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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

/The former City National Bank is located at the corner of Federal Avenue and
State Street in Mason City, Iowa. /It is one part (the other is a hotel) of
a single'’architectural commission awarded to Frank L%Syd Wright in 1909./
Now housing the Hub Clothing Storéi this building was considerably altered
in the 1930'#¢. Originally it consisted of two floors. The ground floor

was formed of a single large banking room, more than sixteen feet high,

with an extension to the south for the president's and directors' offices.
Above the central block was a floor of rental offices. The fixtures and
furnishings for the bank were an integral part of the overall design.

On the exterior the City National Bank gave expression to Wright's concept
of a "strong box." With the exception of the entrance on the east and the
south extension, the ground floor was a solid wall of Roman brick, sixteen
feet high, capped by a continuous horizontal stone band. Above this
impressive wall were two rows of windows: of these, the lower and smaller
windows formed a clerestory on three sides of the banking room, while the
upper windows served the rental offices on the top floor. /

/ﬁm.the 1930's a Des Moines, Iowa, architect, E. F. Rasmd!gz;, altered the
City National Bank in order to convert it into a clothing store. The major
structural alterations were the creation of store front windows where
earlier Wright's solid brick wall had been, and the conversion of the high-
ceilinged banking room into two floors to create more office space. The
clerestory windows thus became the windows for the second floor of the
remodeled structure./ At some time also the one story extension to the
south was incorporated into the adjacent buildings; it is no longer visible.
While the lower level of this building no longer reflects the work of Frank
Lioyd Wright, the windows above and the terra cotta ornament remain visible
features of the original design.

A consideration of the City National Bank building cannot be separated from
the other part of the commission awarded to Wright in 1909, the Park Inm
Hotel. Different in function and articulation, the two buildings are con-
structed of the same materials and were designed to complement one another.
They are joined by a recessed section containing a small shop on the ground
floor (now part of the clothing store) and a stairway leading to the offices
above. When built this stairway led to the legal offices of Blythe, Markley,
and Rule on the right (a firm with large interests in the bank) which
occupied half of the second floor of the hotel. At the same time the stair-
way gave access to the rental offices above the bank itself.

cant as part of a larger complex, and as a structure whose orijginal design‘wZ
clearly gave aesthetic expression to its function. nua 2 19/
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STATEMENT OF SiGNiFICANCE.‘ \

The former City National Bank in Mason City, Iowa, was designed by one
of the foremost architectus of the twentieth century, Frank Lloyd Wright.
A creation of the Prairie School years, the bank is a rare survivor of
Wright's early commercial buildings. The open central space of the
banking room, the overhanging eaves of the roof, and the carefully
articulated bank of windows forming a horizontal accent are all in

the Prairie School idiom. The architect himself considered the terra
cotta ornaments on the mullions between the windows an important means
of brightening the city scene.

A close architectural relationship exists between the City National
Bank and the adjoining Park Inn Hotel which are alike in structural
materials, yet different in ornament and treatment of mass (the bank
a box-like volume while the hotel shows greater spatlal varlety on
the exterior) and is one aspect of the structure's interest. ‘

'xAlthough”greatly altered the original aesthetic design expressed on

the outside as a '"strong box on a large scale"* (a massive bank vault
in effect), and on the inside as a room splendldly 11ghted and venti-

|lated"* is noteworthy. It was a significant architectural contribution

of Frank Lloyd Wright's to relate the aesthetic treatment of a building
closely to its use or location.

Surely the interrelationship of function and design within the building
and the interrelationship of the bank and hotel, two parts of one over-
all design, as well as the name of its outstanding creator, insures the
importance of the former City National Bank building

*Frank Lloyd Wright in the Mason City Times, November 5, 1910, p. 5.




McCoy, Robert E. "Rock Crest/Rock Glen" Prairie School Planning in Iowa,"
The Prairie School Review, V (Third Quarter, 1968), 5-39, esp. 10-12.

usgefuhrte Bauten und Entwurfe von Frank Lloyd Wright. Berlin: Wasmuth,
1910. Facsimilie edition. New York: Horizon, 19 Plates 93 & 94

Wright, Frank Lloyd. 'City National Bank of Mason City, Iowa- Frank Lloyd

Wright, Architect," Western Architect, XII (December, 1911) 105 ff.
Photographs and description by the architect.

Mason City Commercial Club. Souvenir Book. August 10, 1912.

Wright, Frank Lloyd. A Testament. New York: Bramhall House, 1957.
Manson, Grant. Frank Lloyd Wright to 1910 The First Golden Age.

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES UDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER. LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE’ - LoNGITUDE -
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW o . o+ . 430 9 + 05+ |93 o 22+ 04~
NE (] » ” o ' n
SE i o ’ ” [T - BT Y P »
Sw Q ’ d ] ) »
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:
[LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STY\T\Eljé[d\r??\OUNDARIES
STATE: B CoDE | counTY \&%\ CODE
: ’ \>/ T~
¢ /\ mnz2 < NS
STATE: cope |coflmiy: M G =T \72 cobE
0O o S
0w o m {
STATE: CODE | cO vi - > <7 CODE
T e « o ~
LN
PO
STATE: CoDE cou% .ﬁ CODE

NAME AND TITLE:

Mrs. John M. Crosman, Chairman
ORGANIZATION DATE

Mason City Historic Sites Committee -~ { Mareh-9, 1972

STREET AND NUMBER:

651 South Tennessee Place
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- | ° AN ‘ ]

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certxfy that t?usAprOperty is mcluded in the
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register. * © «i* 7 7. .5 '

in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

: tional k Service. The recommended - -
forth by the National Park Servi € recom Chief, Office of Archeology and Hfstoric Preservation

level of significance of this nomination is:

National X7 State [ Local
Date ﬁ-// 4'/ 72’
Name 4&% 0 zaz-’ua
ATTEST:

Title SLL llﬁl!m l 2£E]‘g

Date 7 j:l." mz

SNOILO3ONYLSNI

Hitchcock, Henry Russell. The Nature of Materials. New York: Sloan and Pierde, 1942.

