmentally-arched windows have replaced the original  18/18 sssh windows.
The main entrance to Building #2 is located on the west facade near the northwest comer of the main block. 1n 1908,
the finishing building was expanded when atwo-story addition with paired windows was built on the south eevation.
(See sketch mgp; section F.) A amdler addition wes added a this sametime to the northeest comer of the ca 1900
dmcture. Today the addition contains an entrance to the employee cafeteria (See sketch map; section G.) The view
of both of the two large sections is dmost totally blocked from the dreet by along rectangular addition built ca 1920,
which with its corbelled brick comice, is more decorative than the other sections. (See sketch miap; section H.)

A large paved parking lot is located to the west of Buildings#1 and 2. It extends to athroughway between thetwo
buildings and ends in another parking lot located between the eedt elevation of Building #1 and the river bank. A
retaining wall exhibiting various timeframesof constmction isfound & the river bank. (See sketch map.) The
materias used in constmction include coursed aghlar, brick, and cag qone. A cadt gone coping covers all of the
retaining wall.

Buildings #1 and #2 were oncejoined with athird smilar section located on the water's edge that contained a knitting
mill, paper box shop, and dye house (See sketch mgp; section |.) This section was taken down inthe 1970s a the
sametime the machine shop was demolished. (See sketch map; section J) Up until 1830 when the first section of
Building #1 was congtmcted, the company produced its goods in the Old Stone Mill (demolished in 1908). (See ketch
map; section K.)

The Ipswich Mill Company Store House #2 (1 Pesatfield Strest; 1895; #79) isabrick industrid building located
adjacent to the railroad tracks in an areathat is now largely vacant, but was once usad for open dorage by the mill.
Though it is stylistically similar to the surviving mill smctures, this building hes dways been physicaly ssparated
from the main complex, even before the demolition of much of the origina complex. The building'smain entrance
and loading docks face Pegtfield Strest where it rises two dories. Here the ground dopes down from Pestfield,
exposng three sories on the 9de and rear elevations. The west devation borders the railroad tracks, and hes five
entrances & regular intervalsthat led to a platform (no longer extant) usad for loading and unloading cargo. The
building hes a dightly pitched roof with large exposad rafters & the eaves Marked by irregular fenedtration with
windows of various gzes and type, a number of distinctivefive-panehorizontal windowsare set in squat openings
with segmentd arches and granite sills, providing an interesting stylistic dement. Many of the other openings 0
feature these ssgmentd arches and granite sills. Two bays were added between 1916 and 1929, and a front entry
endosure wes added ca 1980. The building was originaly congmcted as a gore house for Ipswich Mills. By 1929,

(continued)
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Martin & Burke Inc. was using it as a lesther warehouse

The Ipswich Tonic Co. (1517 Edes S. [rear]; ca 1885; #8) was a unique operdtion inthe Alley given its gpparent
lack of association with the mill. By 1924, this busnesswas producing bottled tonics in what gppearsto be a
converted bam or shed. Operation continued into the mid-1940s. The 3x 2 bay wood frame building istwo dories
high with a one-story garage addition on its south elevation. The building hes been converted to a resdence, but
retains much of its original gppearance due to the presence of original dgpboards, 1/1 sseh windows, and board and
batten doors.

Ingtitutional and Commercia Stmctures

Of the buildings usad for ingtitutional and commercia purposes during the active years of Ipswich Mills, few remain
under their original us2 Most have been converted to resdences, and a few were moved or demolished by Ipswich

Mills. The three buildingsthat remain under ingtitutional or commercid use include the Riverview House (20 Eqes
Street; ca 1885; #10); the Polish Legion of American Veterans in the Grocery Store a 1-3 Edes Street (ca. 1860;
#3); and the Kosciusko Club (5 Pesatfidd S.; ca 1945; #78).

The Hall/Store & 30-32 Edes Street/10 Peetfield Stret (ca 1910; #24) is atypical example of a building that hes
been converted from commercid to resdential us2 This2x 3 bay, gable-front building is two gories high with a
low doping roof-line defined by awide entablature. Like many of the other buildings in the district once used for
commercid purposes, the first floor exhibits evidence of dteration to accommodeate residentid living. The building
operaed a a combination Polish Socid Club/grocery before being converted to a multi-family dwelling.

The Riverview House (20 Edes Sfreet; ca 1885; #10) risesthree ories to a slightly pitched geble-sde roof Nearly
rectangular, the building contains atwo-gtory ell on the rear, which may be original, and one-gtory additions on the
dde and rear facades accommodating a redaurant and kitchen. The first floor, dad in wooden dapboards, contains
modem windows and doors. The sscond and third floors are dad in duminum siding, and feature symmetrically
placed 6/6 windows that gppear to be original. The building continues to operate as a restaurant under its original
name

The Grocery Store a 1-3 Egtes Sfreet (ca. 1860; #3) now operates as the Polish Legion of American Veterans
Domedtic in gppearance, the building is Sted on a doping comer lot, with its front facade facing Sdtongtall Street. |t
iscomposd of a 2-story gable-front house; a large two-story addition congmcted on the Sde facade along Edtes
Street; and a smal one-gory addition on the reer of the house Devoid of omamentation, the building hes
replacement  1/1 windows and is clad in aluminum siding.

The Kosciusko Club (5 Peatfidd St.; ca 1945; #78) is one of the newest gdmctures inthe district. This gable-front,
ducco smcture is congtmcted in avery smple rectangular form. The main fegture of the building is a center entrance
of wooden double doors with fiill dde lights and transom window surrounded by wooden molding and flanked by two
vertica windowswith gted-rolled frames. The Sde fenestration consgsts of the samewindows. The group that owns
the building operates as a socia club for Polish Americans.

(continued)
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Dwadllings Pre-dafing the Mill

When Ipswich Mills formally began operations in 1868, a few dwellings were presant on pre-existing drets A few
of thes=exist to the present day, and may have been assodated with earlier industrial useson the Ste as described in
Section 8. Others were moved or demolished over time.

The Whipple House, congmcted ca 1655, was a notable building moved out of the district. Itsorigina dteisnow a
paved parking lot a 5 Sdtongtall (contributing Ste; #81). Thisdte is included inthe district due to the significance
of the Whipple House as an important First Period house (and, dnce 1966, a Regisered National Landmark). A
number of outbuildings ~ including a bam, pumphouse, and woodhouse ~ once sdood on the Ste as well, asindicated
by an 1840 sketch plan of the property. The Whipple House site holds significant associations as well with Abraham
Bond. Bond, who purchased the house in 1841, was a stocking meker from Nottingham, England, whose family
owned the Whipple House until it was purchesed by the Ipswich Historical Society in 1898. (Beginning the next yeer,
the higtorical society operated a museum in the house, while demolishing a housethat hed stood to the north of the
property Snce ca 1840 in order to provide visitors with an unobstmcted view of Depot Square. The Whipple House
Musaum remained on its original Ste for the next 28 years, until December of 1927. In that year, the historical
sciety decided to move it directly acrossthe river to its present location on South Main Street, where it continues to
house the callection of the Ipswich Historical Society). Ressarch indicates that the original dte of the house mogt
likely remained vacant until it was paved by Sylvania sometime after 1941. Thus, the Ste is potentialy animportant
archaeologica dte (see Section 8, Archaeological Significance).

