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*. (.'The former City National Bank is located at the corner of Federal Avenue and 
State Street in Mason City, Iowa, /'it is one part (the other is a hotel) of 
a single architectural commission awarded to Frank Lloyd Wright in 1909./S*
Now housing the Hub Clothing Store, this building was considerably altered 
in the 1930^8. Originally it consisted of two floors. The ground floor 
was formed of a single large banking room, more than sixteen feet high, 
with an extension to the south for the president's and directors' offices. 
Above the central block was a floor of rental offices. The fixtures and 
furnishings for the bank were an integral part of the overall design.

On the exterior the City National Bank gave expression to Wright's concept 
of a "strong box." With the exception of the entrance on the east and the 
south extension, the ground floor was a solid wall of Roman brick, sixteen 
feet high, capped by a continuous horizontal stone band. Above this 
impressive wall were two rows of windows: of these, the lower and smaller 
windows formed a clerestory on three sides of the banking room, while the 
upper windows served the rental offices on the top floor. /

jVsen,Tn the 1930's a Des Moines, Iowa, architect, E. F. RasmuVsen, altered the 
City National Bank in order to convert it into a clothing store. The major 
structural alterations were the creation of store front windows where 
earlier Wright's solid brick wall had been, and the conversion of the high- 
ceilinged banking room into two floors to create more office space. The 
clerestory windows thus became the windows for the second floor of the 
remodeled structure. S At some time also the one story extension to the 
south was incorporated into the adjacent buildings; it is no longer visible. 
While the lower level of this building no longer reflects the work of Frank 
Lloyd Wright, the windows above and the terra cotta ornament remain visible 
features of the original design.

A consideration of the City National Bank building cannot be separated from 
the other part of the commission awarded to Wright in 1909, the Park Inn 
Hotel. Different in function and articulation, the two buildings are con­ 
structed of the same materials and were designed to complement one another. 
They are joined by a recessed section containing a small shop on the ground 
floor (now part of the clothing store) and a stairway leading to the offices 
above. When built this stairway led to the legal offices of Blythe, Markley, 
and Rule on the right (a firm with large interests in the bank) which 
occupied half of the second floor of the hotel. At the same time the stair­ 
way gave access to the rental offices above the bank itself.

The structural condition of the City National Bank Building appeal
fair, although it is clear that it would require major re
restore it to its original appearance. Yet the building
cant as part of a larger complex, and as a structure whose ori^nal design^
clearly gave aesthetic expression to its function,
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The former City National Bank in Mason City, Iowa, was designed by one 
of the foremost architectus of the twentieth century, Frank Lloyd Wright, 
A creation of the Prairie School years, the bank is a rare survivor of 
Wright T s early commercial buildings. The open central space of the 
banking room, the overhanging eaves of the roof, and the carefully 
articulated bank of windows forming a horizontal accent are all in 
the Prairie School idiom. The architect himself considered the terra 
cotta ornaments on the mullions between the windows an important means 
of brightening the city scene.

A close architectural relationship exists between the City National 
Bank and the adjoining Park Inn Hotel which are alike in structural 
materials, yet different in ornament and treatment of mass (the bank 
a box-like volume while the hotel shows greater spa,tial variety on 
the exterior) and is one aspect of the structure's interest.

Although greatly altered, the original aesthetic design expressed on 
the outside as a "strong box on a large scale"* (a massive bank vault 
in effect) , and on the inside as a room "splendidly lighted and venti­ 
lated"* is noteworthy. It. was a significant architectural contribution 
of Frank Lloyd Wright f s to relate the aesthetic treatment of a building 
closely to its use or location.

Surely the interrelationship of function and design within the building 
and the interrelationship of the bank and hotel, two parts of one over­ 
all design, as well as the name of its outstanding creator, insures the 
importance of the former City National Bank building

*Frank Lloyd Wright in the Mason City Times , November 5, 1910, p. 5.
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