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The Dalton House occupies thenortheast corner of State and Garden Streets i n the
comrercial district of Newburyport. Slightly less than one acre, thepropertyi s
bordered by a white fence with Colonial motif flat sawn balusters and capped posts
along State Street and a picket fence with caprail along Garden Street. M chael
Dalton purchased three acres of land from G deon Bartlett of Aresbury in My of

1746.  The parcel, located i n what was then Newbury, cost 1600 pounds (ol dtenor).
M chael constructed thepresent house, a spacious barn and a courtyard sometine
during thenext twoyears. The barn was removed and nost of theproperty subdivided
in 1883 when Garden Street was laid out as a public way.

The high style Georgian structurewas built circa 1747 and retains itsoriginal inte-

grity of design. Itisathree story, L-plan house capped by a ganbrel roof. This
slate tiled roof has twotall inside end chimeys on the main section of thehouse
with athird chimmey at theeastem end of theell. Fenestration i s6/6 with pro-

jecting cornices, plain sills and black |ouvered shutters.

The distinguished Ceorgian facade |ooks west over State Street. The facadei s
rusticated woodbl ock. The other elevations are clapboarded. The five bay wi de
facade i sdom nated by t heelaborate center entrance. The six panel wooden door with
elliptical fan and sidelights are framed by engaged Corinthian colums on panelled
bases and capped by a projecting cornice. The overhanging roof eaves ar e ornanented
by a modillioned cornice. Five dormers crown thefacade i na typically Georgian
pattern. The center dormer i sheaded by a broken pedinent; theflanking dorners
have triangular pediments.

The north and south elevations of thenmain block of thehouse areboth two bays
deep. The nol ded cornice has open returns. There i sa single w ndow i neach gable
end and corners are quoined.

The el | extends from t hesouthern end of therear (west) elevation and i sfour bays
deep. The south elevation of theel |l has a slightly off center first story bay w ndow
with a panelled entablature and flat roof. The two 60 degree side angles each have a
single 6/6 windowwith paired 6/6 onthemain side between. The western end of the

el evation has a hooded narrow three panel door containing twolights. Two triangularly
pedi mented dormers rise from theroof above.

An original roof balustrade was removed as was a double arched porch on the west (rear)
el evation.

The front door opens t o a spacious hall with paneled wainscoting and a straight
stairway with turned balusters. The first story has a nodernized kitchen and toilet
facilities i ntherear. The north parlor and front drawi ng roomexhibit Col onial
splendor i ntheconsistent nmolding of doors, windows and fireplaces. Two other large
roons were joined toprovide social and meeting areas.

The second story has been altered t o accommodate a library and a billiard room The
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Dalton House i ssignificant for i tselegant architectural style and forthe
socially and politically promnent persons associated with it. Situatedat the
head of State Street i ntheheart of conmercial Newburyport, thehouse has been a
part of town, state and national affairs for over 200 years.

M chael Dalton was born i nFebruary 1709, t hegreat-grandson of Philemon Dalton who
arrived i nNew England i n1635. Mchael left his father's hone i n Hanpton, New
Harmpshire and cane t o Newbury t o engage i nseafaring. He quickly becane a master
mariner. After his marriage toMary Little i n1735, he became a merchant and built
this house c. 1747. Dalton was interested i nagricultural pursuits and purchased a
200 acre farm i n West Newbury as a country estate. This farmwas later occupied by
his son, Tristram M chael owned a wharf and a distillery and was involvedi n the
i mport/export business.

In 1764, M chael deeded the house to T Tristram born in My 1738. Tristram graduated
fromHarvard i n1755. Hi sportrait now hanging i ntheeast drawing roomi s believed
to have been painted at that time. He was married i n1758 t o Ruth Hooper, daughter
of a successful Marblehead nmerchant. Tristramthen studied | awi nSalem and entered
business with his father.

Uoon hi s father's death, Tristraminherited his |arge estate. He was an influential
nmenber of nunerous town commttees, was a delegate totheProvincial Congress, a
representative tothestate General Court, a speaker of theMassachusetts House, a
nenber of the State Senate, and a delegate totheratifying convention of 1788 i n
Massachusetts. He was a classmate of John Adans' at Harvard and remmined a close
friend for [ife.

In March 1776 Dalton, as a | eading nerchant and as chairman of thelocal Commttee
for Public Safety, received orders from t heMassachusetts legislature: "Equip and

nman with 50 nen each t hesloop Machias Liberty and t he schooner Diligent now |ying

in Newburyport." The ships were from Maine, but Newburyport at thestart of the
Revol ution, had been chosen as a base for raids on British ships. Dalton accepted
the task of outfitting thetwo warships, but Newburyport was already suffering war-
time shortages. MNo gunpowder was available, and no crews could be found. Dalton

and his fellow merchants advanced $5,000 for supplies and bullied the Conm ssary of
the Continental Arny into parting with 200 pounds of gunpowder. O ews were found and
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northerly corner card roomremains intact and i s notable for itsfine woodwork
and paneling.

The access to the third story is situated at the rear of the second story. This
stairway leads to a wide hallway. The third floor retains original wde floorboards
and sinple paneling. |t consists of four small rooms, a |large, oddly shaped room
in the ell, and an intersecting roomwith a fireplace and an outstanding view over-
looking the harbor. An interesting stair and platform design serves as access to
the skylight. There is an underground bowing alley in the basenent installed for
the menbers of the Dalton Club.

ltem 8

the ships put to sea by the end of March. In early June two captured British prizes
were sent into Newburyport |oaded with goods from the Wst |ndies.

In 1778 a constitution for Massachusetts was rejected by a margin of four to one. In
town meeting, Theophilus Parsons, a promnent jurist, submtted a series of resolu-
tions, inviting the selectmen to send letters to the other towns of Essex County for
a delegated convention later held in the town of Ipswich. The delegates were Parsons,
Dal ton, Jonathan Jackson, Jonathan Greenleaf and Ral ph Cross. The "Essex Result"
established principles of government and the conmittee played a distinct role in
framng the constitution of Massachusetts.

Wen the Revolutionary Vr was over, maritime interests in Massachusetts expected
something nore from the federal government than "lights, buoys and day marks". The
senior senator was first Caleb Strong of Northanpton, appointed to conciliate the
western counties. However, 'the nerchants nmade the Constitution," said Janes Sulli-
van, "and they should name the candidate" (forjunior senator). TristramDalton was
chosen and he proceeded to New York in Newburyport style, inhis own four horse
coach, enblazoned with the Dalton arnms and attended by servants in the Dalton livery.
"Everything that can affect shipbuilding, | shall watch with a jealous eye," he
wrote a constituent.

Dalton's final business was as a clerk in the Boston CQustons House from 1815 to 1817
when he died at age 79. Many reknowned people of the period had visited his home.
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such as Rufus King, John Quincy Adans, John Hancock, Thomas Jefferson, Janes Monroe,
Theophilus Parsons, Marquis de LaFayette, Rev. George Whitefield, George Washington.

Tristram and hi s wife occupied theDalton House until 1792 when i twas soldto
Mbses Brown, a chaisemaker who |ater held many influential Newburyport mercantile
interests. The land and house were willed toW I liam and Sarah Banister i n 1827.
The house was then passed on tovarious nenbers of theBrown fam |y who finally
sold i ttoDr. Frank A Hale i n1880. Two other owners resided i nthehouse until
the Dalton COub bought i ti n 1897.
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