Ore that remains isthe W. Lord House (3 Saltongtall Street; ca 1850; #2), one of the earliest housesin the didtrict.
The houseisa2 12 sory dwelling congmcted inthe Gresk Reviva style. Built ona

granite foundation, the house is L-shgped in plan and sheathed in modem synthetic siding. 1ts Greek Revival stylistic
dements include comice retums, a Sde-entry three-bay facade, and entablature over the front entrance. Windows
contain origina 6/6, tum-of-the-century 2/2, and 1/1 ssshes Addifions include a 20th century one-story endosxd
porch inthe insde angle of the L-plan, and a 19th century addition on the back of the smcture.

The Samued Hallam Houses (16 and 18 Pesetfield Street; ca 1870; #27 and 28; photograph #4) are Itdianate style
housssthat were part of a small group of three houses (including 20 Peetfidd Street) built ca 1870. Rising from
brick foundations, these 2 story, Sde-gable buildings are buih inan L-plan. The house a #16 is sheathed in wooden
dapboards and retains many of its Italianate stylistic dements, including a double-door entry with arched glass panes
bracketed entry hood; second-floor window labds, and wide comerboards. 1n contragt, the decorative dements on the
house a #18 are obscured by synthetic siding; thus, it issimilar in charecter to the magjority of the housesinthe area
Samud Hallam, who owned the houses in 1884, oparated a smdl hosery factory on Edes Street.  The house a #18
was probably operated as a bakery and grocery gore inthe 1920s and early 1930s

Located next door to the Samud Hallam Houses isthe Estes House (20 Pestfidd; ca 1865; #29), the modt intact
house inthe district. Designed inthe Sscond Empire style, the house is shesthed in wooden dagpboards and topped
with a date mansard roof featuring pedimented dormers with decorative shutters.  Exterior trim includes wide comer
boards, and a box comice with awide frieze. Fenestration congsts of 2/2 saeh (probably original), and is dightly
irregular on the three-bay front. The front entrance occupies the west bay of the facade, and contains panded double

(continued)
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doors benegth arectangular transom. The entry is shdtered by a onebay porch with a flat roof supported by squere
posts The Edes House wes built for JamesH. and Eliza A. Eseswhose daughters worked a the mills for atime.

Housing Types and Characteridtics :
The workers housing buih between 1902 and 1916 by Ipswich Mills includes a variety of wood-frame houses shesthed
in wooden dapboards or shingles, and topped with date roofs. A number of the housssoriginadly featured porches,
ome of which were endlosed & alater date. A smal number of houses exhibit some omamenta details, but overall,
they ae smplein form with little omamentation.

Typicaly, these dwellings were built with alimited number of forms, and identical versons were generdly dugered
on one dret or one dde of adrest. The basc typesinclude:

Typel: 2 12 story, gable-front, single-family dwelling,
Typell: 1 12 sory, L-plan, single-family dwelling, and
Type lll: Sde-by-dde duplex.

Typel: 2 12 Story, Gable-front, Single-family Dwelling

The 2 12 story, gable-front, single-family dwelling isthe predominant type inthe district. Twenty-five smctures
identica in form were built on the north sde of Sscond Sfreet, the south Sde of Fourth Strest, and both ddes of Fifth
and Sixth Stregts.  Six dwellings on River Court resamble the form, dthough they are not identical. (See Assessor
Maps41D and 42C.)

The Mill Tenement House a 10 Second Stregt (ca 1906; #51), is one of the mogt intact company-built tenement
housssinthe district. It retains its original wooden shingles and distinctive canted drip molding located between the
first and sscond floors, as well as its origina sorm windows. 1t serves as arare surviving example of the origina
gopearance of the tenement building type. The fenedtration of the houseistypical of the other tenements, and
includes regular fenedtration on the front, west, and rear eevations. The eed dlevation hes irregular fenestration and
an entrance with a beaded board door located neer the reer of the building. The house retains many of its original 2/2
windows and sorm windows, as well s its date roof The changesto the house include a new cinder block
foundation (brick foundations are predominant in the district) and probably the endlosad one-gtory, 2-bay front porch,
as well asthe addition of two modem casement windows. The Mill Tenement House a 3 Sixth Stregt (ca 1910;
#16, photograph #7) is identicd in form to the house a 10 Sscond Street, but sarves as a more typical example of the
gopearance of housssinthe digtrict. 1t hes been reshesthed in modem synthetic siding, and the front three-bay porch
hes been replaced with a onebay entrance porch supported by modem wrought iron pods.

Typell: 1 12 Story. L-Plan. Single-family Dwelling
The Mill Tenement House built a 15 Pestfield Strest (ca 1906; #30) is congmcted in an L-sheped plan ssa
single-family dwelling. This1 12 story single-family dwelling is built on a brick foundation, and is smilar in planto

(continued)
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many of the other houses on the same Sde of the dreet. Sheathed in its original clgpboard siding (unlike its identical
neighbors, which are covered in synthetic siding), this house hes a smdl entrance porch that hes been endosad,
occupying the angle of the L-plan. The front facede fenestration is regular with replacement /1 sseh windows. Other
examples of this type include Mill Tenement Housesa 11 and 13 Peatfield Street (ca 1906; #32 and 31; photograph
#5), and & 1, 3and 5 First Strest (ca 1906, #44, 43, and 42).

Type lll: Side-by-Sde Duplex

The district contains a number of multiple-family dwellings, mos of which were buih & sde-by-sde duplexes. The
Mill Tenement House a& 68 First Street (ca 1906; #37; photograph #6) is typical of the area This gable-sde,
two-story dwelling is Situated between two similar buildings on First Street. Clad in synthetic sheething, the house &
#6-8 hes an endlosed center, two-bay porch with two dde entrances on its four-bay front. The Mill Tenement House
next door a 2-4 First Street (ca 1906, #36; photogrgph #6) exhibits more of its origina dements than the other
smilar buildings. It retains its origina wooden clgpboards, 22 sseh windows, and front porch extending the entire
dde of the front facade.

The Ipswich Mills Historic District is comprised of indusfrial buildings, commercial/ingtitutional building, and houses
that form a small, cohesive industrial community, providing a well-preserved
visua historical record.

(end)

Archaeological Description

A high potential exists for the recovery of prehistoric cultural resourceswithin the boundaries of the Ipswich Mills
Historic District. At least twenty-one sites have been recorded in the general area (within a mile) including one site
(19-ES-106), which liesin the southem portion of the district. Little interpretative information is available for that
site except for locational factors, which identifies it "...in a built up section of Ipswich at the south end between the
rail road tracks and the west bank of the Ipswich River." The physical characteristics of the disfrict include locational
criteriawhich arefavorable for most prehistoric site locations. Most of the district includes well drained generally
level or moderately sloping terrace locales adjacent to the Ipswich River and Kimball Brook which bisects the district
at its confluence with the Ipswich River. Given the above locational factors, known site densities in the general area
and the presence of one recorded site, the presence of prehistoric sitesis both documented and a high potential exists
that additional sites will be found. In general , however, the potential for significant prehistoric survivals in the
district is, at best, moderate. Residential and industrial growth in the district dating from the 17th century with intense
land use in the 19th and 20th centuries have probably compromised the integrity or destroyed most prehistoric
resources present. Resources may survive which have been buried or were located in areas where minimal
development has occurred such as the vacant land bordering the railroad tracks. A

A high potentiad exigtsfor significant historic archaeologica resources in the district.  Stmcturd remainsfrom
reddentia and industrial resources may survive from the 17th and 18th centuries in the district dthough few specific
resources have been identified.  The Whipple House (ca.l655), a Nationa Historic Landmark, was moved out of the

(continued)
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district in 1927 to a Ste directly acrossthe Ipswich River. Stmctura survivals from the house foundation,
outbuildings and the remains of occupationa rdated features (trash pits, privies, wells) may survive & it's original dte
a 5 Sdtongtd! Strest (contributing Ste #81), the presant parking lot of Ipswich Mills. After the house was moved,
the dte reportedly remained vacant until it wes paved by Sylvania sometime after 1941. Additional ssmctura
remains from 17th century resdences could aso survive as well as 18th century remains for which no example
aurvives inthe district. Most resdential archaeological dtesinthe district probably dateto the 19th century s #
resdencies were demolished to meke room for industrial related devdlopment. A few resdencies no longer extant,
were presat inthe district dong Union Street and Winter Street (later Saltongtall Street) & the time the stone mill
was built in 1829. Some of these smctures meay actualy date to the 18th century. Other dwellings were moved or
demalished for the development of Ipswich Mills inthe mid-19th century. Many of the 19th century residential Stes
in the district may have originaly been company buih housing which was rented to its workers. Occupationa rdated
features including sheat refiise pattems could exist as an important resource type with these smctures including those
still extant.