336




Addav vivar

NLFBS

Vs

L o] R S : < I e T sy - -
_ < u B _.u----..i---.....’. H m " » S L ' T e 1K B I
R 3 o, s = e S NS ° i ; g
il 2 = ‘o o e ! i Ve
L L CRREY T beeee 4ec (® -t ! om oL i R Ty
© b " o 3 i i o S > ! R .
~ H ~ W o o . ' , f N
. — B N m TL51S , N > y F Lo AN IICL -5 Sl
poz 26! K1l - - - 264 ~ I
¥ . % et \/J r..LIw.n. - ~ W
2 ¢
s AUV TA -] — 5 N,
© Il T ka4 ¥} J.: T - 9 1 A L (2% " - [4,) .-l. ¥ 7 757 Yer ¥ % o ' O JY “ Xl .
ST . YA ke > 3 ! L . = ol = O
Yy [gfen: . S B G RS B TN o b\ ‘
b R I “ IN iy B : vﬂllllk.“{! o 0.! i 0 l.b. “ R .&-&l \ " 'J " :
- , ° Wnl:mk.z S vald ey 3 : - M T, LI ' I e B Lﬁ%Q gy
®, v....uv.ﬁ " Easldin 1 2 b uhdwu 7] — N%ﬂ\\ 05 I
MR® i Kesldle 3 v &3 F eoF Toal 7 TR W,
lllll FY
1 -~ ] s | - i —~ Yo
MA 9 Noa ‘\ul-w.% 9 h Y 99| wre ..6 S| 99 = v wb_ ~ 20 rYy W ] ks w i‘ 1
1
W . & R T
P E.r@d AT L m v rrm- i € SR—— — uc D Ter— T - ol Lo 2L
kU ! [} v ) <« ¥ duﬂ iy of T Wl B 4 N . v ofaa] T
- : "y ~ v ] 2] S Lo L - paM Bk , IS N =g 14 Cigia>
ts--i H 1 S ~ " L ' H
M"b" L] © "7"M F nm.m.,m.MMmM.m.m.m ..m N zrx:su.nﬁst.ﬂ N ol e w.a ~ Yy
g | O EEEEEEENHE R BCRCHEHGHEEHE S T R e I B I I LR I Nl M I i
vl ' S \ v [c AR Tl e LR
[} ~ ]
. ] " t t 1
ko | Ll e _ 1 199 s |u - -1 - =1l ry 17110 I P P P O O 22 w32 m.: buid] 15 [2aledpie] co | ve J27] 09 26t 1 laal. 2.

Y. )
- oy =Y rIR 324 IITIETEL\ [ YA e ~ T -
T §K WL sl s )
' - . ! (Y N
AN . J o} | i R X lzjelsds
s o0 re X ol ieaine] o J 1A | Q 8 ~1=1™
- IR AN W . R L] Bl AN B KM EH ) ..Ja W g.
7 i’ 2t » ! \ ]
o o 40 N3 | IR "y
A_,”_ Rad g 5” “ m:t\W\ML.v L3 ! A i}
\n Q& 3 | K
L d \ DT - amy . . y 5 W v
&S . N T R G - S [ & -
A_ / ” h’ b i m” lllllll == =8
S

ik

]
>
I
0
\ CENTRAL
74

[ | ;
& —— e —. ~°. v 2w, ® A
,; : . RNRLEPNILIGLELI : N
[T
T T E--J L4 L4 -3 0
; " )
_ e fo
[} ; ] o~
4 _ i 3 < | L 9 5
-~ ' - 1 : +
“ _ d.dA A = -
- 1R o) wa D Sp— N O H o
b, e, SHE vHS
1]|#Nﬂ1 Ng TR A\ . [ . M % ’2,/
ng ) M ) ‘ [aa] =] =
i ! ) i
[ AR »m.%.nk\\i L — ﬂ A : ..m m w m m" ;
- . ‘e ~
be 30 RN — D 0bm .
I R T [ H ~ WO Z o
A i i EEREE
P 3 NI & X =] o o
)Lll. EvL ] e o Ve i )a - L o o rm Q
" e K m o Ha
ol o, IO - =] X
e _ N EYRES
.r\a N f [-3 >3 “ Y A bd M v -~ N d-— Iad { E/ 14 H I o I < TR H
YRS ; : ¢ Yo K~ N\ | 03 - E
' ' ' H - yw, AN P8O e :
v . ! J ) ! : : - A\ — e o i ..m a A
-~ : d — Q- 8 A o v :
< Py - 5_8ﬂ .%_"5,“6 >3 5.w.aa [ I ..“tmﬂ m
g . T O R w W !
-\ ! : o " fr=----1 -~ T ;
] m Co .h" 3 T i ‘. ﬂ W T .
T~ ] 4 | PR R . SR YA i . . i - \ Sl m (]




