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NATICmL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMEOT (if applic”le)

The Captain Rodney J. Baxter House possesses integrity of location, design, setting,
mat erials, workmanship, feeling andassociation. |tis significant asthe hone of
a noted andrespected seacaptain, andas oneof the finest exanples of the octagan
style (retaining even |t smatching octagonal carriagebarn) inthe entire state.

It thus meets criteria Band Cof the National Register of Historic Places.

ARHECTURN. S QIR CANE Describe inportant architectural features and eval uate in terns of
other buildings wthin the connunity.

Distinctive octagonal shape. The Baxter House i s a two-story octagon with 18" thick
concrete walls. I tistrimed with a bracketed wooden co;rnice and a wooden verandah
with spindleturned posts anda decorative iron balustrade. A second entry has a sinpler
bracketed hood. Fenestration onnost bays consists of paired wi ndows with 2/2 sash and
shutters. Theinterior of the house contains twolarge square roons at the center of
each floor, flanked by smaller rectangul ar roons, with leftover triangular spaces used
for closets. This plan was oneillustrated by Fower. A matching stuccoed, octagonal
carrigehouse stands east of the main house; i tis distinguished by a cupola and double
doors with strapwork headed by a semi-circul arfan, also with strapwork.

HSICRCGAL SGJHCANE Explain the role owers played inlocal or state history and hewthe
bui I ding relates to the devel opnient of the connunity.

Rodney Baxter, sea captain, took food t osufferers inthe Irish famne of 1847. Hi s
fore-and-aft schooner, the "American Belle," made the shortest Western passage across
the Atlantic fo'® that type of vessel. He took the "Flying Scud" from New Yorkt o

Marseilles in arecord nineteen days. Captain Baxter, seeing the developing pattern

in the useof steam later ran packets between New York and New Orleans. He retired
fromthe seain 1868 and di ed i n 1888.

Hi s house, huilt incentral Hyannis in 1850, is oneof the nost unusual inthe village.
Inspired by Orson S Fower's contenporary publication, "TheCctagon House, A Hone for

All," i tisanintact exanple of this rare style, andi s enhanced by retention of an
unaltered octagonal carriage houSe.

According t oCounty Atlasses, Capt. Baxter was still owner of the house in 1888, while
a Ms. J. Baxter was listed as occupant in 1907. Thehouse i s presently owed by a
great-granddaughter, Susan Godnoy.

BJBUOGRAPBY and/ or REFERENCES

The Seven Villages of Barnstable, pp. 126, 157, 326.
Barnst abl e Assessor's Records, Mip 326.

Fow er, Oson S, The Cctagon House, A tone for All. 1848 and 1853, reprifited 1973 by
Dover Publication.
Frost, Jack - A Cape (od Sketch Book. n

Cape (od Sunday Tines. "Hone Shaped Baxter's Life." Sunday, August 8, 1983.
Barnstabl e County Atlases. 1858, 1880, 1907.
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Baxter, Capt. Rodney J., HoiBe (Barnstable
MRA)
Barnstable County

27 J9r

MASSACHUSETTS WorkingNo. -
Fed. Reg. Date:.:
Date Due:
jsiitered in lii.- Action: _JAr"CCEPT. 3 ISE7

resubmission U.X)L<mX iegiotit RETURN.
n nomination by person or local government REJECT.
e owner objection Federal Agency:
e appeal
Substantive Review: CU sample * request * appeal CD NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.Substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
, See continuation sheet

Category Ownership Statu* Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * vyes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one
excellent | | deteriorated unaltered

CU good I lruins CD altered

o fair CU unexposed

Describe the present and original (if knovim) physical appearance

CD summary paragraph
CD completeness

CD clarity
| | alterations/integrity
e dates

| Iboundary selection

Check ona
« original site
e moved date.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance M7 one/Mra(yrap/?j

e summary paragraph
e completen®. ~ \
e clarity

« applicable criteria '
« justification of areas checked

« relating significance to the resource

e context

< relationship of integrity to significance

e justification of exception '
» other

9. IVlgjor Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

*  Maps
e Photographs
« other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date

fly.

L-

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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