The location of the Ipswich Mills Historic District on a Ste historically associated with the town's industrial
devdopment indicates industrial resources as potentialy the most important archaeological resources in the district.
Severd mills and manufacturing companies including grist mills, fulling mills, and brick making companies operated
in and near the town center during the 17th and 18th centuries. Some of these mills used water power from the
Ipswich River and were located within the district. One of the earliest textile mills identified in the district was the
donemill of the Ipswich Manufacturing Company built in 1829. The donemill was demalished in 1908 to make
room for the new knitting Mill and box shop. Portions of the 1829 mill may survive in an archaeologica context,
however the mill dam is till extant. While many of the oldest 19th century mill gmctures assodated with Ipswich
Mills are still extant, the down-sizing of the mill inthe 1970's included the demolition of later 19th and 20th century
mill gmctures including the Knitting Mill, box shop, machine shop and a foot bridge that crossed the river. Stmcturd
remains from these mill buildings may survive benegth the paved parking lot located wadgte of mill buildings#1 and
#2. Waer power rdated resources are another important resource type that may survive in the district. While the
1829 dam is still extant, the remains of earlier dams may dso exist in the same areg, possibly benegth the existing
dam or nearly in submerged aress of the river. Candl-like dmctures including heedraces and tailraces may aso exist
beneath fill arees Whed pits which supplied power to earlier mills may dso be present. One additional industrial
resource inthe district may include cottage indugtries which played an important role in the evolution of thetextile
industry in Ipswich. Evidence may survive including the smctural remains from small shop and occupationa reaed
features near resdential homes from which a lace cottage industry developed inthe 17th and/or 18th centuries and
amndl shopswith hand powered looms which performed finish work for Ipswich Mills products in the 19th century.

(end of Section 7)
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8 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Ipswich Mills Historic District exhibits integrity of location, desgn, workmanship, setting, feeling, and
assodiation.  The district meets criteria A and C of the National Regiger. The period of significance extendsfrom
1850 to 1946, with a primary focus on the years 1868 to 1928 (the years of operation for Ipswich Mills).

Ipswich isadistinct New England coastd town located in eedt central Essex County in an areacharacterized by gentle
rolling terrain. As part of an early principal transportation corridor, the town grew rapidly inthe early 17th century,
becoming an important regiona port. Ipswich's importance as a maritime center declined after the Colonial era as
nearby towns with better harbor facilities became more popular ports. As a result, manufacturing and agriculture
became the key indudtries in the town. The two remained critical to the local economy until after the mid-19th
century when the mechanized advances of the Industrial Revolution were put to work, resulting in an increesein
manufacturing activity and a decreese in agricultura production.

Hosery became [pswich's dominant industry during its pesk as a manufacturing town. Ipswich Mills was the mogt
important of all the hodery firms, and remains afine example of the activity inthe town. The company was the
town's largest employer, and with five mills in New England, it grew to become the largest hosery manufacturer in
the world during its pesk production years of 1916 to 1919. The Ipswich plant was its largest producer, and with a
location abutting the Boston & Maine Railroad, it had essy aooessto trangportation for movement of raw materiasin,
and finished goods out. Aswes typical of other large textile factories in New England, the company built housing
that it rented to workers. This resdentia areawas built a the beginning of the 20th century, and became known &
"the Alley" or "Pole Alley," referring to the areds long, narrow shgpe and its largely Polish population.

The mill buildings, workers housing, and other assodiated buildings make up adistrict that is significant a the local
level, providingavisual narrative of the key industry in Ipswich's manufacturing economy. The district is significant
primarily a an illustration of the broad pattems of New England industrial progress, including specidization of
products, technological advance, increasing capitalization, expanson of markets and facilities, and employer/employee
reations. It isadso significant for its strong association with the French, Polish and Gresk immigrant groups. The
digtrict is significant secondarily as a surviving complex of mill buildings, workers housing, and other assodiated
buildings. The integrity of individual components hes bean compromised to some extent. The mogt serious isthe loss
of gpproximately 50% of the original mill Sructure during the 1970swhen the knitting mill and machine shop were
demolished. Although these losses affect the overal integrity of the complex, components remain from all phesss of
the mill's primary period of significance. Extant components include the 1880 knitting mill, which hes dways bean
the visua and functional focus of the mill. The remaining mill buildings and the assodiated resdential area together
present awdl-preserved example of an industrial community.

Early Industrial Activitv

The industrial history of Ipswich dates beck to its beginning as atown when smal mills began operating shortly after
stlement. Between 1680 and 1750, severd amall mills and manufacturing companies, including grist mills, fulling

mills, and brick-making companies, operated in and near the town center.  Some of these usad water power supplied

(continued)
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by the Ipswich River, and were located within the Ipswich Mills District. There are no extant buildingsin the district
assodiaed with this early activity; however, the former site of the Whipple House, ca 1655, hes been included inthe
historic district boundary. (Sse "Buildings Pre-dating the Mill" in Section 7 for more information.)

The early indudtries first took advantage of the fast-moving water inthe areg, and later improved the river's ability to
genaae power by congtructing adam. A small textile industry involving the making of lace, hosery, and cloth
devedoped during the early period of the Industriad Revolution. These early ventures, characterized by fits and darts,
formed a bagsfor the large-scale production of hodery, and illustratethe typical manufacturing evolution from a
focus on serving local nesdsto the development of specidized products produced for larger markets.

The textile industry in Ipswich began as a cottage industry involving the making of pillow lace, an art that originated
in England. Large quantities of the lace were handmade by men, women, and children in their homes and then
distributed from some central source.  Little investment was needed to begin thiswork, making it an attractive meens
of employment for many of the Ipswich natives who were struggling during the economic hard times following the
Revolutionary War.

In 1822, Benjamin Fewkes and George Warner moved the first mechanized lace machine to Ipswich. Earlier these
two men had smuggled the machine, which was actualy a stocking loom with improvements for making lace, from
England. 1t was George and Augudtine Heard, dong with Josgph Farley, who convinced Fewkes and Warner to come
to Ipswich. The Heards in particular were interested in deveoping the lace indudtry in Ipswich, using the money that
Augustine mede in the Chinatrade as capital. The lace machines were the basis for a company incorporated as the
Bogon & Ipswich Lace Company in 1824, and located in the center of town on South Main Street.  The venture was
short-lived, however, and by 1828 operations hed ceesed.

Fewkes and Warner, dong with two brothers named Jamesand Sanford Peatfield, were the first of many trained
stocking mekers that immigrated to Ipswich from the Nottingham areain England.' Back in England many of them
had begun work on improving stockingframes,as well as converting some of the meachines to lace-making machines
In an atempt to escgpe the deplorable conditions of the industry in England, they brought these idesswith them to
New England.

