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The Qid Fellows' Hall in Beverly is located on Cabot Street, the city's main street and i
one of itstraditional thoroughtares. |t conmands ahighly visible positionin the
downt own area opposite the City Hall.

The three story commercial block was designed in 1875in the popular Hgh Victorian Gothic
Style, cliaracterized by acrested slate roof, the use of polychroc® andthe pointed arch,
and anirregular silhouette. It is constructed of red brick laid inblack mortar trinmed
wi th brownstone and white Concord granite in altemate colors. |ts dark gre?/ roof is
bagded with green and surnounted by aventilated cupola with small cross gabl es on each

si de.

Each el evation consists of arecessed center portion franed by projecting gabled pavillions
The east and west elevations are both four bays wi de with segnental |y arched storefronts
at the ground floor level. Sone of the storefronts have been hi dden bﬁ/ nodemsi gnage

but therr original configuration has been retained. Fenestration on the second floor is
tripled E)Oi nted arch wndows carried onbracketted granite sills, andlinked at their
inposts by a granite stringcourse. Qnthe third floor there are paired wndows with
granite lintels andsills 1nthe mddle bays, andtripled wndows with transons set ina
S|n?Ie pointed arch andcarried onbracketted granite sills inthe endﬂawlhons. The
gabl es, which break through the corbelled com ce, are articulatedby three granite bands
with asmall w ndow between the L"per twoand pattenmed brickwork inthe apex. Sashis
2/ 2 doubl e hung throughout. Tablets of Chio freestone, carvedwith tlie Gid Fellows

ritual synbols, are set between the u'oper w ndows on the east, north andsouth elevations.
The elevation onthe east has the "All-Seeing Be" andis inscribed "Qid Fel | ows' Hal |,
1875" with |eaf ornanmentation.

The north andsouth elevations differ fromthe twoalready described only intheir
fenestration. The endpavillions remain the sane but the center portion is divided into
three bays. Each bay has apointed arch door at the ground floor. Fenestration on the
second fl oor consists of paired pointed arch wndows carried ongranite sills and!inked
at their inposts bP/agranite stringcourse. Qnthe third floor there are paired w ndows
with granite lintels andsills in the outer bays and freestone tablets in the center bay.
The north tablet has "the alter of incense, three links, three pillars andatent, andis

inscribed with "Sunmt Encanpnent, 141, 1.Q of O F., Instituted AD 1870." The south I
tablet has "the heart and hand, three |inks in the center, the bowandarrowin the upper |
right-hand coner, andthe quiver in the upper left-hand conmer.” |t is inscribed "Bass

River Lodge, 141, 1.Q of OF, Instituted 1851."

The interior originally had four stores onthe ground floor, andbanking roons on the
second. Theentire third floor was devoted to the useof the order and was | i t by gas

Lets reflected through stained glass. |t retains son@ evidence of i tsmarble hallways but
as been nuch altered to neet the needs of the North Shore Gomnmunity Col | ege.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Qid Fel lows' Hal |l issignificant fortheintegrity of its architectural design and
for therole it has playedi nthe devel opnent of Beverly's conmercial center.

It was designed by J. Foster Cber, one of Beverly's |eading architects of the period,

and constructed by the local firmof Wllians Brothers. Carpentrywork was done by
Samuel F. (oer and rrasoan work by Augustus WIlians, Two Boston craftsmen were inported
for the detail work: Mchael OGnnor to scul pt the freestone tablets and PA Butler to
paint the fresco i nthe | odge room

The cornerstone was | ai d on Septenber 8, 1874, andthe buil di ng was dedi cated one year
"later on Qctober 8, 1875. Both events were acconpani ed by el aborate cerenonies, and the
construction of the building duri ng this period was given extensive newspaper coverage.
It cost atotal of $65,000 tobuild, andthe finest materials, including Goncord granite
and Chio freestone, were used i nits construction.

Besi des housing the ritual hall for the Gid Fellows and | ater the Masons onits upper
floor, the | ower floors have always served as stores andoffices for the town. |he Post
Office was | ocated there i n 1887 and was equi pped with the tow's first electric |ights.
The ground floor remains i nconmercial usew thout disripting the original storefront
configuration.
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