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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Hornet Lookout is a D-l style Forest Service lookout situated on the 
summit of Hornet Mountain. The structure consists of a 14* x 14' single 
room log cabin with a roof-mounted 6 1 x 6' cupola. The cabin, resting 
on a native roek foundation, is made of 8-10 inch logs which are saddle- 
notched at the corners. Gable ends of the cabin and the cupola are 
framed with rough sawn lumber and covered with shingles. The roof 
consists of log rafters resting on a log ridgepole and plate logs covered 
with rough sawn boards and then shakes. Both the cabin and the cupola 
have large windows on all sides with heavy wooden shutters. A cement 
(?)-based mortar chinking is held in place with strips of quarter-round 
saplings. A single door is located on the east elevation.

The interior of the cabin contains a wood burning stove, built-in storage 
bins, two metal bed frames, a hand built chair, and a small triangular 
wall mounted platform where a magneto-type phone rested. A fixed ladder 
is used to access the cupola. A metal alidade stand sets in the center 
of the cupola.

The words "Hornet L.O." are spelled out in rock letters painted white. 
The letters are approximately 4 ft. high and are located 75 ft. east of 
the lookout. The remnants of what appears to have been an outdoor privy 
is located 50 ft. north of the lookout. An oval depression containing 
rusted tins, wire, and broken glass lies approximately 200 ft. west of 
the lookout. The entire hilltop has been clearcut to facilitate observation 
from the cupola.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Hornet lookout is representative of Forest Service fire prevention and 
suppression activities in the first half of- this century. Following the 
disasterous 1910 fires in Montana and Idaho that burned millions of 
acres and took almost 100 lives, Region 1 began an ardent campaign to 
prevent and suppress forest fires. Fire lookouts, ranging from undeveloped 
vantage points to multicomponent structures, were the vanguard of early- 
day fire control efforts. In 1920, Region 1, then called District 1, 
designed the D-l standard cupola lookout. Several D-l style lookouts 
were constructed throughout Region 1 in the 1920's. They were manned 
each summer until the latter half of the 1940's when the Forest Service 
began to abandon manned lookouts in favor of air patrols. Hornet Lookout 
was in operation from 1923 to about 1946. It is a unique example of a 
short-lived architectural style of fire lookout designed, constructed, 
and used in Region 1. This style of lookout is not represented today 
anywhere else in Region 1. Most R-l lookout structures of a similar 
vintage were simply one-room log cabins used as dwellings; the actual 
fire-watch was done outdoors. Hornet Lookout was built in the years 
1922-1923, by Forest Service seasonal employees at a cost of $719.38 
(USDA Forest Service records, no date). All materials were either 
available on the site or were packed in as the only access is by trail. 
Hornet Lookout is a unique and vivid reminder of early Forest Service 
conservation efforts through fire control.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The site boundary is1 defined' by- the clearcut' area surrounding the cabin. The 
clearcut was made prior to construction of H6rnet Lookout to facilitate observation 
of the surrounding terrain. It is one feature of the site and all other site 
features are within tne clearcut. '
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