Shortly after the Boston & Ipswich Lace Company begen operations. Dr. Thomas Manning of Ipswich darted a
lace-making venture in 1827 caled the New England Lace Company. He hired skilled mae immigrants from England
to operate the lace machines. Women and girls (most of them related to the men) were hired to embroider and wash
the lace™ A British export tax placed on the thread used in the lace production forced Manning and the other small

A Jares Pegifidd wes an early resdent of thedigrict. His house the James Pedifidd House (2 Peetfidd Srest; ca
1860, 80) islocated on a dreet that bears his name The house wes converted into a multi-family dwelling for mill workers &
the beginning of the 20th century.

N Fewkes 19.

(continued)
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lace producers to oeese operations in 1833.

Gradudly, many of the former lace producers entered the hodery industry, joining men like Benjamin

Fewkes and George Warner who were involved in anew smdl-scde hodery industry. Fewkes and Warner were
working with stocking frames desgned and congructed by the two Pegtfield brothers. Hosiery proved to be a
profitable busness, and soon other investors followed. (This early manufacturing of hosiery was conducted in
buildings outsde of the Ipswich Mills Historic District.)

A larger hosery factory a the Lower Fals was condructed by George Heard in 1834. Heard dso hdped the
Peetfield brothers establish an underwear manufactory in Depot Squere that proved to be very successfiil. Another
hosery concern was esablished in 1863 on the Ipswich River a County Street.  Called the Ipswich Woolen Mills,
budnessprospered until an inventory fire in 1873 caussd a setback. The mill never fijUy recovered and dosed
operaions in 1885.

In additionto lace and hosery manufacturing, there was an early cloth-making industry in Ipswich, garted by many of
the same people involved in lace-making. It did reech a point of some regiona importance in terms of production,

but was soon overshadowed by the large-scde textile producers in Lowell and Lawrence. Asavery early use of
mechanized power, however, cloth production in Ipswich wes part of the evolutiontowards an increasingly complex
technology which contributed to the eventua success of the hosery industry. Dr. John Manning (his son Dr. Thomas
Manning wes later involved in lace-making as dready described in this section) was a citizen of Ipswich with
progressive idess that he applied in medicine and budnessadike. In 1792, he condructed the Manning Woolen Mill

on the riverbank in the town center on the dte of the Caldwell Block. Although his wind-powered venture was
short-lived (closing in 1800), it wes the first power driven woolen mill in Massachusatts

The year 1828 marked atuming point in Ipswich's industrial devel opment when Joseph Farley and the two Heard
brothers began operation of a cotton mill that wes to become a successfiil long-term operation. Water power had long
run fiilling and grist mills in Ipswich, but it was not until these three men began operation, that water power was used
for cloth production. Within the boundary of the Ipswich Mills Historic District, Farley built a gone mill and adam
(the mill isnot extant, while adam is till present) called the Ipswich Manufacturing Company, which resulted in an
operation that produced 450,000 yards of cloth on 260 looms annudly. Farley employed mainly Yankee workersin
his mill, with women outnumbering the men three to one’ Expanson of the busness continued for Six years as
Farley purchased additional land for his operation. However, by 1836, he ran intofinancialdifficulties, and in 1846
the Dane Manufacturing Co. bought the business

Ipswich Mills Early Years. 1868 - 1913
At the time Ipswich Mills was formed, Ipswich was an established industrial town. Yet it was the formation of this
company that resulted in awhole new era of large-scdle manufacturing marked by expanded markets and facilities.

" Waters "Ipswich Mills'. 30,

(continued)
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The company, which eventualy was comprised of five mills including four in other communities, was part of the
international development of the hodery busness. Formed a a time when mass-production of hodiery was new to the
U.S, it becamethe largest manufacturer of knit goods in the country, playing an instrumental part in the devdopment
of this new industry.

The formation of Ipswich Mills was largely the work of Amos Adams Lawnrence (1814 - 1886). Bom to the
Lawrence family responsgible for the name of the large textile city of Lavrence, Amoswas involved heavily inthe
textile industry. After graduating from Harvard, he formed a company with a partner which eventualy cameto be
cdled Lanvrence & Co. Thiscorporation acted as a salling egant for severd important textile mills. 1n 1860 Amos,
dong with other investors, began work to establish a new textile manufacturing company, formally starting Ipswich
Mills in 1868. Two years before, Amos bought out his origina partners and sarted experimenting with the
manufacturing of hosery.”

Amos purchased the Old Stone Mill from Dane Manufacturing, and immediatdly begen replacing the cotton
cloth-making equipment inthe mill with new hosery machines. These machines were purchased from John Pepper,
who manufactured knitting machines in Lake Village, New Hampshire, and had bean involved in machine installation
and busness gart-ups for the Lawrence Company in Lowell. 1n 1868, John Pepper was hired to persondly supervise
production a Ipswich mills. He dso invested some of his own money in the project. However, the years under
Pepper's management were unsuccessful, resulting in significant lossesfor the company. By most accounts. Pepper
was skilled a starting new ventures, but less 0 & maintaining them. By 1872, Pepper's rdlationship with Ipswich
Mills hed ended, and a man named Everard Martin had bean recruited from England to oversee production. By this
time, approximately 21 knitting machines were in ue a the mills employing 21 men and 212 women. Small shops
with hand-powered looms were involved in finish work for Ipswich Mills products.'

Under the supervison of Martin, the fiscal soundnessof the mill improved, and in 1873 the company built a brick
addition to the sone mill. Other new buildings, including a gore houss, were added inthe late 1870s The firm's
managemeant decided to meke a mgor capital investment in 1880, when h dlocated money for anew mill. The mill
building was four stories high and 276 x 52 feet with athree story, 37 x 42 foot wing on the north comer of the eest
elevation. Thetota cogt of the building was $100,000.* This building is the oldest extant component of Ipswich
Mills (Union &.; 1880; #1; sketch map, section A; photos #1 & 2), and sarves as the centerpiece for the complex.

In the 1880s and 1890s Ipswich Mills continued to expand, purchasng new property located within
the district. Land between the river and railroad was purchased from E. H. Martin (mogt likely Everard Martin) with
an underdanding that the tenement buildingsMartin had begun constmcting

Richad Candes Notes
" Ibid.
" Ipswich Mill Pgpas Beke Library, val. 1

(continued)
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would be finished g0 the mill could use them for housng employees!

When Amosdied in 1886, his son Amory Appleton Lawnrence (1848 - 1912) immediately took over hisfather's
position as president of Ipswich Mills. Asa member of the Board of Directors for the mill for over a decede before
assuming the presdency, Amory was well-equipped to follow in his father's footsteps.

Amory d<0 took over his father's place in the textile agent firm of Lawrence & Co., which continued to act as an
aget for Ipswich Mills. Like hisfather, Amory was an energetic, adute busnessman. Under his leedership
Lawrence & Co. significantly expanded its market. As a successfiil selling agent for Ipswich Mills and other textile
producers all over the country, Lawrence & Co. closdy followed the latest fashions in the hosery busness This
knowledge was, no doubt, of grest importance to Ipswich Mills.

The beginning of the 20th century was atime of gradud expanson for Ipswich Mills. New land was purchased, and
anumber of constmction projects were underteken within the current district. 1n 1908, the Old Stone Mill was tom
down to make way for anew knitting mill and box shop that would cogt the company approximately $150,000." (See
sketch migp; section 1.) Constmction of buildings and acquisition of equipment was continual during these early years
of the new century despite the ups and downs the company experienced in production.

