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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (/ f known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The Head House is an ambitious two-and-a-half story stone structure. Its 
twenty to twenty-two inch thick Kentucky Stone Masonry walls are super 
bly laid hand-cut limestone. The fenestration of the side walls is con 
sciously symmetrical and contrasts to the front facade with the large 
entrance to one side. With elliptical arched fanlight (probably altered 
within the stone framework), the entrance, conforming to the generous 
scale of the building as a whole, leads into a very broad stairhall on 
the house ?s west side. The staircase with its low risers and their 
Georgian balustrade rises to the second floor in two flights with a landing 
across the back width of the room.

On the first floor low doorways lead off the stairhall into two large rooms 
and into the back of the house, which may be older, with its two smaller 
rooms. Downstairs is a brick-floor warming kitchen and (not connected) 
a full basement spanned by a 15 x 15 inch, forty-four foot summer beam 
with floor joists mortised into it. On the second floor of the house is a 
bedroom and a large front room bearing traces of a peg-rail above arm T s 
reach, suggesting the Shaker custom of hanging chairs up and out of the 
way as the functions of the room vary. Above the back portion of the 
house is an attic reached by a steep flight of steps. Its slanting room 
beams still bear Roman numerals which (other than for the fact that in 
one place the order varies.1 ) indicate the construction sequence.

The huge stone chimneys, thick walls, and unusual (for an early house 
in the area) asymmetry of the plan and facade give this house consider 
able distinction. Now abandoned (supposedly in the process of 
restoration), the building deserves sensitive preservation.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Captain Benjamin Head House in Middletown, a community settled 
in 1797 east of what is now Louisville, was built for Benjamin I. Head 
between 1813 and 1815.

The first record of Head (born 1783) in Middletown is from 1804; by 
1815 he was one of the trustees of the town. In 1813, with Basil Hobbs 
and Benjamin Lawrence, he organized the Head, Hobbs, and Lawrence 
General Store. The stone commercial structure built alongside the 
Head House, also under construction in 1813, was located on the south 
west corner of lot #1, Main Street. For the store's excellent stock 
Head rode on horseback to Philadelphia and Baltimore. Middletown 
was growing rapidly and at the time was expected to easily surpass 
Louisville in size. Much of the evidence for this speculation was 
generated by the business of Head, Hobbs, and Lawrence; the store 
became quite well known, attracting well-to-do families from 
Louisville and throughout the county.

In the 1820s, during which Head is said to have developed large 
gambling debts, he moved to the family farm about two miles away. 
His daughter Amelia was the mother of Robert Chester Tway, who 
built up the well-known Plain view Farms, recently sold and now under 
development The tract contains the site of the original Head Farm.

Of the few remains of this local family, the ambitious and distinctive 
Head House is one of the most important landmarks in the early 
settlement and growth of Jefferson County. Moreover, it is one 
of the few early stone houses left in the area.
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Jefferson County Deed Book #160.

Lancaster, Clay. The Architectural Heritage of Kentucky. Louisville: 
The Louisville Courier-Journal and Times (pending publication).

Langsam, Walter E. Metropolitan Preservation Plans. Louisville: 
Falls of the Ohio Metropolitan Council of Governments, 1973.
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