The early 20th century was d0 atime of expandgon outsde of the Ipswich community for Ipswich Mills. 1n 1909,
Gilmanton Mills in Belmont, New Hampshire, was incorporated into Ipswich Mills." The corporation dso controlled

mills in South Boston (opened prior to 1912), Gloucester (opened 1913), and the Middlesex Mill in Lowell (purchesd
in 1920).

Employer/Employee Relations
As the phydica plant expanded, the labor force followed. The firm was employing increesng numbers of workers,
many of whom were immigrants. 1n 1904, about 800 operaives were employed a the mill, and by 1917, that number

had nearly doubled to 1,500, 75% of whom were women. The immigrant workers were willing to work for less

money than most U.S.-bom workers, thus, they provided the inexpensive, unskilled labor nesded by companies like
Ipswich Mills.

Most acocounts indicate the management of Ipswich Mills tregted itsworkers fairly well. It gopearsthis trestment wes
driven by the economic interess of the firm, possibly mixed with some patemdidtic intent. The firm's management
recognized that productivity was closaly rdated to the contentment of

" lbid.
" Ibid, val. 2.
" Gilmanton Mill came unde the contral of the Lamrence family earlier, but wes reopened as a ssparete entity.

(continued)



NPS Fomi 10.900-a OMB Approval No 10?4-0018

(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet ... A
Ipswich Mills Historic District
Ipswich (Essex County), Massachusetts
Section number —8 Page 7

its workers, and took pains to monitor their mood. Always keeping the bottom line in mind, wages were st & leves
smilar to those in other mills located in New England.™

Amory Lawrence, like his father, was involved in a number of philanthropic efforts, and this probably contributed to
the fairly enlightened viewpoint that the managament had towards its mill operatives The company frequently
donated money for the benefit of the community and its workers. A typica example includes $50 contributed to the
Y.M.C.A. in 1907 to provide English language instmction for its foreign-bom employees.™

Ipswich Mills aso recognized the importance of providing adeguate housing for itswork force. The company built a
number of dwellings between 1902 and 1916 for its workers. Among these "cottages' (as the company cdled them)
were twelve dwellingsthat were authorized in 1907 to cost approximately $1,200 eech. The firm's ledger dso noted
that six new dwelling houses of eight rooms eech were completed in 1912 for atotal cogt of $5,963." (The exatt
location of these buildings is unknown.) While these dwellingswere crowded with tenants by today's dandards, they
did provide the workers with ressonable housing.

The employee/femployer relationship gppeared to be relatively good until about 1912 when major strikes were taking
place in Lawrence and Lowell, affecting the workers in Ipswich. The management of Ipswich Mills recognized the
unres, and as a precaution, increesad all wages 5%. When some of the workers found out most New England mills
hed provided their workers with an increase of 10%, they complained. The management conceded and agread to
make the increase 10%0."

The quelling of unrest tumed out to be short-lived, because on April 23, 1913, the Ipswich workers smck. They were
no doubt encouraged by the sucocessof the textile strike in Lawrence led by the Intemational Workers of the World
(ILW.W.). Of the total work force, gpproximately 75% of the operatives (mainly Gresk and Polish immigrants)
dopped work, demanding wage increasss of 10 to 40%, depending on the department.  After a four-week shutdown,
the mill opened with approximately 25% of its operatives. Those that retumed included mainly English-spesking
natives, illustrating the division between the immigrant and non-immigrant workers.™

Seven weeks later violence broke out between the |.W.W.-led drikers and the police, resulting in the degth of one
Gresk woman. The soane occurred a the mill gates on Sdtongdl and Union Streets, an
area of crowded tenements inhabited by mainly Gresk immigrants. Asa result of the violence, the I.W.W. leedars

** Ipswich Mill Pepas Beke Library, Vds 1-3
" lbid, vol. 2.

Ibid.
" lbid.

[bid.
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were charged with murder, and 17 Greek workers were arreded.  Eventually, the murder charges were dropped. The
drike by the Gregk and Polish workers continued into July, when many of them were evicted from their tenements.
Shortly theresfter, the strike ended, with workers gaining nothing.

The grike crested a hardship for Ipswich Mills, but did not result in a crippling financial blow. Many of the town
citizen's had sded with the mill manegement, and in gppreciation for the town's support, the mill donated $10,000 to
Ipswich for the congmction of ahospital.”

These early years of operation from 1868 to 1913 were atime of increasing productivity for the mill. New acquidition
and capital investments provided the groundwork necessary for the mill to reech its pesk during the war years

Immigrant Workers

The immigrant populations that cameto Ipswich in search of employment were in many ways isolated from the rest of
the town's population. Language, cultural, and economic differences between the new and the established residents of
the town were manifested in the physical separation that evolved as workers housing was built on undeveoped land.
For the mog part, the newly arrived immigrants settled in the Ipswich Mills Historic District and the area northwest of
it roughly bounded by the railroad, Linebrook Road and Brownville Ave. The two aress are sgparated by the railroad.

Within thesetwo aress, the immigrants conducted their religious, socid, and political life. The Ipswich Mills District
wes the mogt geographicaly isolated. Thus, it retained its ethnic associaions for the longest period of time. Literally
endosd by the Railroad, the Ipswich River, and the mill, the district was cut off physically from the rest of the town,
contributing to the ethnic solidarity of thecommunity.

The resdents of the Ipswich Mills Historic District included some French workers until the beginning of the century,
and then mainly Polish and some Gresk immigrantswho lived in the tenement housing built for them by the mill.
Once developed after 1906, the Alley houses provided ready housing for the newly arrived immigrants who could rent
aroom from afellow countryman or woman. Typically, one family would rent a house and then provide room and
board for sub-letters.

The Gresks and Polish followed other immigrant groups who had previoudy sought employment in Ipswich. The
earlies mills in the town employed mainly Yankee natives, but as the indudtries grew, they began to hire immigrants
who were willing to work a unskilled jobs for lower wages. First camethe Irish inthe 1840s and 1850s followed by
Canadians from the British Provinces and Quebec. By the 1870s a French Canadian population was well established
in the town. When Ipswich Mill first begen production, 93% of Ipswich's immigrants were Canadian, English, or
Irish.* Some of these workers lived in housing that was within the district inthe immediate vicinity of the mill, but

Ibid.
MHC, Massechusaits Reoomaissance Survey:21.
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mog lived in the area located northwest of the district.

The growth in the immigrant population in Ipswich mirrored the growth in industria production. In 1875, saven years
after the opening of Ipswich Mills, there were 454 foreign-bom people in town, representing 12.4% of the population.
By 1915, this number increased to 2,479 foreign-bom residents, making up 39.5% of the population.”

By 1915, the ethnic make-up of the immigrant population had changed significantly, with Poles and Gregks
representing over 50% of the foreign-bom population.” It was for these later groups of unskilled workers, and
specifically the Poles, that the workers housesin the Ipswich Mills Historic District were built. While predominantly
a Polish neighborhood, the Alley was ds0 hometo afew Gresk workers. In 1916, the Mill Tenement House a 11
Edes Street (ca. 1885; #5) saved as atenement for a group of Gresks There were dso Gresk resdents a the Mill
Tenement Houseson 5 and 6 Fifth Street (both ca 1910; #69 and 60). Although living and working in dose
proximity, the two groups were separated by language and culture barriers.  Each group atended its own church ad
socid functions. The Gresks built their church in 1907 and the Polish in 1908. Both are located just outsde of the
historic district, separated physically from the area by the railroad.

During the pesk of mill production, the district was a very sdf-contained neighborhood. Within a few blocks, a
resdent could work, shop, get a haircut, and drop off achild & the nursery. The majority of these busnesses and
sFvices were located on Edes Street, and dthough some of the buildings have been demoalished by Ipswich Mills, a
number are extant. The Grocery Store @ 13 Edes Siret (ca 1860; #3) was used as a Sore during much of the
early and mid-20th century, and today sarves as the Polish Legion of American Veterans Hall. Other dores include
the Grocery Store & 1517 Edes Sireet (ca 1885; #7), the Hall/Store & 30-32 Edes Street (ca 1910; #24), and the
dorethat was located inthe Samuel Hallam House a 18 Pesatfidd (ca 1870; #28). With so many women employed
a the mill, the Mill Day Nursery (24 Nursery Court; ca 1870; #13) performed an important service for the
community inthe pesk yeers of production during World Wer |.

Although the separation of ethnic groups in Ipswich gppears to have evolved beasad on the availability of vecant land,
planned division of ethnic groups was openly advocated by industrial housing experts of the time. Lawrence Veiller,
Secreary of the National Housing Association in 1916, wrote: "It is well-known that certain races do not mix, even
when there is no European war on."" Housing for

the new-comear was differentiated from that of the longer-term resident, and as explained by Vieller, "we nesd to
differentiate in both these dasses of dwellings the housing of the American workingmen &s distinguished from the
dien"™ Not all writers on industrial housing encouraged discrimination between the immigrants and "American

" Ibid.
" lbid.
" Veiller: 44.

" lbid: 29.
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workingmen," but all advocated a separation of the different dassesof workers basad on the wagesthey eamed.

Those immigrants subject to the mog genard public disdain were the newest arrivals. In 1913, when Ipswich Mills
opened a branch factory in Gloucegter, an goped inthe Ipswich Chronicle for female workers indicated that "girls
and women now employed by the mill a the various factories are the best and not recently landed immigrants."” In
fact, many of the workers employed in Ipswich were new immigrants who spoke only their native language.

Ipswich Mills Pesk and Decline, 1914-1928

The year 1914 marked the beginning of a progperoustime for Ipswich Mills. As aresult of the war in Europe, the
mill had meany oversees contracts for hogery with foreign amies. Domesic damand was up as well. The
managemantt of the mill continued to purchese new equipment and land, and to build new and renovate existing
buildings in order to expand capacity a the Ipswich plant™

The period of Americas participation in World War | was atime of especidly high productivity for Ipswich Mills.
The Ipswich plant employed 1500 people in 1917, 75% of whom were women. Severd wege raises were given to
employees during this period, and between 1916 and 1920, workers weges increased by 194%. The years 1917 -
1919 marked the highest profits ever for Ipswich Mills™M

In marked contragt to the profitable war years, the end of the war initiated a period of rapid decline for Ipswich Mills.
During the lagt part of 1920, there was a 50% dowdown in production & the Ipswich gat™* As soon as the war
ended, the demand for the finer and higher grade hodery, referred to as full-fashioned hodery, increased dramaticdly.
The Ipswich plant was equipped to produce only old-fashioned circular cotton stockings.

The problem was not that the management of the mill did not recognize the change in the consumer's preference. On
the contrary, Ipswich Mills continually monitored the testes of the buyer through its

relationship with textile distributor Lawrence & Co. In fact, the company managemeant planned to switch to
ftill-fashioned stocking manufacturing. The problem was the lack of capital. During their best years, the company
had paid out mogt of its profits in dividends to stock-holders indead of investing it back in the company.” Thus, it
was not financially prepared to mest its lossesduring 1920 and 1921, and lacked the capitd to invest in the expendve
new hosiery equipment.

N Ipswich Chronide March 28, 1913,

" Ipswich Mill Pgpas Bake Library, vol.2.

" Ibid.

Ibid.
" Ipswich Mill Pgpas Bakea Library, "Fnandd Higory," case 2
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An atempt was made to convert the old machinery, and, in fact, the Gloucester mill did have a small full-fashioned
department, but the company continued to ssmggle. The South Boston and Belmont, New Hampshire, mills were
dosad by 1922, as was the Yam Mill a Ipswich (leaving the res of the plant open). (See sketch map, secfionA.) In
1923, the mill inlpswich sfill employed 1,200 people making women's hosery. The Gloucester and Lowell mills
continued production as well. The three divisions all operated under the management of one agent who worked out of
Ipswich. Each division had its own supavisor™

In 1923, the mill management still saw hope for improvement. They continued to look for new ways to advertise ad
market their products. Because a large number of automobile tourists gopped a their mill in Ipswich, a smdl house
aoossthe river (outsde of the district) was purchased and st up as a hodery shop featuring sockings &t fiill retail
price”™ There was ds0 atea house and innthat operated as a private venture directly acrossthe river from the mill
(dso outdde of the district).

Despite management efforts, profits continued to drop, and in 1927, the Lowell plant wes leesed. |pswich and
Gloucetter, the only two remaining plants under Ipswich Mills, took over the manufacturing of Lowell's ladiesrayon
underwesr. Soon, however, the company was forced to dose its Gloucester mill. Following closaly behind, the
Ipswich mill was cdosed in 1928/~

The asstsof Ipswich Mills were sold to pay some of the creditors. Russian mill owners in Moscow bought 1,200
tons of the outdated hosery machinery, and three experienced hodery makers were sent to oversee the equipment
ingtalation and train the Rusian workers™ The tenemeant houseswere sold to many former tenants (William J.
Riley dso bought 20 of the houses), including mostly Polish and some Gresk immigrants, for prices ranging from
$1,100 to $3,200.*° Having divested the company of its assets, Ipswich Mills was dissolved as a corporation in
1929,

Later Times, 1930 - Presant

There wes little activity a the mill dteinthe 1930s With the exception of a short occupation by the Martin &

" lbid.

" lbid.

Ipswich Mill Pgpas Beker Library, vol.2.

" Sone 414.
" Ipawich Mill Pgpas Bake Library. "Sde ad Sdling of Tenamat Propaties” caee 25.
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Tickelis Shoe Company, possibly during the late 1930s and 1940, the mill complex gopearsto have been vacant/Y

In 1941, Sylvania Electric Productions, Inc. purchased the main complex of mill buildings. Since that time the
company hes contributed to the local economy through the production of various products, including proximity fiises,
military and commercia transformers, and tunggen coils. Inthe 1970s Sylvania demolished severd buildings to
enlarge its parking area. (See sketch map.)

During WW |1 many women were employed a the Sylvania plant, many of them resdents of the Alley. After the
war, few of the district's reddents worked & the Sylvaniaplant. The period of inactivity a the mill ste had savered
the neighborhood's economic dependence on the mill.  With the accessibility of the automobile and the near-by
commuter railroad to Boston, resdents of the district had aooess to numerous communities for employment.

The digtrict retains its mixed residentia and indugtrial use G.T.E. Sylvania, now owned by the Garman firm caled
Ogram, still occupies the main mill complex, dthough it is planning a move to another community. (See sketch map,
stions A-D, E-H.) The old mill sorage house by the railroad tracks now houses Recouro U.SA., Himaaya
Corporation, and Ebinger Brothers Legther Company, Inc. With the exception of the two Polish clubs and the
Riverview House in the district, the remainder of the buildingsin the district srve as resdences  The homesthat
were originaly built as individual dwellings are now mainly owner-occupied, single-family dwellings. The buildings
congmcted as Sde-by-dde duplexes continue to sarve as multiple-family dwellings.

Some of the elderly resdents of the Alley are descended from Gregk or Polish parents (mainly mothers) who worked
in the mill. Many of these people have lived their entire lives in the neighborhood, and there is a leest one example
of areddent living inthe same house where her

parents were once tenants.

(end)

Archaeological Significance

While severd prehistoric dtes have bean recorded in Ipswich, the generdly low level of documentation for these Stes
enabled only a generd interpretation of the pattems of prehistoric occupation for the town. Any surviving Stein
Ipswich with the potential for systematic sudy could be significant. Prehistoric dtes in this area may offer the
potential for an andyss of coadd settlement and subsgence during later Woodland Periods and a comparison of
inland versus coagtd dtesor aresult of ssa levelsrise. Sa leve was condderably lower during the Paeo Indian and
Archaic Periods resulting in Ipswich area dtes occupying inland locations during thosetimes. As aresult, prehigtoric
dtes can offer the potentid for an andyds of changing settlement and subsglence through time in the town of Ipswich
and & alargar scde dong the present day coastd zone including Plum Idand Sound and the Merrimack River estuary.

Historic archaeologica resources described above have the potential to provide detailed information on the social.

" MHC, Survey Forms, Ipswich Mills.

(continued)
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cultural and economic characterigtics of a smal scale industrial community which developed during the 17th century's
first settlement period and grew, reaching it's most progperous years preceding and immediately following World War
|. Archaeologica survey and testing can help locate examples of the digtricts 17th and 18th century residentia and
industrial components for which no examples survive. Stmctural remains and occupationa related festures assodated
with the Whipple House dte can provide details of the town's first settlement period including lifeways and
agricultural technologies which were ussd and shortlived in the district. Archaeologica survivas, a the Whipple
House ste and from later reddencies may dso provide information on the development and technologies of cottage
industries which were responsible for the early growth of the lace industry in Ipswich. These sources of evidence may
a0 contain information of how cottage indugtries changed through time, possibly developing into the small shops
with hand powered looms which provided a labor force involved in finish work for Ipswich Mills products.

Stmctural remains and trash aress assodated with the Ipswich Mills and it's predecessors in the district can provide
important insight into how these mills functioned including how textile technologies changed through time and the
types of products which were manufactured. The evolution of waterpower technology can dso be examined from
resources within the district. Historic archaeologicd resources in the Ipswich Mills Historic District can do
contribute information on the relationship between a large textile company and its workers possbly focusing on such
topics as the reasons for Company owned housing and the relationship between tenancy and the various types of
worker housing built by the Ipswich Mills. Mill workers and their ethnicity can ds0 be andyzed from the worker, the
mill owners and how their rdationships changed through time. 1t hes been said that during the pesk of mill
production, the district was a self contained neighborhood. Archaeologica resources can help test this concept
including how it developed and changed through time as ethnic groups changed.

(end of Section 8)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Acreege of Property
The property is approximately 20 acres

UTM References

1. 19/349240/4726600
2. 19/349420/4726540
3. 19/349340/4726080
4. 19/349100/4725900

5. 19/348980 /4725925

Verba Boundary Description
The boundaries of the Ipswich Mills Historic District ere ddineated on the accompanying magpswith a distinct black

line. The map conggsof sections of three pages (41D, 42A, and 42C) from the Town of Ipswich's Assessors
Records

Boundary Justification

Boundaries for the proposed National Regigter Historic District encompassa long narow area of land that indudes the
mill buildings and assodated residential, commercid, and ingtitutional buildings. The main mill complex forms the
northem-most boundary of the district. It is surrounded by a commercid areawith a number of modem buildings not
historically assodated with the district. The district's westem border is roughly defined by the railroad. The raihoad
& a boundary is intermpted on the upper westem part of the didtrict by a series of large parking lots. This
interrgption narrows on the lower westem section of the district (with the exception of one plot that directly borders
the railroad),

where dim plots of mainly vacant land with a few modem buildings seperate the district from the railroad. The
Ipswich River shordine (the one closest to the mill) forms a distinct eestem and southeestem border for the district.
The far southem tip of the digtrict is sgparated from the river by a amdl playground areathat was until recently a
vacant plot.

(end)
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42A/192
42A/190
42A/189
42A/190
42A/187
42A/187
42C/S0A

42C/2
42C/50
42C/5

42C/12
42C/49

42C/48
L 42C/13

42C147
42C119
42C112
42C118
42C/13
42C/17
42C/8
42C116
I 42CI15

42C/33
42CI32

MHC #

IPS.304
IPS.305
IPS.306
N/A
N/A
N/A
IPS.307
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

N/A

IPS409
IPS410
IPS411
IPS412
IPS413
IPS414
IPS415
IPS416
1PS417
IPS421

NR#

hB>>$hE5$

BR2ABBBRIRABY

Street Address

13 Edes S

79 Edes .

11 EdesS.

13 Eges S

1517 Edes S
1517 Edes St.(rear)
1921 EdesS.

20 Edes S
25-27 Edes St
26 Eqdes &,

28 Edes .

29 Edes S

31-33 Ed4es S

30-32 Exes St/
10 Peatsfidd

35 Egdes S
1 Fifth &
2 Fifth .
3 Fifth &.
4 Fifth &
5 Fifth &.
6 Fifth &
7 Fifth &.
8 Fifth .
1 Firg &
2-4 Firg S
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Historic Name

Grocery Store

Mill Tenement House

Mill Tenement House

Mill Tenement House

Grocery Store

Ipswich Tonic Co.

Mill Tenement House
Garage

Riverview House

Mill Tenement House

Mill Tenement House
Garage

Vacant Lot

Vacant Lot

Mill Tenement House

Hal/Store

Gaage
Mill Tenement House
Mill Tenement House
Mill Tenement House
Mill Tenement House
Mill Tenement House
Mill Tenement House
Mill Tenement House
Mill Tenement House
Mill Tenement House
Mill Tenement House
Mill Tenement House
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Date

ca 1860
ca 1885
ca 1885
ca 1835
ca. 1885
ca 1885
ca 1906
ca 1930
ca 1885
ca 1870
ca 1870
Mid 20th C.
N/A
N/A

ca 1910
ca 1910

Mid 20th C.
ca 1870
ca 1910
ca 1910
ca 1910
ca. 1910
ca 1910
ca 1910
ca 1910
ca 1910
ca 1906
ca. 1906

Stvie

No Style
No Style

No Style
No Style
No Style
No Style
No Style
No Style
No Style
No Style
N/A

N/A

No Style
No Style

No Style
No Style
No Style
No Style
No Style
No Style
No Style
No Style
No Style
No Style
No Style
No Style

Status

C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
NC/B
NC/Si
NC/Si
C/B
C/B

NC/B
NC/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
CB
C/B
C/B
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42C/32 IPS418 43 3 First S Mill Tenement House ca 1906 No Style c/B
43a Gaage Mid. 20thC. No Style NC/B
42C/31 IPS419 42 5First S Mill Tenement House ca 1906 No Style C/B
42C/26 IPS422 37 68 First . Mill Tenement House ca 1906 No Style C/B
37a Gaage Mid 20th C No Style NC/B
42C/30 IPS420 41 7 First . Mill Tenement House ca 1906 No Style c/B
41a Gaege Mid 20th C. No Style NC/B
42C/29 N/A 40 9 First S Mill Tenement House ca 1906 No Style C/B
42CJ27 IPS423 38 1012 First S. Mill Tenement House ca 1906 No Style C/B
42C/28 N/A 39 11-13 First S Mill Tenement House ca 1906 No Style C/B
41D/11 IPS424 63 1 Fourth S. Mill Tenement House ca 1910 No Style C/B
41D/6A N/A 57 2-4 Fourth . Mill Tenement House ca 1910 No Style C/B
41D/10 1PS425 62 3 Fourth S. Mill Tenement House ca 1910 No Style C/B
41D/9 1IPS426 61 5 Fourth S. Mill Tenement House ca 1910 No Style C/B
41D/6B 1PS310 58 6 Fourth St Mill Tenement House ca 1860 No Style C/B
41D/8 IPS427 60 7 Fourth S. Mill Tenement House ca 1915 No Style c/B
41D/6C N/A 59 810 Fourth S. Mill Tenement House 1% C. No Style C/B
42C/23 N/A A 2 Kimball S Mill Tenement House ca 1906 No Style C/B
42C/24 N/A 35 4 Kimball S Mill Tenement House ca 1906 No Style c/B
35a Gaage Ealy 20th C. No Style NC/B
42CI134 N/A 45 6 Kimbal S. ca 1906 No Style c/B
45a Gaage Early 20th C. No Style NC/B
42C/I35 N/A 46 8 Kimball St Mill Tenement House ca 1910 No Style c/B
42C/3 N/A 12 22 Nursery Court Mill Tenement House ca 1900 No Style C/B
42C/4 N/A 13 24 Nursery Court Mill Day Nursery ca 1900 No Style c/B
41D/1 IPS337 79 1 Peatfidd S. Ipswich Mills Storehouse #2 18% Late 19th CA. Industria c/B
41D/3 IPS33 &0 2 Pegtfield S. James Pegtfield House ca 1870 [tdianate C/B
80a Gaage Mid 20th C. No Style NC/B
41D/4 IPS339 78 5 Pegtfield S. Kosciusko Club ca 1945 No Style C/B
42CJ22 IPS430 33 9 Pedtfield S. Mill Tenement House ca 1906 No
Syle C/B N/A N/A N/A 10 Pestfidld S-
Se 30-32 Edes S N/A N/A N/A N/A
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42C/21

42C/14
42C/20
Syle
1835
42C/19
42C/15
42C/16
42CI17
42C/18
42C/11
42CI6
42C/10

42CI7A
42C/9

42C[7
42C/8
42A/193
42A/194
41D/5
42C/36
42C/37

42C/38

IPSA431

N/A
1PS432
C/B

IPS433
IPS434
IPS435
IPS.340
N/A

1PS439
1PS.440
1PS.441

1PS442
IPS443

1PS.444

1PS445

1PS347

1PS.348
1PS.447
1PS.448

1PS.449

42C/14

11 Peetfield St

12 Pectfield S.
13 Pestfield S
N/A

15 Pestfidld S.
16 Pesctfidd .
18 Pestfidld S.
20 Pectfidd S
21 Pestfidd S
1 River Court
2 River Court
3 River Court

4 River Court
5 River Court

6 River Court
7 River Court
3 Sdtonstal S
5 Sdtongtdl S
13 Second S
2 Second S

4 Second S

6 Second S
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Mill Tenement House
Garage

Mill Tenemett House

Mill Tenemett House

26

Mill Tenement House

Samud Halum House#1l
Samud Halum House #2
JamesH. & ElizaA. EdesHouse

Veacant Lot

Mill Tenemett House

Mill Tenemett House

Mill Tenement House
Garage

Mill Tenement House

Mill Tenement House
Garage

Mill Tenement House
Garage

Mill Tenement House
Garage

W. Lord House

Garage

Former site of Whipple House
now a paved parking lot

Mill Tenement House

Mill Tenement House

Mill Tenement House
Garage

Mill Tenement House
Garage
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ca 1906

Mid 20th C.
ca 19007

ca 1906

14 Pectfidld .

No Style
No Style
No Style
No

Mill Tenement House

No Style
Itdianate

Italianate
Second Empire
N/A

No Style

No Style

No Style

No Style

No Style

No Style

No Style

No Style

No Style

No Style

No Style
Greek Reviva

No Style
NA

Dutch Colonial Revival
No Style
No Style

No Style
No Style

C/B
NC/B
C/B

C/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
NC/Si
C/B
C/B
C/B
NC/B
C/B
C/B
NC/B
C/B
NC/B
C/B
C/B
C/B
NC/B
C/S

C/B
C/B
C/B

C/B
NC/B
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42C/45
42C/40

42CJ/41
42CJ44

42C/42
42C/43

41D/25
41D/20
41D/24
41D/21
41D/23
41D/22

42A/186

IPS.450

N/A
IPS451

PS452
N/A

N/A
N/A

IPS453
1PS4%4
IPS455
IPS456
IPS457
IPS.458

IPS.356

§a§d§§d§8}>§5§%%‘ﬂg§8

74
4a
1

la

Total Number of Resources

Buildings
Stes
Smctures
Objects

Contributing

8

1
1
0
&4

8 Second S

9 Second S

10 Second S

12 Second S
13 Second S

14 Second S
15 Second S

1 Sixth S.
2 Sixth &.
3 Sixth &.
4 Sixth S
5 Sixth S.
6 Sixth &.

Union &.

Non-contributing
2 (mainly garages)
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Mill Tenement House
Gaage

Mill Tenement House

Mill Tenement House
Garage

Mill Tenement House

Mill Tenement House
Gaage

Mill Tenement House

Mill Tenement House
Gaage

Mill Tenement House

Mill Tenement House

Mill Tenement House

Mill Tenement House
Gaage

Mill Tenement House
Gaage

Mill Tenement House
Gaage

Ipswich Mills
Retaining Wall
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ca 1906
Mid 20th C.

Ealy 19thC.

ca 1906
Mid 20th C.
ca 1906
1% C.

Early 20th C.

ca 1980
ca 1916
Mid 20th C.
ca 1910
ca 1910
ca 1910
ca 1910
Mid 20th C.
ca 1910
Mid 20th C.
ca 1910
Mid 20th C.
1830
19h C/Early
20th C.

No Style
No Style
No Style
No Style
No Style
No Style
No Style
No Sytle
Late 20th C.
No Style
No Style
No Style
No Style
No Style
No Style
No Style
No Style
No Style
No Style
No Style
Late 19th C. Industrial
N/A

cB
NC/B
cB
cB
NC/B
cB
cB
cB
NC/B
cB
NC/B
cB
cB
cB
cB
NC/B
cB
NC/B
cB
NC/B
cB
C/st
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusdatts Historical Commission

duly 9, 1996

Carol Shull
Km‘ RECEVED 2280

National Regiger of Historic Places

Department of the Interior JUL251996
Nationa Park Service

P. O. .Box 37127 AT o
Washington, D. C. 20013-7127 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosed plesse find the following nomination form:
Ipswich Mills Historic District, Ipswich (Essex County), Massachusdtts, 01938

The nomination has been voted dligible by the State Review Board and hes been sgned by
the State Higtoric Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending State Review Board
condderation 30-75 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg (
National Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

CC. Marjorie H. Robie, Chairperson, Ipswich Historical Commission, Town Hall, 30 South
Main Stregt, Ipswich, MA 01938
Mary P. Conley, Ipswich Historical Commission
Lisa Hartman, Preservation Consultant, 1417 Bescon Street, #9, Brookline, MA 02146
Richard Candeg, Director, Preservation Studies Program, Boston University, 226 Bay
State Road, Boston, MA 02215

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090



